
German team to Iraq 
to free jailed citizen 

AMMAN (R) — A leading 
German politician left for 


Baghdad Sunday to tiy and win 
the freedom or German stu- 
dent Kai Sondc rmaim jailed 
for illegal entry into Iraq. Offi- 
cial sources said Ham-Jurgen 
Wischneusky, 71, a prominent 
member of the German Social- 
ist Party known for his dose 
' ties , witn Arab countries, left 
for Baghdad earlier in the day 
with Mi. Sondermann's 
mother and father. 

UNRWA staff to 
stage sit-in 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Staff com- 
mittees of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) 
will stage a 36-hour sit-in at 
UNRWA headquarters Mon- 
day and Tuesday, according to 
Odeh Rahal, spokesman for 
the committees. Mr. Rahal 
said the sit-in is in protest 
against UNRWA’s refusal to 
meet staff demands for salary 
increases, improvement of 
conditions of services, includ- 
ing a reconsideration of foe 
pension and annual leave 
.schemes. 

Hungarian Premier 
Antalidiesat61 

BUDAPEST (R) — Prime 
Minister Jozsef An tall, leader 
of Hungary’s first post-com- 
munist government, .died in 
hospital Sunday after losing a 
long fight against cancer, gov- 
ernment spokeswoman Judit 



Gammoh presents budget to deputies 

Revenues and aid to cover JD 1.487b allocations 


Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (left), Egyptian 
President Hosnf Mubarak (centre) and T«r aeti 
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Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (right), meet in 
Cairo Sunday (AFP photo) 
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Rabin- Arafat su mmi t fails to break 
deadlock; two to meet again in 10 days 


Juhasz told Reuters. Mr. 
Antall, 61, was admitted to 
hospital three weeks ago for 
treatment of cancer that had 
Spread from his lymphatic sys- 
tem to other internal organs. 
B8.teadifoB3iidjcteriowM 
steadily o ver t he past few -days. 

HizboHah activist 
killed in explosion 

BAALBEK (AP) — An activ- 
ist of the HxzboUah party was 
killed and another seriously 
wounded Sunday in a car- 
bomb explosion, police re- 
ported. They said the blast at 6 
p.m. (1600 GMT) occurred in 
foe vUlagefof Nabha, 20 
kilometres northwest of the 
ancient city Of Baalbek, a tra- 
ditional HizboHah stronghold 
in east Lebanon’s Bekaa Val- 
ley. One victim, Fuad Amhaz, 
died instantaneously. His 
co os in, Iraad Amhaz, was 
rushed to a Baalbek hospital 
that was quickly ringed by par- 

2 comrades and relatives of 
e powerful Amhaz clan. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) leader Yasser Arafat 
and Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin on Sunday foiled in 
a last-minute bid to meet a 
deadline for agreement on 
launching Palestinian self-rule 
and decided to meet again in 
10 days. 

Mr. Rabin said after two 
hours of talks with Mr. Arafat: 
“We decided to give ourselves 
A certain time la rethink and. 

meet again in. 10 days. It 
may be nine of 11, here in 
Cano.” 

The two had tried to strike a 
deal to meet Monday’s dead- 
line for implementation of the 
Sept. 13 PLO-Israel accord for 
Palestinian autonomy in the 
West Bank town of Jericho and 
the Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Rabin had in foe last 
two weeks hinted at a delay, 
but Mr. Arafat had described 
the Monday deadline as 
sacred. 

“I believe it is better to 
negotiate” a better accord, Mr. 

■ Rabin said. 

Negotiations on im- 
plementing autonomy would 
continue in Paris on the econo- 
mic aspects and in El Arish, in 
Egypt, on the transfer of pow- 
er, Mr. Rabin said. 

“The major problems are 


who will control ceasefire lines 
between, the territories and 
Jordan and the territories and 
Egypt, the control of bridges 
and crossing points and the size 
erf the Jericho area,” Mr. 
Rabin told a Cairo press con- 
ference in Hebrew. 

“There are the main points 
on which we have not reached 
agreement,” he said. 

“These are different 
approaches on how to solve 
j£ese problems,." . 

“We will meet again in 
Egypt to give a chance for 
informal contacts and study the 
outstanding questions,” Mr. 
Rabin said. 

Mr. Arafat looked despon- 
dent as he told a separate news 
conference that both sides 
were still committed to the 
outline peace accord, “but we 
have some differences over 
some points and we agreed to 
have another meeting within 
the next 10 days.” 

PLO officials, who bad 
argued that Israel must keep to 
the withdrawal timetable or 
risk even more Palestinians 
turning against the peace 
accord, looked angry ana upset 
after the meeting. 

Mr. Arafat, looking tired 
and drawn, told the press con- 
ference: “We had an important 
meeting.” 


“The Israelis and the Palesti- 
nians are committed to the 
declaration of principles but 
there are some differences,” 
foe PLO chairman said. 

“We agreed to meet again 
here in Egypt in 10 days in- 
sha’ Allah, be added. 

- Asked if he thought 10 days 
was long, Mr. Arafat replied: 
‘Ten days is not a long tune.” 

He also voiced hope that foe 
delay in implementing foe self- 
rule would nor lead-to & new 
sprial of violence in the occu- 
pied territories. 

The Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza and Jericho is the first 
stage in a five-year interim 
period of self-rule for foe 
Palestinians during which they 
are to negotiate a permanent 
peace settlement with foe Jew- 
ish state. 

But many people on both 
sides condemn foe accord as a 
betrayal, particularly the 
120,000 Jewish settlers living in 
foe occupied territories and 
Palestinian hardliners who dis- 
miss any possibility of peace 
with Israel. 

Since the secretly-negotiated 
accord was made public, 38 
Palestinians and 18 Israelis 
have been killed, several in 
revenge attacks by settlers and 

(Continued on page 2) 


Arafat under Palestinian pressure 
to sign economic accord with Jordan 

Jordan may have to adopt self-protective measures 


ByLamfe K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

PALESTINE Liberation 
■Organisation (PLO) leader 
Yasser Arafat’s failure to sign 
a draft economic agreement 
with Jordan during ms short 
v&t to Amman last week is 
triggering serious political 
crisis that could undermine 
Jordan-PLO coordination 
and relations. 

In press statements, Jorda- 
nian officials have implied 
that if Mr. Arafat refuses to 
sign Jordan might have to 
take unilateral steps to pro- 
tect itself. 

Jordan's ma » T| concern is 
that the PLO would seek an 
agreement with Israel that 
could deal a serious blow to 
foe Jordanian dinar and 
threaten the - Kingdom’s 
financial stability. 

PLO officials contacted in 
Tunis said that they hope that 
foe Jordanian government 
would be patient with the 
PLO, especially since Mr. 
Arafat was expected to come 
under greater internal press- 
ure to reach agreement with 
Jordan, following his meeting 
Sunday with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

. Hie recent crisis between 
Jordan and foe PLO has 
oven rise to feats within the 
rLO and among Jordanians 
that foe lack of coordination 
between tife two sides would 
only make all Arab parties 


involved, individually, more 
vulnerable to Israeli terms as 
each will be compelled to 
accommodate the Jewish 
state to protect its own in- 
terests. 

Many PLO officials are dis- 
gruntled by Mr. Arafat’s eva- 
sive attitude, especially that 
they believe the projected 
agreement with Jordan is cru- 
cial for disengaging the eco- 
nomy of foe occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip from 
that of Israel. 

But Mr. Arafat himself, 
according to PLO officia ls, is 
convinced that it is premature' 
to sign foe agreement in foe- 
bchefthat it could restrict his 
margin of manoeuvrability as 
his main priority is to attain 
international, Arab and 
Israeli recognition of Palesti- 
nian nationhood. 

Mr. Arafat is said to have 
explained to PLO Executive 
Committee members prior to 
his arrival in Amman last 
week that he needed to first 
improve his position vis-a-vis 
Israel and the Western 
donors before signing foe 
agreement with Jordan. 

But the draft agreement, 
under which the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) will 
regulate monetry policies in 
foe future Palestinian entity 
that will adopt Jordanian cur- 
rency, has not been discussed 1 
in detail or ratified by foe 
PLO Executive Committee. 

The PLO leader has been- 


seeking an Israeli approval of 
a Palestinian central bank 
and an independent PaJesti- 
. man currency to ensure 
Palestinian sovereignty. 

In fact Mr. Ararat claims, 
according to PLO officials, 
that Ahmad Qouriea was not 
authorised to reach agree- 
ment with Jordan in the first 
place. 

The Executive Committee, 
foe officials say, was also not 
aware of Mr. Qouriea’s mis- 
sion last September but that 
was mainly due to foe declin- 
ing role of that top-level body 
as Mr. Arafat consolidated 
his one-man approach. 

In November Mr. Arafat 
sent the bead of foe PLO 
Economic Department, 
Mohammad Zuhdi A! 
Nashashibi, to modify the 
basic principles reached be- 
tween Mr. Qouriea and 
minister of state for Prime 
Ministry affairs, Jawad A1 
Anani. The mission of Mr. 
Nashashibi was viewed as a 
tactic by Mr. Arafat to proc- 
rastinate until his position 
with Israel was clarified. 

Following his return to 
Tunis, Mr. Nashashibi gave 
an interview to Jordanian 
evening daily, Akher Kha- 
bar, in which he also dis- 
closed the details of what was 
termed as foe final draft 
agreement emphasising the 
need to give priority to Jor- 
dan over Israel. 

Mr. Arafat's hesitation has 


provoked internal resent- 
ments within foe PLO. Many 
officials argue that some kind 
of an arrangement should be 
worked out with Jordan be- 
fore reaching farther agree- 
ment with Israel. 

Judging by Interviews con- 
ducted by the Jordan Times, 
there seem to be three trends 
within the PLO regarding the 
issues: 

— The first, represented 
mainly by Mr. Arafat, holds 
that there should be procras- 
tination over foe agreement 
pending better terms with 
Israel, which would pave the 
way for Palestinian 
sovereignty. 

— The second trend calls 
for an immediate signing of 
the agreement lest the 
Palestinian economy become 

even more vulnerable to 

Israel’s. 

— The third supports an 
agreement with Jordan bnt 
argues that a clear political 
framework, at least between 
foe two leaderships, should 
be worked out firet. 

The third trend seen to 
include most of the PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee members 
.and Mr. Arafat's leading 
partners in foe peace process. 

Mr. Arafat’s attirude has 
provoked serious criticism by 
his colleagues for ignoring 
foe importance of Jordan! an- 
Palestinian relations. 

(Continued on page 5) 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government 
Sunday presented foe Lower 
House or Parliament with wbat 
Finance Minister Sami Gam- 
moh described as foe first “de- 
ficit-free” budget in the history 
of Jordan. 

The general revenue, includ- 
ing grants and foreign aid, of 
JD 156 million, will completely 
finance the JD 1,487.1 milli on 
draft budget, Mr. Gammoh 
told foe House in his budget 
speech. 

The budget projects an esti- 
mated 8.7 per cent in general 
revenues over foe reestimated 
revenues of 1993, with local 
revenues covering about 86 per 
cent of foe total capital and 
current expenditures, he said. 

Mr. Gammoh said the total 
expenditure was estimated at 
JD 1,487 million, reflecting an 
estimated increase of 11 per 
cent over foe reestimation of 
1993 expenditure. 

An estimated JD 1,128.4 
million constitute current ex- 
penditure, compared to foe 
reestimated JD 1,049.3 million 
cuiTent expenditure of 1993, 
he said. He estimated capital 
expenditure at JD 357.7, com- 
pared to JD 292 million in 
reestimated expenditure in 
1993. 

Spending on defence and in- 
ternal security was estimated at 
JD 378.1 million, financial 
management and subsidies to 
state institutions, basic food 
goods and debt servicing were 
estimated at JD 494.1 million 
and foe economic development 
services were pot at JD 249 
million. 

The general management 
sector will receive JD 160 mil- 
lion, foe international affairs 


sector JD 16.4 million, the 
social services and education 
sector JD 252.4 million and foe 
cultural, youth, telecom- 
munication and transportation 
sectors JD 81.1 million. 

Domestic and foreign debt 
servicing was estimated at JD 
300.1 million, compared with 
foe reestimated JD 281.2 mil- 
lion for 1993. 

About JD 66 million will be 
earmarked as an emergency 
budget to finance development 
and capital projects if financing 
was made available through 
grants, foreign aid or soft 
loans. 

An estimated JD 495 million 
expenditure by public institu- 
tions is added to foe govern- 
ment spending, bringing its tot- 
al value to about JD 2 billion 
or 50 per cent of foe estimated 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
for 1994. 

Mr. Gammoh told the 
House that the government 
aims at achieving the following 
economic goals in 1994: 

1. Achieving a growth of no 
less than 5.5 per cent in fixed 
prices in foe GDP. 

2. Reducing foe general con- 
sumption in relation to foe 
GDP from 99.3 per cent in 
1993 to 97.8 per cent. 

3. Lowering the deficit in foe 
trade balance wi thin the ba- 
lance of payment as a percen- 
tage of the GDP from 10.4 per 
cent in 1993 to 72 per cent. 

4. Reducing the budget de- 
ficit after excluding foe grants 
from 6.4 per cent of foe GDP 
in 1993 to 5.3 per cent. 

5. Keeping inflation at 4.5 
per cent. 

6. Maintaining foe stability 
of foe currency and building 
die country’s foreign exchange 
reserves. 

7. Improving the balance of 


payment through promoting 
exports, increasing the local 
production and encouraging 
export oriented industries. 

8. Decreasing foreign inde- 
btedness. 

9. Improving the quality of 
life through effectively dealing 
with poverty and unemploy- 
ment. 

10. Charging the real cost of 
government services while im- 
proving its standards. 

11. Keeping subsidies on 
basic food items and making 
sure that subsidies go to those 
who need them. 

Mr. Gammoh said that the 
draft budget, which was based 
on foeprinriples of attaining 
self-sufficiency and modernis- 
ing economic legislation 
among other things, represents 
the government's economic 
plan in the third year of foe 
economic adjustment prog- 
ramme. 

He said the draft law was 
unique in that general re- 
venues cover general expendi- 
ture, each of the Kingdom's 
eight gervemorates has inde- 
pendent budgets, and (hat it is 
designed to treat the problem 
of low productivity in the pub- 
lic and private sectors. 

Mr. Gammoh said initial in- 
dicators paint that foe national 
economy continued to grow at 
a “good” level even though 
performance of some sectors 
was better in the first nine 
months of 1993 because they 
were affected by foe “political 
events” in the last three 
months. 

He said foe QDP.was ex- 
pected to grow by six percent 
by foe end of 1993 due to the 
projected 12 per <x*tit growth in 
foe construction Sector, lfrper 
cent growth m the agritadtm’al 
sector, and seven per cent in . 


the trade sector. 

- He said, however, that a 
negative growth of 2.7 per cent 
is expected in the mining sector 
because of lower international 
prices, increased competition 
and decreased internation;:! 
consumption of phosphates 
and fertilisers. 

Mr. Gammoh added that the 
“continuation erf the embargo 
on Aqaba” contributed to the 
negative growth of these indus- 
tries because of the higher 
costs of transportation it lea to. 
The -muting industries contri- 
bute 12.6 per cent of the GDP 
with the private sector contri- 
buting only five per cent, he 
said, calling on the private 
sector to increase its contribu- 
tion to productive industries. 

The minister said the local 
consumption in relation to the 
GDP decreased by about three 
per cent, compared to 1992. 
“This is a very positive indica- 
tor” he said. 

Pointing that the volume of 
trade was stable in comparison 
with 1993, Mr. Gammoh said 
that a positive change in the 
kind of goods exchanged had 
occurred. The ratio of con- 
sumpbon goods imported in 
1993 dropped to 38 per cent 
from 41 per cent in 1992. 

The balance of services is 
expected to achieve a surplus 
of $1.6 billion in 1993, register- 
ing an increase of 10.5 per cent 
over 1992, said Mr. Gammoh. 

He attributed foe increase to 
the improvement in the per- 
formance of the tourism sector 
and increased remittances 
from Jordanian expatriates. 
He said the increase is ex- 
pected to bring the deficit in 
the ‘account down to 10 
per cent from 15 per cent ic 
■ 1992. . 

(O mtimwd on page 5) 
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Extend their heartfelt wishes 
for the safety and well-being 
of fellow citizens and shoppers . 
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Also extend gratitude to all 
well-wishing friends, colleagues and 
suppliers who particularly expressed 
their sympathies and concern for 
the safety of shoppers and staff . 
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DUBAI (R) — Qatar said a 
visit to Baghdad by its deputy 
chief of staff was a private one 
but stressed its need for what 
he called balanced ties with 


Iraq. 

Qatar’s Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben 


Jassim Ben Jabr A] Thani told 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC) in an interview 
that the Baghdad visit was not 
part of “Qatar's dealings with 




Israeli right-wing demonstrators bnrn posters 
from the “Peace Now*’ movement as wed as one 
of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin with 


Yasser Arafat daring an anti-peace accord 
demonstration (AFP photo) 


Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein met the Qatari officer. 
Sheikh Mohammad Ben Fahd 
Ben Mohammad Ai Thani, 
earlier this month and Iraqi 
newspapers said he was on an 
official visit. 

Sheikh Hamad told the BBC 
in the interview broadcast on 
Saturday. “That visit was not 
an official one... and the meet- 
ing was upon an in dative by 
the Iraqi president,” the Qatar 
News Agency reported. 

But the minister stressed 
that although his country 
fought against Iraq during the 
1991 Gulf war and fully abides 
by United Nations-unposed 
sanctions on Iraq, Doha 
favoured “balanced and dear 
ties” with Baghdad. 

We said Dona believes that 
Baghdad’s ties with the coun- 
tries which fought against it in 
the war should be restored to 
their earlier levels once Iraq 
met all Gulf war-related U.N. 
resolutions. 

But Arabs diplomats say 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states, mainly Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait, are against 
any contacts with Iraq as long 
as President Saddam remains 


Israeli army morale drops 
as withdrawal approaches 


Sheikh Hamad also said rc- 

g 'onai border disputes should 
; resolved through dialogue 
or international arbitration. 

Qatar almost boycotted last 
year’s annnal GCC summit to 
protest a border dash with 
Saudi Arabia last September 
but attended at the last minute 
when Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak stepped in to 
mediate between the two 
neighbours. 


By Dan Perry 

The Associated Press 

TEL AVIV — With the 
approach of military with- 
drawal, Israeli soldiers in the 
occupied Gaza Strip see their 
duty as both pointless annd 
more dangerous. 

“We really felt like cannon 
fodder this time,” said Itzik 
Zalgari, a 31-year-old para- 
troop reservist, after enaing a 
month-long tour at the 
Jabalya refugee camp in the 
northern Gaza Strip. 

It was his unit’s fifth stint in 
the occupied territories since 
the Palestinian uprising be- 
gan in 1987 ana third in 
Jabalya, the teeming refugee 
camp that is home to some of 
the most hardline under- 
ground leaders. 

Hanan Gilad, another 
member of the unit, said the 
impending withdrawal has 
sapped the motivation of sol- 
diers to maintain control. 

In the early days of the 
uprising soldiers worried ab- 
out losing the test of wills if 
they failed to break up pro- 
tests iq Jabalya, Gilad said. 

“But now, we know there 
is no significance to what we 
are doing... except for stick- 
ing to some timetable and 
holding on to the camp for 
another month or two,” he 
said. “No one wants to be the 
last one hurt there.” 

Army regulars, who need 


Rabin- Arafat deadlock 


(Coatbraed from page 1) 
Hamas. 

The PLO, though, suffers 
more than the Israeli govern- 
ment from the delay. Palesti- 
nians are deeply cynical after 
more than a quarter-century of 
military occupation and the 
PLO leadership is dissolving as 
even the most loyal officials 
criticise Mr. Arafat for auto- 
cracy and mismanagement. 

Mr. Arafat came to Sunday's 
summit without the man who 
was until recently his most 
important aide — Mahmoud 
Abbas, who ensured a place on 
radical assassination fists by 
signing the outline peace 
accord with Israel. 

As in their second meeting 
in Cairo on Oct. 6, Mr. Rabin 
refused a public handshake 
with Mr. Arafat when the two 
sat down with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak at the 
presidential palace in northern 
Cairo. 

“Later, later,” Mr.' Rabin 
told reporters. 

Mr. Arafat, wearing military 
fatigues and his trademark 
checkered headscarf, was smil- 
ing before starting tete-a-tete 
tarns with Mr. Rabin, who was 
dressed in a dark suit and 
appeared stoney faced. 


Palestinians in the occupied 
territories were angry and bit- 
ter that the PLO-Israel accord 
failed its first test, and some 
predicted that missing the 
promised start-up date would 


fuel more Woodshed. 

“The people will be very 
angry tomorrow. We are dis- 
appointed,” said Abdul Karim 
Siar, head of Mr. Arafat's 
Fateh office in Jericho who 
said be was still hopeful of 
other gestures like prisoner re- 
leases to ease tensions. 

Dr. Haidar Abdul Shafi, a 
leading figure in the Gaza 
Strip, also slated for auton- 
omy. said the failure was a 
blow to the credibility of the 
peace process. 

“The delay will not help for 
the credibility of peace," he 
said. “People wffl have more fears and 
doubts. My feeling is that 
this agreement will have bring 
us nothing because it doesn’t 
tackle the key issue of settle- 
ments.” 

There are about 3,500 to 
5,000 settlers estimated to live 
in the Gaza Strip, but they 
requires Israel’s army to re- 
main in some locations and 
complicates agreement on 
security issues. Palestinians 
want to see all the soldiers 
leave. 

. “The 10 days that they 
talked about will not be 
enough. It will be postponed 
again because the problems are 
too big to be solved in 10 
days,” said Sami Abu Samhan- 
dane, one of the new genera- 
tion of Fateh leaders in Gaza. 

He said he did not believe 
there would be an outpouring 
of anger, but youths might 
confront Israeli soldiers to put 


special permission to speak to 
reporters, have received in- 
structions in recent weeks to 
avoid interviews, army 
sources said. But comments 
by reservists, who can speak 
freely after returning to civi- 
lian life, indicated a wide- 
spread morale problem in 

According to the Sept. 13 
peace accord with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), Israel is to begin 
wit|i d rawing on Monday 
from Gaza, where 800.000 
Palestinians live, and from 
Jericho in the West Bank. ■ 

Security arrangements are 
incomolete . however, and 
both sides have hinted at a 
delay. 

The uncertainty, combined 
with opposition to the accord 
by banuiners, has made the 
last weeks violent. 

Danny Ben-Tal, a 37-year- 
old journalist, said one of 
strongest feelings among sol- 
diers is that, just as camp 
patrols are becoming point- 
less, they become the most 
dangerous. The principal 
weapons used to be stones, 
bat now militants have auto- 
matic weapons. 

“This was the first time in 
the intifada we were con- 
stantly facing fiye ammuni- 
tion/’ he said. “You’re 
scared for your life, man.” 

Ben-Tal said a firebomb 


pressure on the Israeli govern- 
ment. 

Hanna Amireh, a leader in 
the pro-Arafat Palestine Peo- 
ple’s Party, said unrest could 
increase as a result of the 
breakdown in Cairo. 

“There are less and less peo- 
ple who would support the 
agreement, and of course, vio- 
lence will rise up,” he said. 

In the latest attack, an 
Israeli bus driver was seriously 
wounded in the West Bank on 
Sunday night by Palestinian in 
a passing car. 

The man was hit by a bullet 
in the chest in the latest of a 
series of tit-for-tat shootings in 
the Hebron area, where 
Palestinians have been under 
curfew since last Sunday when 
Muslim fundamentalists sbot 
deal two Israelis. 

Two Palestinians fired bursts 
of automatic fire at the bus 
from a car before driving off. 

On Friday Jewish settlers 
killed three Palestinians in Tar- 
qumiyah village just north of 
Herbiron. 

A caller said Sunday a group 
calling itself “the Sword of 


David” was responsible for 
killing the three Palestinian 
workers, and vowed to carry 
out more such attacks. 

The claim from the previous- 
ly unknown group came Sun- 
day in a cau to Trim news 
agency in Tel Aviv. The caller 
said the group would “wipe out 
the police command” if it 
stood in its way. 


missed him by two metres. 
He said he saw a soldier sbot 
in the thigh and his company 
commander hospitalised with 
head injuries after being 
stoned while chasing several 
armed men. 

Frustration is worst among 
regular soldiers aged 18 to 21. 
who are “dying to react” but 
have strict orders intended to 
prevent a cycle of violence, 
he said 

Noam Hadar, 32 and just 
back from a month in Gaza, 
said morale is “at its lowest 
ever!” 

Reuven Gal, director of 
the independent Israel Cen- 
tre for Military Studies, said 
research indicates soldiers 
may have serious emotional 
scars. 

Gal, a former chief army 
psychologist, said many sol- 
diers emerged from wars 
“with more appreciation for 
life and they discovered their 
ability to stand up to difficult 
situations,” but that the in- 
tifada left soldiers “burned 
out and desperate.” 

Early fears that participa- 
tion in violence in the terri- 
tories would make young 
Israelis more violent atbome 
did not materialise. Gal said. 

Instead, he added, expo- 
sure to the complex, explo- 
sive situation in the occupied 
lands appeared to have a 
moderating effect. 


“We are aware of the call," 
said Police spokesman Uzi 
Sandori. declining further 
comment- 

Police Minister Moshe Shah- 
al said there were no signs of 
an orgnaised Jewish terror 
group in the occupied lands. 

Yossi Sarid, the environ- 
ment minister, said Sunday 
that there were signs a terror 
group was in the making. 

“If there is no underground, 
there is preparation for one,” 
he told reporters. - “This prepa- 
ration is dangerous." 

Elias Freij, mayor of the 
West Bank town of Beth- 
lehem, said the postponement 
of the first deadline of the 
peace accord was a dangerous 
precedent that cast doubt on 
other deadlines. 

“Now they will have more 
doubts in their hearts about the 
true intentions of the Israeli 
government," said Mr. Freij. 
“I'm sure it will have a psycho- 
logical effect on the Palesti- 
nians.” 

He called on Israel to make 
immediate gestures to rebuild 
confidence, including releasing 
some of the 10.500 prisoners. 
Reports suggested Israel plan- 
ned to release 1,200 soon and 
allow some deported leaders to 
return. 

“People here had been wait- 
ing with all their hearts to see 
their own police jn the 
streets,” said Akram Abu Sun- 
bul, 28, a resident of the Akbar 
Jabr refugee camp. 


Libyan lobbying in U.S. 
said under investigation 


WASHINGTON (R) - The 
Justice Department is focusing 
a criminal investigation on 
alleged Libyan attempts to lob- 
by the U.S. government to 
ease sanctions. U.S. News and 
World Report said Saturday. 

The probe centres on allega- 
tions that Libya made laree 
illegal payments to U.S. 
citizens in return for lobbying 
at the highest levels of the U.S. 
government, the magazine 
said. 

A Justice Department 
spokesman said tne agency 
would have no comment on the 
report. 

According to the magazine, 
the goal of the lobbying cam- 
paign was to ease international 
sanctions against Tripoli and 
help resolve the case of two 
Libyans indicted for the 198S 
bombing of Pan Am flight 103 
over Lockerbie, Scotland. 

Among the allegations being 
investigated were a claim by a 
Libyan official that Tripoli 
contributed to then-President 
George Bush's 1992 reelection 
campaign, an act which — if 
true — would violate U.S. 
election law. the magazine 
said. 

The government is also look- 
ing into possible talks between 
American businessmen and Li- 
byan officials on a plan for 
Libya to invest S200 milli on in 
U.S. real estate — a transac- 
tion investigators believe Libya 
pursued in an effort to bypass 
united Nations and U.S. sanc- 
tions, the news magazine re- 
ported. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi, facing a tightening of 
U.N. sanctions over Libya's 
refusal to hand over the two 
suspects in the airliner bomb- 
inp . has asked Italy to help end 


the row, a Catholic magazine 

said- , , . 

Italy — Libya s former colo- 
nial ruler — could help “per- 
suade Britain and the U.S. that 
a lot could be obtained from 
Libya through friendship and 
not sanctions,” Colonel 
Qadbafi's said in “30 days” 
maaazine. 

The United States said Fri- 
day that it would press for an 
embargo against oil exports 
from Libya if it persisted in 
refusing to surrender die two 
men that U.S. and British in- 
vestigators believe were re- 
sponsible for the bombing. 

Interviewed in the magazine 
by former Italian Premier 
Giulio Andreotti, Col. Qadha- 
fi said that Egypt had put 
forward a proposal aimed ar 
ending the dispute, which Tri- 
poli considered acceptable. He 
did not elaborate on the prop- 
osal. 

“But I don’t know if the 
accused and their families will 
accept it,” be said. 

Asked if he would agree to 
the suspects being tried in 
Egypt, Col. Qadhafi said: 
“Egypt has nothing against it. 
nor nave we.” 

Libya’s failure to hand oyer 
the suspects and comply with 
U.N. orders to help a French 
probe into the 1989 bombing of 
a flight over Niger that killed 
171 has led to tightening of 
sanctions. 

Hie new curbs, which went 
into force on Dec. 1, freeze 
Libya's assets abroad and bar it 
from importing certain types of 
equipment used at oil transport 
terminals and in refineries, but 
they do not cover the export of 
Libyan oil or Libya's purchase 
of oil-drilling equipment. 


France allocates $4.65m to 
protect nationals in Algeria 


PARIS (Agencies) — The 
French government proposes 
to increase its foreign affairs 
budget by 27.48 million francs 
($4.65 million) to reinforce 
security measures for French 
nationals living in Algeria. 

Finance Minister Nicolas 
Sarkozy put forward the prop- 
osal at a meeting of the upper 
house, the senate, to set the 
1994 budget. It is aimed at 
“financing the exceptional me- 
asures for reinforcing the 
security of the French living in 
Algeria.” 

Three French consular 
workers were kidnapped in 
Algeria in October by a mili- 
tant fundamentalist group and 
subsequently released. But 
they carried a warning that all 
foreigners should leave the 
country by Dec. 1. 

Eleven foreigners have been 
killed since September, four of 
them since the Dec. 1 expira- 
tion of the deadline set by 
militants for expatriots to quit 
the country or face death. 

The senate, in a first reading 
early Sunday, later adopted 
the budget, carrying a deficit of 
301.4 bfllion francs ($51.9 bil- 


warning foreigners to leave 
Algeria or face death. 

The killings convinced the 
foreign community they are in 
danger in Algeria and promp- 
ted the U.S. and German 
embassies to cut staff. 

Paris has said it was with- 
drawing non-essential staff and 
bolstenng security around 
French public buildings in 
Algeria, such as schools and 
consular offices. 

It warned French residents 
“to exercise extreme vigi- 
lance.” 

Other countries, including 
the Netherlands, Britain ana 
Belgium, have warned their 
citizens not to travel to 
Algeria. 

More than 1,700 Algerians 
have died in the violence, 
blamed by the authorities on 
Muslim militants, that has grip- 
ped the country since an elec- 
tion the fundamentalists were 
poised to win was cancelled in 
January 1992. 

Two Muslim fundamental- 
ists shot dead a prison warden 
on Saturday ana an Algerian 
court prosecutor, attacked 13 


Kon), or 4.1 per cent of gross 
domestic product. 

Group claims murders 

An Algerian Islamic Group 
has said it killed four fore- 
igners in Algeria this month 
and vowed to keep hunting 
“the enemies of God,” the 
French daily Le Monde said 
Saturday. 

Le Monde said it had re- 
ceived a statement, said to be 
from the Islamic Armed 
Group, claiming responsibility 
for the murders of a Spaniard, 
a Russian woman, a retired 
Frenchman and a British com- 
puter technician. 

“Attacks will go on... we 
will continue hunting the ene- 
mies of God,” Le Monde 
quoted the statement as 
saying. 

The four have been killed 
since the expiry of the deadline 
from the Islamic Armed Group 


days ago. died of his wounds, 
Algiers Radio said. 

Hodne Ben Ali was killed in 


front of the prison at Boufarik, 
25 kilometres south of the 
capital. 

The radio said that Saida 
court prosecutor Abdul Rah- 
man Ghekaf died on Saturday 
from bullet wounds, inflicted 
in an attack last month by a 
lone gunman as he parked his 
car. 

Cbekaf, 44, was the seventh 
court official to be killed since 
last May 15. 

The official news agency 
APS said on Saturday that 
Mohammad Benbamouda, 
brother of the leader of Alger- 
ia's main trade 1 union, bad 
died during Thursday night in a 
Paris hospital. 

He was seriously wounded 
last month when uniden tifi ed 
men attacked him at his busi- 
ness in the east Algerian city of 
Constantine. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

9 killed in Tajik-Afghan border clashes 

DUSHANBE (AFP) - Nine Tajik 

AMASS * quoting fhe iMo 

the nine were hilled as they M emoted M to* mto 

Tajikistan across the border with Afolunistan atPjmnmg. 1 IX 

militants were among a group of ’ ^^Jnd far 

from Afghanistan, the ministry stud. Nine wereJuHcdaad ^ 

others fled back across the frontier. There were no casualties 

Smong Tajik tr^ps. Garibov 

Gom-Badikhshan. said Saturday that 

famine because violent clashes and a harsh 

access to the region. Two children had. already ^ d f rOTiMnger 

in villages in the mountainous region, where the situation was 

now “wy* critical.” he said. Bread was not ™| 0 «ed to 300 

a neo-communist government came to poweT in elections in 
December 1992. 

Iran: No military ties with N. Korea 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian Defence Minister Mohammad 
Fotuzandeh said Saturday on returning from a visit to Pyon- 
gyang that Iran did not plan to its military 

with North Korea. Cited by the official IRNA news agency ,.the 
minister said the two countries would cooperate in the areas of 
communications, industry, housing and urban development, 
and trade. Foruzandeh, who attended the fifth Tehran- ryqn- 
gvang joint economic commission meeting, said Ir^ and North 
Korea had signed a protocol on trade and services. Bat he 
denied Western media reports on the expansion _ of military 
cooperation between Iran and North Korea, including a 
contract for testing North Korean missiles in Iran. ”No such 
programme has ever existed between the two countries, he 
stressed. North Korea, which sold arms to Iran during Us 
eight-year war with Iraq from 1980 to 1988. in recent years 
bolstered its ties with the Islamic republic and the two countries 
regularly exchange official delegations. 

Celebrated filmdirector Bagdadi dies 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Celebrated Frencb-Lebanese film maker 
Maroun Baoriadi died here on Friday aged 43, officials said on 
Saturday. Bagdadi, regarded as one of the most outstanding 
Lebanese film directors' was in Beirut to work on a new film. 


fallen down the stairs. Bagdadi left a wife, son and young 
daughter.. His wife is due to have another baby in the next few 
days. Bom into a Lebanese Christian family in Beirut, Bagdadi 
studied cinema in France and began his cinematic career in 
Beirut in 1973 with a Lebanese television production, “Seven- 
and-a-half,” which proved a great success. Just before the 
outbreak of the Lebanese civil war in April 1975 Bagdadi made 
“Beirut, Oh Beirut,” a documentary regarded by critics as a 
foretaste of the tragedy to come. Bagdadi later made three 
full-length feature films in French. During his stay in France he 
became a French citizen, but returned frequently to Lebanon, 
making four documentaries on the civil war. Bagdadi, who spent 
a year in the United States working with film director Francis 
Ford Coppola, was planning to make a film in the United States 
early next year. 

Militants urge foreigners to quit Cairo festival 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Islamic militant group called on all 
foreigners participating in an international film festival here on 
Saturday to leave the country and claimed responsibility for 
attacks on two cinemas. A statement released by the outlawed 
Al Gamaa Al Islamiyah said one of its units “carried out a 
successful attack with bombs and automatic .capons”. oh two 
cinemas showing films on the programme of the “pornographic 
Cairo festival.” Fundamentalist gunmen riding in care sprayed 
moviegoers with automatic gunfire and smoke bombs after 
midnight Thursday, killing a policeman and wounding six other 
people. The festival, which started on Nov. 29, ended late 
Saturday. The group called on “guests of the festival to return to 
their countries,” stressing that it could “not remain silent about 
such reprehensible acts.” Police said on Friday thev had 






many policemen would be on duty outride, news reports said. 

Indonesia to curb rise in number of pilgrims 

JAKARTA (AFP) The government of Indonesia, the world’s 
most populous Islamic nation, is to .curb the number of Muslims 
taking the yearly Haj to Mecca to 150,000, officials news agency 
Antara said here Sunday. “The number of pilgrims has been 
increasing by 20 per cent each year and 150,000 have been 
projected for the 1994 pilgrimage, which is only two months 
away.]’ Antara quoted Religious Affaire Minister Tannizi Taher 
as saying. Mr. Taher said the limitation was aimed at promoting 
Haj management and services to Muslims. Under an agreement 
reached between Saudi Arabia as host country and countries of 
the Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC). the latter 
were only permitted to send a maximum of one per thousand of 
l « A.E?? u ‘ at * on to i° in annual pilgrimage season. About 
125,000 Indonesian Muslims, or 0,88 per cent of the country's 
185 million population, made the tnp in 1993. ’ 

Kuwait foresees agreement with China 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait expects to conclude a defence 
cooperation agreement with China, Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah Al Ahmad was quoted on Sunday 
as saying. “Our next agreement will be with China, “ he was 
quoted as saying by the London -based Al Shaw Al Awsat 
newspaper, the official Kuwait News Agency reported. 
Kuwait last month signed a defence pact with Russia, its fourth 
with a permanent member of the U.N. Security Council - 


its fourth 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17:30 .. Les Adventuriers dc L'Espace 

1&00 La Scheme Dimension 

S3 

19:15 The weekly sport magazine 

19&0 News in Hebrew 

2fc00 News in Arabic 

2030 Be 1 * 3 

2i:i# The House of Eliott 

22- 00 News in English 

77-nn "The Gu3ty~ 

23- 10 The Sleeping Beauty 

PRAYER TIMES 

0459 Fajr 

0 & 2 / (Sunrise) Duha 

II *» D ^ r 

1637 Maghreb 

17:59 Isha 

. CHURCHES 

gk Mary of Nazareth Church Srrtifieh. 

TdL 810740 , 

^ocMnhS fs of God Church, TeL 

632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. iS, 4590. 
Church of the Annaadatioo TeL 
637440. 


Dr b Salle Church Tel. 6617S7 
Terrasanda Qwrdi Tel: 622366 
Church of the Aanaadation TeL 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 630851. Tel. 


Armenian CathoBe Church TeL 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church TeL 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 

A entrain Irtramtirari Onii ih Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation TeL ££4195 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 654932 
Church of Nazareue TCL675691- 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Goods will build up gradually during 
Ifae day, ram will fall in ibe northern 
and central parts of the Kingdom, 
temperatures will drop gradually, and 
winds mil be southeasterly becoming 
southwesterly active. In Aqaba, it will 
be dusty, winds will be northerly active 
and seas calm. 


Amman 6/15 

Aqaba 12/24 

Deserts 4/16 

Jordan Vattey 13/23 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man IS. Aqaba 26 Humidity readings: 
Ammon 29 per cent. Aqaba 25 per 
cent. 


Min./Max. temp. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Rams Mzawi 794744 

Dr. Khalil Al Jbali 740740 

Dr. Mohammad Orman 612232 

Dr. S&abATUsod 649028 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A! Asema pharmacy 637055 

Naiioukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 64494S 

Shmesani pharmacy 637660 

Naironjh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Khafil 277757 


Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Afcram Haddad 985550 

Khatifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvfl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192, 621111, 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 63(021 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaDs ...010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdadi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 


Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Plight Information 08-53200 

Oueen Aha Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khaiidi Maternity./. Aron... 6442SV6 
AJrileh Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmebani 664171/4 

Shmekam* Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasner Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Aboali 666127/37 

ALAhh, Abdaii 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mubaireen 777101/3 

AJ- Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 77511 1/26 

Army, Marta 891611/15 

Queen Alin Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital (091983323 

Zaroa National Hospital .. 109)900560 

Ibo situ Hospital (09)986732 

AIHtkma Modem Hospital (09)990990 

IRBdh 


Process Bisma Hoqiital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibu Al Nafees Hospital 1 02)247] 00 

AQABA: 

Princess Hsya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Oacen Alia International 
Airport Tel. ( 08)53200-5 , where h 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

07:10 Saturn l RJ) 

0635 Damascus (RJ) 

OfcOQ Jeddah RJ) 

W-JO Riyadh (RJ) 

•*55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IfcOQ Beirut (RJ) 

19J0 New Delhi (RJ) 

lfc45 .... New York, Amsterdam RJ) 

17:00 Cairo (RJ) 

1&45 Bangkok (RJ) 

I9J0 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 


Other nights (Terminal 2) 

*25 Cairo (MS) 

Khartoum (SD) 

Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GFj 

18:45 Dubai (EM) 

01:10 Amsterdam (KL) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

?£2S Beirut IRJ) 

Amsterdam, Orirapn fRj) 

12=05 .Looffiitri 

jjj® Frankfurt (RJ) 

1145 Cairo (RJ) 

■■■■■•■ ““inwiyui 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Dubai, Karachi (RJ) 

£*5 Damascus (Rj) 

2130 Abu Dhabi Muscat (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Istanbul fTA 

*•125 CairoflriS 

i**® Khartoum (SD‘ 

133° Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (GF 

JH* Dubai (KL 

Amsterdam (KL) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAM 


5:00 p.m. every Monday 


730 a.m. every Sunday 
Arr. Amman 5:00 p.m. every Sunday 


*a*uoet prices 

Uppedbwcr price in Ob per kg. 
Banana (Mnfcmnioar) gg 

&5L ; M'jj 

gl&r 11 200/100 

^'52 


Marrow 


200 MOO 


Dtp. Amman 
Air.Damncw 


■ 8K)0 every Monday 


rara.vwiMHU,, 350 / 

7tm» 
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International team 
see room 


■ By Suhair Obddat 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanians have 
much to be proud of in their 
efforts towards democracy, but 
there remains room for further 
strengthening of the process, 
according to an international 
team of democracy advocates 
which recently conducted 3 
visit to Jordan and the West 
Bank. 

"Everyone (we met) seemed 
to believe that further progress 
towards democracy is impor- 
tant for securing peace and an 
equitable economic develop- 
ment." said Thomas Melia, 
director of the Middle East 
Programme a.t the National 
Democratic Institute for Inter- 
nationa] Affairs. 

NDI is a non-profit corpora- 
tion that conducts non-partisan 
international^ programmes to 
help maintain and strengthen 
democratic institutions and in- 
cludes among its ranks experts 
from the United States and 
from other countries. 

According to Mr.* Melia, 



NDI works on an inclusive, 
multi-party basis to exchange 
information about political 


party development, electoral 
ana <f 

emance. 


*• r 1 WIVVIUIUJ 

processes ana democratic gov- 


. are not arriving at 
judgements, we do this work 
out of curiosity and the meet- 
ings (in Amman) were con- 
ducted in a frank and relaxed 
manner," Mr. Melia told the 
Jordan Times. 

NDI maintains that its multi- 
national approach reinforces 
the message that there exists 
no single idea] democratic sys- 
tem, _ although certain core 
principles are shared by all 
democracies. 

“Although Jordan is unique 
and must find its own way to 
build democratic institutions, 
there are nevertheless some 
similarities with other coun- 
tries,'’ Mr. Melia said. 

He added that “there does 
seem to be interest among 
Jordanians in learning about 
the transitions to democracy 
that are underway in other 
parts of the work 


Mr. Melia described the 
team’s first visit to Jordan as a 
“survey mission to see the un- 
folding political situation 
among the Palestinians in the 
occupied territories and learn 
more about the democratisa- 
tion process initiated by His 
Majesty (King Hussein) and 
introduce the institute to 
Jordanians.” 

During their five-day visit, 
the team met with "Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali, 
Interior Minister Salameh 
Hammad and Lower House 
Speaker Taher Al Masri. 

“We also met with political 
activists such as Abdul Hadi 
Majali (Al-Ahd Party), 
Yacoub Zayadeen (Jordanian 
Communist Party), Anis 
Muasher (AJ-Wa's Party) and 
Ishaq Farhan (Islamic Action 
Front), as well as people from 
outside political parties.” he 
said. 

Among possible areas of 
cooperation that were discus- 
sed are initiatives to strengthen 
the operation of Parliament, 
amending the Election Law 


and reforming and enhancing 
women's participation in polf- 
tics, according to Mr. Melia. 

On their future projects. Mr. 
Melia said that there are no 
specific plans yet and that 
NDJ’s next step depends on 
■the kind of requests they re- 
ceive from the Jordanians. 

The team, which left Am- 
man Sunday, will return to the 
region within a few months, 
upon a request from Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank “to 
supply them with information 
about the development of elec- 
tions," Mr. Melia said. 

Other than the Middle East, 
NDI is actively involved in 
Africa. Asia, Central and East- 
ern Europe. Latin America 
and the Caribbean and the 
former Soviet Union. 

Its programmes include poli- 
tical party training, election 
processes, legislative training, 
local government, building 
civil-military relations and civic 
education. NDI issues various 
publications in addition to a 
quarterly review of its activi- 
ties. 
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'HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent confers medal on Sheikh Ben Jazi 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, Sunday conferred Jordan's Independence 
Medal upon Sheikh Faisal Ben Jazi in appreciation of his 
efforts as a member of the Lower House and his dedicated 
services. ‘ 

Princess Sarvath receives Japanese volunteers 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Al 
Hassan Sunday received a 'team of volunteers from the 
Japanese International Cooperation Agency (J1CA). The 
has just completed their voluntary mission in Jordan, 
re "team members trained students at the Young Women's 
Muslim Association (YWMA) in such trades as ceramics, 
weaving and physical education. 

JETT puts 14 new bases into service 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Tourism and Antiquities 
Mohammad Adwan SupJay lauded the important role played 
by the Jordan Express Travel and Tourism company (JETT) in 


tourism in Jordan. Addressing a special ceremony 
Jty tri ce' ' 
new tourist buses to the JETT line. 


ne a 

ldd at Hussein Youth /City tri celebrate toe introduction of 14 

Dr. Adwan said that since 


its creation in 1973, JETT has contributed to developing toe 
economic industry ant suppo rting t he national economy. Dr. 
AdWait prafeed^th^etorts of JETT Staff saying that they have 
contributed positive)* to meeting' (tier increasing demand for 
tourist transport. Cfeunnanof the Board of Directors of the 
company Aonan Al iftifti said that adding 14 new buses to the 
company’s fleet wit enhance its ability to meet increasing 


demands. He said tie new buses are equipped with a computer 
j esig ned t o ensure comfort, with toe 
number erf JETT Durist buses total 150. Tbe ceremony was 


system dt 


toe new buses, the 


attended by Traisport Minister Adeeb Halasa, Director 
general of the Antiquities Department Safwan Al Tel and 
senior goverameit officials. 

Transport minster meets with Sudanese, 
Syrian offices 

AMMAN (Pete) — Transport Minister Adeeb Halasa Sun- 
day reviewed with Director General of the Sudanese Ports 
Corporation Mlhammad Taber scopes of bilateral coopera- 
tion. Both offiiials stressed the importance of exchange of 
expertise and fifld visits as means to enhance this cooperation. 
Mr. Halasa saidthe ministry is ready to sign a marine transport 
agreement witt Sudan, adding that the agreement will serve 
the economies rif both countries. Mr. Taher said he signed a 
memorandum understanding with toe Ports Corporation to 
organise cooperation between the two corporations in the 
areas of trailing, field visits and providing passenger services. 
Also SundaV Mr. Halasa reviewed with Syrian Deputy 
Transport Minster Ahmad Bashir Shahin bilateral relations in 
the transport field. 

U.S. concessional team arrives for talks today 

AMMAN (’etra) — A five-member U.S. congressional 
delegation, leaded by Senator Dennis Deconrini arrives here 
today (Monfay) on a two-day visit for talks with senior 
officials onJte Latest developments in the region, the Middle 
East peart process and bilateral relations. 

Qatari, education official to arrive 

AMMAN Petra) — Qatari Minister of Education Abdul Aziz 
Abdullah Al Turki Saturday arrives here on a three-day visit 
for falfrg yith his Jordanian counterpart on bilateral coopera- 
tion in era cation. Mr. Turki and Minister of Education and 
Higher Eiucalion Khaled Al Omari will sign an agreement on 
educatiotat cooperation. Mr. Turki's visit conies in response 
to an imitation extended to him by Dr. Oman. 

Produce exports hii 25,800 tonnes 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan last month exported 25,800 
tonnes of vegetables and fruits worth JD 6 million mainly to 
Arab coon tries, according to a statistical bulletin «sued by the 
AgricuUural Marketing Sunday. 

November's agricultural , 

list at I >.4 per cent followed by — 

(UAE) * 31.9 per cent, Bahrain at 20.5 per cent, Qatar at 
10.3 nr -cent and Lebanon 4 per cent, according to toe 
bufletirf Exports to foreign countries accounted for 0.9 per 
cent oPtotal exports. the bulletin added. Tomatoes made up 
the major portion of the produce exports which included 
mandarines, lemons,- lettuce, pepeis, eggplants cabbage, 
cauliflowers and grape fruit. According to the AMO, Novem- 
ber's exports, registered an increase by 1,623 tonnes over 
octobtf. . 

Poiide arrest man for murder of wife 

AMMAN (Petra) r- Amman Police Sunday said they have 
arrested a man in connection with the murder of a woman 
janitor at. a school in Amman. According to police, toe man 
nas admitted to ermmiting the crime. Brigadier Abdullah Al 
Habahbeh, the Apartment director, said that the murdered 
woman, an Egypt an national identified only as R.A.A., was 
found dead in tie courtyard of the school, located on toe 
Italian Hospital facet hours after the crime was reported to 
the police. The department’s Criminal Investigation Unit 
questioned the woman’s husband among other people. The 
man was interrogated several times and confessed to murder 
his Wife, said Srig. Hababbeh. He said the husband, whose 
name was withield, confessed that be had followed his wife to 
the school whtire he started searching for the school foods and 
other items .JO steal. According to Brig. Hababbeh, toe 
husband saidthai when his wife tried to stop him, he stabbed 
her several imes and left her dead in the schoolyard. 



Labour offices call for 
more inspection teams 


AMMAN (Petra) — Heads of 
labour offices in the various 
govern orates Sunday recom- 
mended that the Ministry of 
Labour increase tbe number of 
teams inspecting establish- 
ments for the legal employ- 
ment of foreign workers. 

At a meeting chaired by 
Minister of Labour Khaled 
Ghzawi, the officials also stres- 
sed the need to intensify in- 
spectors' visits to the various 
institutions to ensure that they 
abide by the regulations con- 
cerning the employment of 
guest workers. 

The heads of the depart- 
ments discussed coordination 
between the labour ministry, 
the Social Security Corpora- 
tion (SSC), the Vocational 
Training Coiporation (VTC) 
and the National Population 
Commission in building an in- 
tegrated data base to -monitor 
the process of employment. 

Meanwhile, a team repre- 


senting toe Central Council of 
tbe Federation of Jordanian 
Labour Unions returned Sun- 
day from Damascus after 
attending a meeting of the 
Arab Federation of Labourers. 

Fawzi Do so, the council's 
chairman, who led the team to 
the Damascus meeting, said 
issues related to Arab workers' 
employment in other coun- 
tries, social and economic mat- 
ters pertaining to Arab work- 
ers, labour activities and 
labour union programmes 
were tackled at the meeting. 

He said solidarity among 
Arab labourers and prepara- 
tion for a pan-Arab federation 
of labour unions in Tunis next 
month were discussed. 

Mr. Doso said he was re- 
ceived by Syrian Prime Minis- 
ter Mahmoud Al Zoo Tri, with 
whom: he- discussed several 
labouc- related issues and coop- 
eration between Syria and Jor- 
dan in labour affairs. 


Jordan pursues environment strategy 


AMMAN (Petra) — The gov- 
ernment is currently setting up 
a specialised department to im- 
plement and moni$>r the King- 
dom's National Strategy on toe 
Environment endorsed last 
year, said Minister of Planning 

Ziad Fariz Sunday. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of a U.N.-sponsored 
meeting at the Forte Grand 
Hotel in Amman, the minister 
said the national strategy, 
which was drafted in coopera- 
tion with international orga- 
nisations, provides for the pro- 
tection of tbe environment 
against industrial pollution and 
suggests guidelines for safe ex- 


ploitation of natural resources. 

The creation of the depart- 
ment, said Dr. Fariz, was part 
of the country's drive to create 
qualified cadres and prepare 
executive programmes in order 
to implement the environmen- 
tal strategy. 

Tbe information gathered so 
far about the environment is 
insufficient for the work of the 
department, said the minister, 
adding that there is a need for 
a comprehensive national data 
base. 

Underlining the importance 
of international expertise in 
helping the country adopt en- 
vironmental protection prog- 


rammes, Dr. Fariz stressed 
that research and development 
should essentially come from 
within the country. 

Organised by the United Na- 
tions Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) and financed by the 
United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), the iwo- 
day'meeting is attended by 32 
senior Jordanian officials 3nd 
experts from the Department 
of tbe Environment as well as 
11 representatives from 
ESCWA and -UNEP. 

ESCWA officials said that 
the Jordanian team attending 


the meeting is directly reponsi- 
ble for the implementation of 
economic projects in the King- 
dom. 

Also addressing the opening 
session of tbe meeting, entitled 
“Strengthening of Manage- 
ment and Planning Capabilities 
in Jordan." was Sahah Bakjaji. 
ESCWA executive secretary, 
who explained the objectives 
of the seminar and its benefits 
to Jordan. 

The industrial revolution 
and the exploitation of natural 
resources worldwide, including 
Jordan, have brought about 
major changes to the environ- 
ment, said Dr. Bakjaji. 


Human rights goals should coincide 
with development say activists 


By Sa’eda Kfiam 
Special to toe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The struggle for 
human rights should proceed 
in step with development 
rather than follow it, human 
rights advocates say. 

“We are very well aware of 
the history of some develop- 
ing countries that confiscated 
toe freedoms of their peoples 
in the name of develop- 
ment,*' said Ali Oumleil, 
secretary-general of the Arab 
Thought Forum, in a cultural 
festivity held Saturday even- 
ing at Abdul Hamid Shorn an 
Foundation to mark the 45th 
anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights. “But (time revealed)* 
that development was not 
achieved and human rights 
remained absent." 

Dr. Oumleil pointed out 
that the respect for human 
rights in the West throughout 
its development process was 
one of toe basic reasons for 
tbe West's prosperity, and 
that increased expansion was 
met with increased freedoms. 

The theory that calls for a 
disengagement between de- 
velopment and democracy is 
unacceptable to us," Dr. 
Oumleil said. “The ideology 
that rejects toe right to a 
democratic state is an 
antonym to democracy and 
an antonym to development- 
which is a fundamental right 
of the individual." 


☆ 


Tbe following listings are compiled from 
monthly bulletins and tbe daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify tbe listed rime 
and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Art exhibition by Jordanian artists Khaled 
Hijazi, Mohammad Al Ameri, and Adrian 
Al Sharif at Phoenix Gallery for Art and 
Culture (Tel. 695291). 

Art exhibition by artist Sarnia Zarou at the 
Open Studio "Al Marsam Al Maftuh,” 
Jabal Amman , 2nd Circle (9:00-13:00 and 
15:00-17:00 all days except Fridays). 
Exhibition of handicrafts at the Marriott 
Hotel. 

Photographic exhibition by artist Basheir 
Al-Hsjjeh at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

Plastic art exhibition on the intifada and 
Jerusalem at the Professional Association 
Complex. 

Two exhibitions of paintings by Edelbert De 
La PortiDa and Pitr Pawtuczok at the Royal 
Cnftund Centre. 

Exhibition of prints and drawings by Fakhr 
El Nissa Zeid at Darat Al Funnn of the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jab- 
al Luweibdefa. Also showing tbe permanent 
exhibition (Saturday-Thnrsday 10:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m.) 

Plastic art exhibition by a Dumber of Iraqi 
artists at La Casa Art Gallery (between the 


5th and 6th Circles). 

ft Exhibition of paintings by artist Khalid 
Khreis at the French Cultural Centre. 

it Exhibition of watercolours by artist Shaher 
Jirmi at toe Goethe Institute. 

ft Art exhibition by artist Farghali Abdel 
Hafiez at the Balka’ Art Gallery in Al 
Fubeis (10:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.) (Tel. 
720902). 

OTEgfiSTTOAS CAROLS 

o 

☆ Christmas carols presentation at tbe Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

FILMS 

☆ Short film entitled “Impromptu” at tbe 
French Cultural Centre at 8KX) p.m. 

ft Film entitled ‘‘Tous Les Matins Dn 
Monde” at the French Cultural Centre. 

ft Circassian film entitled “The Twilight of 
Hopes” al Philadephia Cinema at 8:30 p.m. 

LECTURES 

Lecture entitled “Earliest Humans in the 
Jordan Rift Valley” by Dr. Phillip Ed- 
wards of La Trobe University in Australia, 
and Dr. Phillip Macmnber of the Ministry 
of Water Resources in Oman at the 
Friends of Archaeology Centre at 7:00 
p.tm 



Under the Patronage of 
Their Royal Highnesses 

Prince Abdullah bin Al- Hussein and Princess Rania Al- Abdullah 

Goethe - Instltut Amman & The Jerusalem Forum / Friends of Dar al - TIfl al - Arahl 

proudly present 
a concert by 




All proceeds are 
for the benefit of 
the orphans 
ofDaral-Tlfl 
Jerusalem 

The children need 
your 
support 



Meza rt, Schumann, Dvorak 

Tuesday, 14 Dec. 93, 8 pjn. 

Petra Ball Room, Regency Palace Hotel 

Tickets : JD 7 
available at : 

Goethe - Institui , Tel . Ml 993 
Jerusalem Forum, Tel . 823222 
National Music Conservatory , Tel . 687620 
Regency Palace Hotel 
Romero Restaurant * _ mnn 

Firas Bookshop, Jabal Amman 
Sweet Supermarket 

In cooperation with the Regency Palace Hotel 


Dt. Oumleil also rejected 
the Orientalist theory that 
maintains that divine rights in 
Islam cancel human rights. 
He said that safeguarding 
God’s rights is safeguarding 
human rights too. 

“Those who choose to 
found their human rights 
thinking on natural rights 
should not oppose those who 
prefer to resort to God’s 
scripts as a base." he said, 
but added that both advo- 
cates should, at the end. meet 
at one point. 

Speaking of human rights 
in accordance with Interna- 
tiona] charters and cove- 
nants. Lower House Deputy 
.Toujan Faisal said the most 
important right of the indi- 
vidual is freedom of express- 
ion, which is the origin of all 
freedoms and the key to de- 
velopment In any society. 

“We will not be able to 
protect any right or struggle 
tor any freedom it we have no 
freedom of expression,” Ms. 
Faisal said. 

The right to choose one's 
beliefs, the freedom to leave 
the country, and access to' 
information were all cited by 
Ms. Faisal as being parts of 
and stemming from the free- 
dom of expression ... and 
freedom of expression, she 
continued, is suppressed by 
ideological intimidation that 
is exercised not only by some 
regimes -but also by social 
forces, especially religious 
movements that intimidate 


people in the name of reli- 
gion. 

Such power has a political 
dimension, she maintained, 
and religion is used to sup- 
press free thinking, she said. 

An individual's right to 
have access to information is 
controlled bv political au- 
thorities, said Deputy Faisal, 
and therefore he/she is again 
subjected to limitations on a 
his/her freedom of ex- 
pression. 

According to Ms. Faisal, 
toe regimes that oppose the 
creation of organisations aim 
mainly at political groupings 
rather than charitable 
societies, which consequently 
means that they aim to supp- 
ress freedom of expression- 

Secretary-General of the 
Arab Organisation for Hu- 
man Rights — Jordan Branch 
Amin Shuqair spoke of the 
need to protect women's 
rights and said that the elec- 
tion of the first woman depu- 
ty to the Lower House of 
Parliament is "an honourable 
start.” 

He said he hoped that 
women in the Jordanian soci- 
ety will be guaranteed full 
rights, will enjoy equality and 
escape the injustices they 
have been suffered for many 
decades. 

“I hope this start will be a 
sign of a better future where 
the practice of viewing 
women as inferior will dis- 
appear once and for all," said 
dr. Shuqair. 


He said he hoped that the 
declared commitment of the 
Jordanian government to hu- 
man rights principles will be 
the beginning of a progres- 
sive ana dearer stage in en- 
hancing human rights and in- 
trod ucfng related legislation. 

“1 hope that the govern- 
ment will introduce the 
necessary laws and legislation 
that would protect the rights 
of tbe individual under all 
circumstances," Dr. Shuqair 
said. 

He called for the appoint- 
ment of a committee to study 
the laws and regulations that 
contradict the spirit and letter 
of the international laws on 
human rights and amend 
them to ensure that every 
individual enjoys foil rights. 

He also called on Arab 
governments to adopt an 
Arab charter for human 
rights that would ensure the 
basic rights of the individual 
and provide adequate assur- 
ances to their people to prac- 
tise these rights. 

Dr. Shuqair added that en- 
suring these rights can be 
carried out by establishing an 
Arab committee as well an 
Arab court for human rights. 

The Arab governments 
should also endorse the inter- 
national agreements on hu- 
man rights to ipul “an end to 


phenomena 
-man 

urged to license human rights 
organisations.” *• 


violating hu- 
rights~and should be 
human l 
he said. 



NEW YORK 

THREE WEEKLY FLIGHTS 
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY SATURDAY 

DEP. AMMAN 05:45 05:55 23:59 

ARR. NEW YORK 15:10 15:10 SUN. 15:10 

Sales & Reservations : 666055 or your travel agent 


ASK THE WORLD OF I S 


Under the Patronage of 

Her Majesty Queen Noor 

The AS Hussein Society for 
the Rehabilitation of the 




Invites you to its 

annual 

International Bazaar 

At the Amman Marriott Hotel, Wednesday, 

December 15, 

1993 from 10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

£ International Bake Sale 
☆ Decorations ☆ Handicrafts 
☆ Gift Items 
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=al still on? 


CP.J-C 3 AL Salks between Israeli Prime 
I' 7 !^ Rabin and PLO Chairman 

7xzzz? AtsiTcS m Cairo yesterday, in the com- 
t.zttj cf Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, 
Wtb rssafe of several factors and develop- 
zzsfZs la recent days. On top of the list of events 
coat 1 : abated to the summit was of course 
jast cancUnded trip of U.S. Secretary of 
C'j.-'r Ifesa Christopher to the Middle East, 
srcceedlag Srst in arranging a meeting in 
:dZ‘iz?y r*3lween U.S. President Bill Clinton 
. . 1 ~ 12 Syr counterpart Hafez A 1 Assad in 
7.r;i ^tb, Mr. Christopher reshuf- 
3;p2iQ card into positive use for the 
y r:zzMJ z? the entire peace process. Syria’s 
toysefct of its bilateral talks with 
-Ji :?2S £s the parallel multilateral nego- 
:>i:rc ssst a paB over the entire peace 

— ;~3” rxf: sSEecfciveiy thwarted efforts to 
' '.r.: m ::.ozz rapidly. Mr. Christopher’s suc- 

r 'zrrrzTZ Damascus jump on the peace 

— 7:7 ^7?!r bas thus created a more positive 

:Tc.r cutyfeg the other knots affecting the 


. _ c_> >?eres meeting last week in Gra- 
:jo he credited with facilitating the 
37 : zl to Cairo tripartite summit. 

" ;‘i ?;re%2 Minister Shimon Peres has 
j: . ” rjftfey statement, which in effect 
:? to' 'lad ay’s deadline for the imple- 

• roG C:T & Sept. 13 PLO-Israel accord on* 
ir.:. ss^-rde for the Palestinians is just the 
7773 c? to process leading to its total 
";*:7 aasS not the end. Arafat was 
3 37 psrsaaded that the initiation of the 

: wading to patting in place the Gaza- 

* ,?. 7 r; could be acceptable 

7 :i 7337 cesditSons. Needless to say, Mr. 
.'3 Itg '7223 issader considerable pressure 
. :lz ?G£styan constituency to show 
::z..t 3 z 1 recalls, including the release of 

7.I77 prisoners on a scale that goes 
’ Tzzfzi 2/hr. Rabin had been willing to 
. 7 i> 3-7 This is where Israeli confidence- 
•77 r;-rrOT are urgently called for in 
7 7 >7/2 the way for a Palestinian accept- 
ed iV 7 . ?eres’ proposition that the Dec. 13 
372 *s : 7 a siart and not the end of the road 
7 23 to Palestmian-Israeli agreement is 

-•-r ' 

tore. eaCaSyst in the ongoing scheme to 

2 - '.TTr-r-i the PLO-Israel deal is erf course 
■3373 1 /Zeiibarak, who has put his fall weight 
■ " .3 j litial breakthrough on the Palesti- 

33 -. CaSr© has developed a vested 
■;3 ii 32 success of the IsraeK-Palestinian 
; 73 e afford therefore to let all its 

50 down the drain. For all intents 
277 jscj tie Palestinian deal involved high 

3 ;c: 72 *ro to i cannot be allowed to slip 


*7 '■J-st ibis backdrop it came as no surprise 
.>=* CcfrD samit has actually taken place 
; ttCi to much celebrated PLO-Israel 
;-/72 ~as 2^2cd?ely resuscitated from near 
'z-~2 ever to 3 'spute that developed over 
: to 737- to its implementation. This fact in 
-3. 3. 3 .' swing back Palestinian public 

- ■••• . '7 accord with the Rabin govern- 
. ; 7 3. £■: 7 long. Mr. Rabin stands also to 
27 . ’7.7. to s^immit by showing that the 
7;; . - ;ccs 3 :z tedsed irreversible bnt also not 

tzzst.ts are obvious: What actually 
Ir zTTi to Cairo summit was dis- 
.. 17 327 the least. By agreeing to meet 

■3 '7 10 cays or so to resolve outsta n di ng 
. r- -.ce over prisoners’ release, control over 
; £3d tie size of Jericho area affected by 

2 r V’aZ PLO-Israel deal means that while a 
7 • cl to deal was technically averted, the 
7 : rrrc 2 v 7 ££'£ on all pending issues could spell 
73“ tor.d. By giving the accord a mere 
\-to scace for the toe bring is no 
;«C“ for 37. agreement. From the look of 
:t,%- as agreement appears still elusive. 


The future of democracy 
In Palestine 


The following is the keynote 
address delivered by Dr. Shar- 
abi at the 26th annual conven- 
tion of Arab American Uni- 
versity Graduates on Oct. 22, 
1993. 

LAST month 1 visited Pales- 
tine for the first time in 46 
years. I left Palestine before 
the fall, shortly after graduat- 
ing from AUB (the American 
University of Beirut) in 1946 to 
pursue my studies at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. I went to 
see my home in the Ajami 
guarter, but I did not try to go 
in. My Jaffa was not the Jaffa 1 
now saw; this was a surrealistic 
remnant of the city I knew. 
Nothing has changed and ev- 
erything has changed. The 
truth 1 already knew was force- 
fully reconfirmed: memory can 
preserve itself only by keeping 
the present at bay. 

The memory I wanted to 
preserve is of the Jaffa which 
some of you may know: of a 
gay, vibrant, bright, city, get- 
ting rapidly prosperous after 
the ena of the Second World 
War on its world-famous 
oranges. Jaffa represented 
then the confident mood that 
prevailed throughout Pales- 
tine. Palestinian society was at 
that time a highly literate soci- 
ety, developing slowly into the 
kind of secular, modernising 
society the pioneers of the 
Arab Rennaisance of the pre- 
vious generations had en- 
visioned for the entire Arab 
World. 

My sad return to Jaffa made 
me experience the full tragedy 
that befell my hometown and 
the entirety of my country. It 
was as though an atom bomb 
had been dropped of Jaffa and 
obliterated it. like Hiroshima 
it was rebuilt. But unlike the 
now prosperous Japanese city, 
Jaffa never came back to life. 
Instead, another city, popu- 
lated by another people, was 
created. The original inhabi- 
tants have simply disappeared; 
the few who remained or took 
refuge in it from the surround- 
ing villages led a shadowy life 
in the ruined outskirts; remin- 
ders of the dty no longer there. 

The life that was interrupted 
nearly fifty years ago in Jaffa 
and in all of Palestine, can now 
be rebuilt. In this sense Pales- 
tine is still within reach 
Travelling in Gaza and 
throughout the West Bank I 
felt the firm soil of Palestine 
under my feet and the warm 
Palestinian sun on my face. 1 
had been told by friends who 
had visited the occupied terri- 
tories that Jewish settlements 
were to be seen everywhere, 
on hill tops, along the main 
roads, close to wherever there 
was a Palestinian village or 
town. While this was certainly 
true of certain areas, particu- 
larly around Jerusalem and 
along tbe Ramallah-Nablus 
road, most of the settlements I 
saw appeared isolated and 
thinly populated, vulnerable 
encampments rather than ex- 
panding outposts of a powerful 
settlement project. In contrast 
the Arab towns and villages 
strewn across the countryside 
looked calm and serene, firmly 
rooted in and confidently 
blending with the landscape. 

This was not the over- 
crowded space I had en- 
visioned. It seemed capable of 
sustaining a much larger 
population than it now had, 
especially if traditional agricul- 
ture gives way to more modern 
techniques and high-tech in- 
dustry replaced tbe old 
methods of manufacture. The 
problem should no longer be 
expressed in tbe old economic 
framework but in terms of the 
political and economic deci- 
•sions the new society will take 
in re-fashioning itself and its 
fixture. 

I don't think there is much 
point in spending much time 
discussing the Oslo agreement 
and its various shortcomings. 
Most of those who support it 
and those who oppose it have 
much the same fears and re- 
servations about it. Where 
they disagree is over what to, 
do about it now that it has been 
negotiated, signed and ratified. 

1 think we all agree that a far 
better agreement could have 
been negotiated. But even a 
-better and more acceptable 
agreement would still have 
essentially the same 
framework, the one based on 
the National Palestine Coun- 
til's 1988 resolution accepting 
'die two-state solution ana rec- 
ognising Israel’s right to exist, 
and one governing the peace 
process launched in Madrid in 
1989. The difference between 
this agreement and a better 
one would have been in detail 
but r..-t in basic structure. 

The fact is we have been 
pushed into tbe water. But if 
we don’t swim we will drown. 


By Dr. Hfefcam Sharabi 

What’s tbe point in harping on 
what most of us do not dis- 
agree with! Is there a realistic 
alternative to tbe course of 
action provided by this agree- 
ment, which has been enthu- 
siastically .endorsed by tbe in- 
ternational community and 
accepted, albeit reluctantly 
and with many reservations, by 
the majority of Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
according to recent polls. 

Rejection of the agreement 
may appear to some the proof 
of ideological purity, to others 
it may be nsydhologically the 
most satisfying decision to 
cake. But it is a Qwdonc posi- 
tion at best, and could be 
regarded as callous when the 
majority of the Palestinians 
who have carried the burden of 
the struggle over all these years 
have chosen to take the nsk of 
the fait accompli. It is dear 
that Palestinian rejection this 
time will cause the world to 
turn its back to us and forget 
there is a Palestinian problem, 
leaving ns and tbe Israelis to 
settle our differences alone. 

Probably the only logical, 
though tn my opinion suicidal, 
alternative is the one put for- 
ward by the fundamentalists : 
. all or nothing. And this is an 
alternative which the majority 
has also rejected. 

The question should not be 
whether the PLO should enter 
negotiations on tire basis of the 
agreement but whether the 
PLO, given its history of cor- 
ruption and ineptness, can 
handle such a huge task, and 
what should be done to steer it 
or push it in (he right direction. 

We talk today about human 
rights, basic freedoms, demo- 
cracy. What do these concepts 
mean to the Palestinian people 
who over tbe last half century 
have been uprooted and dis- 
persed, ana their society 
crushed? These concepts cer- 
tainly mean to ttaem a great 
deal more than they do to 
people who already enjoy 
security and a stable social 
order. Having to start from 
scratch, the Palestinians want 
to bufld a free, humane and 
democratic Palestine. They 
will not be satisfied, for exam- 
ple with just the slogans,- buf 
will want truly free elections in 
which no one will be elected by 
99 per cent of the vote. They 
also want to do what no Arab 
regime has been able to 
achieve since independence: 
not only to award women full 
rights and equality but also to 
honour Palestinian women, by 
acknowledging their unique 
and heroic role in the intifada 
and the struggle for national 
survival. What happened in 
Algeria will not be allowed to 
happen in Palestine. What 
happened in Algeria shall not 
be allowed to happen in Pales- 
tine. 

As they rebuild society the 
Pales tinians also have to build 
their state. No free society in 
tbe modern age can endure 
without state sovereignty. The 
West Bank and Gaza will re- 
main just a geographic express- 
ion and the Palestinian people 
only “inhabitants” or “resi- 
dents” or refugees until the 
state of Palestine is estab- 
lished. One glance at what is 
happening in the Balkans, in 
the former Soviet Union, and 
■in many other parts of the 
world, will convince ns of how 
crucial statehood is for the 
survival of small peoples. 

For the Palestinians, espe- 
cially crucial is building a state 
firmly based on the rule of law. 
This is of the utmost import- 
ance, for the alternative can 
only be another version of pat- 
riarchal authority, for which 
democracy and human rights 
are merely manipulatory slo- 
gans; in short, just another 
mukbabarat state. 

Unfortunately, the way 
things are going does not in- 
spire much optimism. Two ex- 
amples: Reporting from Am- 
man earlier this month (Octo- 
ber), Middle East Internation- 
al correspondent Lamis'Ando- 
ni describes how what she calls 
the “chaotic” working prac- 
tices of the PLO were affecting 
its effectiveness in dealing with 
the post-agreement situation 
on the ground. 

“The leadership's delay in 
forming committees to discuss 
details of the Israeli withdraw- 
al from Gaza and Jericho and 
the responsibilities of the 
elected txmoril have had more 
to do with the chaotic working 
practices and lack of prepared- 
ness that characterise the PLO. 
Furthermore, the leadership 
seems to be deliberately de- 
. laying the process. It hopes 
thereby both to secure a bigger 
role in administering the fends 
for the occupied territories and 
.to ensure victory in the elec- 
tions.” 

And, she adds, “Many fear 
that (the -leadership) might 
simply move the degenerating 
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PLO institutions to the terri- 
tories lock, stock and barrel, 
without either new blood or 
organisational reform. 

Youssef Ibrahim, the corres- 
pondent of the. New York 
Times reporting from Tunis 
last week, described the same 
situation tins way: . 

“Senior l Palestinian) offi- 
cials spoke of their concern 
that the leadership..- was mov- 
ing too slowly in putting the 
right people in charge. 

“There is also some criticism 
of (tbe) tendency, in the words 
of a senior executive, to 
‘favour trust over compe- 
tence,’ by placing loyalists in 
important positions and ignor- 
ing talented but J outspoken 
Palestinians' who may question 

S ie leadership’s) absolute au- 
ority.” . 

And, he adds, “The com- 
petition for posts in the coming 
Palestinian administration in 
Jericho has hampered the 
PLO’s ability to communicate 
with the outside world as rivals 
are consumed in settling 
accounts with one another.” 
What is to be done? More 
specifically, what can we do 
here in Che United States? 

First of all we must remem- 
ber that what the Palestinian- 
American and Arab- American 
community says and does car- 
ries much more weight in 
Palestine and the Arab World 
than most of us think . The 
following thoughts may be use- 
ful to consider. 

If most of us, particularly the 
intellectuals, professionals, 
business people, students and 
academics continue to restrict 
their comments and criticisms 
to private discussions and so- 
da* gatherings, while maintain- 
ing in public neutral or non- 
commitai, or at best, mildly 
reproachful attitudes, we 
should have no one but 
ourselves to blame for not 
being taken seriously. In these 
critical times, only by stepping 
up and talcing a clear position 
can we make our voice heard 
and make those in charge take 
us seriously. 

The only way Palestinians, 
inside and outside of Palestine, 
can fight for democracy is by- 
engaging in democratic prac- 
tices: in exercising the freedom 
of speech and criticism without 
fear, in holding public meet- 
ings, in setting up teach-ins, in 
organising panel discussions, 
when it becomes necessary, in 
♦airing to tbe street and demon- 
strating. 

Only open criticism and de- 
bate can generate tbe kind of 
consensus that would yield 
political results. Political press- 
ure is possible only when critic- 
ism is translated into specific 
demands. 

In the West Bank and Gaza I 
learned of different informal 
groups forming, within the va- 
rious organisations, among in- 
dependents, in the women's 
movement In this country, the 
same could happen in the 
Palestinian-American and 
Arab- American communities. 
Groups and individuals forging 
demands on specific issues ana 
making substantive appeals 
directly or through the media 
can influence events and shape 
decision-malting. 

In concluding, I would like 
to underscore two issues I have 
indirectly alluded to: thf 
woman question and Islamic 
fundamentalism. 

Without confronting these 
two problems openly and 
directly Arab society, includ- 
ing Palestinian society, will not 
be able to carry out the radical 
social change to enable it to 
deal with the modern world 
and to enter the 21st century. 

The evasiveness and hypoc- 
risy with which even progres- 
sive and secular males Save 
treated the woman question 
can only bring shame on Arab 
manhood. The essential pre- 
condition of liberating Arab 
society, including the Arab 
male "himself, is by the politi- 
cisation of the woman ques- 
tion, that is, by making it>a 
central issue in the struggle for 
building a new society in Pales- 
tine ana in the Arab world as a 
whole. 

As for the Muslim fun- 
damentalists, we refuse to deal 
with them as enemies. They 
are not enemies but patriots 
who have laid down their lives 
for the liberation of Palestine. 
The way to deal with militant 
Islam is certainly not through 
repressive confrontation, as 
some Arab regimes have 
chosen to do, but through dia- 
logue and mutual accommoda- 
tion. The Palestinians will nev- 
er accept to be an instrument 
in the West’s war against 
Islam. 

This is why progressive and 
secular Palestinians should in- 
sist on the centrality of these 
two questions. For on their 
proper solution will depend 
not only the kind of society 
that will be rebuilt in Palestine, 
but the future and role of Arab 
and Muslim civilisation in the 
world. 


THE three months that have 
elapsed since the signing of the 
Israel-PLO Declaration of 
Principles have been filled with 
tragedy and genuine Threats to 
peace. 

The euphoria that accompa- 
nied the signing in both Israeli 
and Palestinian society has 
subsided, not only among the 
often cited “enemies of peace” 
but now even the average 
“men in the street" are ques- 
tioning whether peace is, in 
feet, near at hand. 

The spiral of violence is in- 
creasing and at times appears 
to be out of control, and is 
exacting a toll in human life 
and from the morale of Palesti- 
nians and Israelis. Tbe result 
has been a shift back to “old 
thinking,” and every day those 
who oppose peace find rein- 
forcements who share their 
fears and validate their 
hatreds. 

Statements made by both 
Israeli and Palestinian leaders 
show continuing and strong 
support for the peace process 
and the accommodation that 
such a process will require. But 
events on the ground are 
weakening the leaders’ ability 
ro make the trade-offs needed 
to implement the accord. 

Had the past three months 
been uneventful, both lead- 
erships would have had the 
time and political room re- 
quired to negotiate and make 
difficult choices. But the rising 
death toll has reduced the 
breathing space provided by 
the September 13 accords to 
the point where both lead- 
erships have become boxed-in 
by constituents who are by 
degrees angry, concerned and 


disheartened. 

In this context, more 
dangerous than the actual kil- 
lers are the more mainstream 
leaders of Hamas and the 
i Palestinian left opposition, and 
tbe Israeli Likud and religious 
right wing. Although they dis- 
tance themselves from the acts 
of violence, they actively play 
i off the fear these events bring 
out in both communities. 

This is textbook terrorism at 
work. Fringe groups use vio- 
lence to create fear and pro- 
, voke repression, and then reap 
die “harvest” of repression by 
claiming that the established 
order won't work. What is 
novel about this situation is the 
unholy alliance between Israeli 
and Palestinian extremists who 
are essentially working 
together to thwart the peace 
process. 

Further complicating the 
situation is the reaction of the 
Israeli military, which has play- 
ed into the hands of the ‘‘ene- 
mies of peace." Excessive 
shootings and killings, the con- 
tinued practice of hunting 
down and killing “suspects,’ 
and the gratuitous brutality of 
daily lire under occupation 
.have contributed to a serious 
erosion of support for the 
peace process in the Palesti- 
nian community. 

So, too , the virtual silence of 
the Palestinian leadership 
• (with one exception) in the 
race of repeared killings of 
Jewish settlers has brought 
many Israelis to wonder how 
secure their lives would be 
living next to Palestinian-ruled 
territory. 

While the words of both 
leaderships demonstrate a 
shared commitment to a 
negotiated settlement, the cy- 
cle of violence requires that 
they do more. To this point, 
they seem incapable of doing 
any_inore. 

The psychological break- 
throughs of the September 13 
signing was not accompanied 
by a political breakthrough. 
The accords themselves were 
left deliberately vague, ambi- 
i guous and, in a lew cases, 
contradictory. It was hoped 
that the political capital earned 
i from the signing would provide 
both the strength and incentive 
! to resolve the difficulties — 
i but, as I have noted, the pas- 
sing of time, the violence and 
the reactions of both societies 
to it have eaten away at the 
capital earned on September 

Consequently, both lead- 
erships now find themselves in 
a position not unlike the one in 
which they found themselves at 
the conclusion of the ninth 
round of the Madrid talks. 
There is a desperate need for a 
breakthrough, but both sides 
are too weak to make any 
further movements. As before, 
such a situation may require an 
outside agent to help them do 
what they are unable to do on a 
strictly bilateral basis. In this 
setting, the U.S. should play a 
more active role and become 
the “real partner" that Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher regularly uses when he 
describes this country’s role. 

Oslo happened because the 
U.S. could not or would not 
provide the independent lead- 
ership needed to help both 
parties move forward. After 
Oslo, the September 13 signing 
and the last three months of 
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violence, a new and more vola- 
tle reality has emerged; bur the 
stakes are higher now berause 
so many people's hopes have 
been raised on both sides qt 
the Green Line. At this cruaaj 
moment U.S. leadership and 
action, which has been lacking 
during much of the post-Mad- 
rid period, is very much 
needed. 

The U.S. should not negoti- 
ate for the parties, but it 
should provide “good offices 
and gap-bridging proposals to 
help the parties break dead- 
locks. It must also provide 
consistently strong reinforce- 
ment to both leaderships. And 
the U.S. ought to proride a 
balanced vision of peace 
attractive enough to assist both 
leaderships to win back the 
public support they need to 
make accommodations (and 
hence an agreement) possible. 

In the midst of negotiations 
it is difficult for a concerned 
public to tell the forest from 
the trees. Technical issues bog 
down not only the negotiators 
but also obscure from public 
view the desired outcome, ft is, 
therefore, imperative that an 
outride friend of the process to 
continue to hold out the pic- 
ture of where peace will lead. 

For Israelis to feel the sense 
of security which will enable 
them to withdraw from the 
territories, they must be re- 
minded that leaving the terri- 
tories is not a favour or a 
concession but a necessity. 
Rabin recently articulated this 
idea in a major address, but it 
must be reinforced by repeti- 
tion many times over. Israelis 
must realise that there is more 
security in peace than in con- 
tinued occupation, and more 
prosperity and security within 
a comprehensive peace (in- 
cluding trade, travel, cultural 
exchanges, etc) than in hold- 
ing Lebanese, Syrian and 
Palestinian real estate. 

Similarly, Palestinians must 
be assured that the occupation 
mil end and they will be tree to 
shape their lives and determine 
their own destiny. The good 
offices of the U.S. should pro- 
vide the Palestinians a portrait 
of their future as an indepen- 
dent people. 

Dearly, good offices and 
portrait painting can only do so 
much, and a- third-party “full 
partner” can only do so much. 
There is a compelling need for 
concrete progress, however 
small it may seem, to help both 
sides prove that peace is not 
only possible but, when 
achieved, will bring positive 


changes in people's d«lyj«s. 

The quiaer the movement 
towards withdrawal and the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
police force, and the more 
rapid the improvement of daily 
life in the territories, the more 
rapid will be the decrease in 
violence. Palestinians will ac- 
quire a vested interest in stabil- 
ity. and wiU view terrorist acts 
as provocations that can only 
bring about a return of feraeh 
forces. 

Palestinians must be wilting, 
as some Palestinian leaders 
already have, to assure Israelis 
that Palestinian police will pro- 
vide security to all within their 
jurisdiction, and that thev will 
crack down on violence. This is 
not an ti-inrifcda. It is pro-in- 
tifada in the truest sense of 
building tbe infrastructure of 
Palestinian society to wards 
Palestinian independence from 
Israeli rule. 

With assurances and a re- 
newed sense of confidence and 
public support, Israel must 
move to stop the settlers be- 
cause their violence not only 
Klh Palestinians and impedes 
Israeli withdrawal (which is 
their intention), but it also 
blocks Israeli efforts to achieve 
recognition and end its region- 
al isolation. Settler violence, 
then, helps perpetuate Israel as 
a garrison state at war with it 


neighbours. 

At tbe same time Palestinian 
violence, far from ending the 
occupation and bringing closer 
the aay of a Palestinian state, 
slows the Israeli withdrawal 
and brings on increased Israeli 
repression. 

'Extremists on both rides 
myst be held accountable not 
for, merely challenging their 
leadership and impeding this 
particular set of negotiations 
out. 1 more significantly, for 
locking their respective 
societies into a maelstrom of 
conflict and fear. Tbe cycle can 
be slewed and eventually 
stopped. 

The panger is that these 
three ninths of violence and 
repression have produced new 
scars omthe psyches of both 
peoples uat mil make it more 
difficult to move forward. 
There stilfis no going back, but 
the new reality may not be as 
promising las once generally 
believed. Ihe sooner the.pro- 
cess gets novmg again, -the 
fewer obstaces there will be to 
overcome. U1 parties to the 
Madrid process, including the 
U.S., must torfc earnesiy to 
fulfill their\obligations to 
peace. \ 


LETTERS 

The limits of freedom 


To tbe Editor. 


When meeting last week with the British autror Salman 
Rushdie, U.S. President Bill Clinton seems to lave been 
amateurishly induced to expose the loftiness of his < fice to the 
barbs of journalistic brinkmanship. 

No one can question the sacrosanctity of the Jjeedom of 
speech. Yet, Salman Rushdie, with his book "Tie Satanic 
verses”, had to be held accountable for abusing ms “free- 
dom”. Hence the fetwa by the late Iranian AyatouahRuhollah 
Khomeini which came as a result of Salman Rmhdiis refusal 
to retract, \ 

In one of Mr. Clinton's pronouncements dmng Mr. 
Rushdie’s visit to the White House, the president didpmulate 
the late Ayatollah Khomeini with a fetwa of his owri to wit. 

*T do think it's important that here in the United Sates we 
reaffirm our commitment to protect the physical wil-being 
and the right to speak of those with whom we may titensely 
disagree...” ( 

Now hapless, Salman Rushdie is found caught between two 
potent fatwas!! T 

Certainly, the president over intended any disrcspct “to 
the people who have that religious faith”, meaning klam. 
However, aDowtng for the dust of media flippancy toteettle 
down, it is dear that both Mr. Clinton and the late Ayabllah, 
each in his own way, do uphold the sanctity of freedin of 
speech, but evidently differ on the intended messafc or 
meaning of freedom of speech and their methods and nuances 
of application. \ 

Whence, in Iran Salman Rushdie was held accountable for 
blaspheming Islam; here, in the Umted«States, any Safe an 
Rushdie, who chooses to blaspheme any religion, v xen 
pleading the Fust Amendment is not even held answeraLle. 

What we are facing here is a text-book illustration i f a 
cultural dash, which should have been avoided insteai of 
escalated into an international hullabaloo. 

For a Muslim to question the script of the Holy Kora is 
tantamount to blashemy. No Muslim M ever, could : pro mt 
him/herself to question the intrinsit delation of Jesus alist 
and the celestial veneration of St. Mary's’ immaculate concitK 
tiqn. By comparison, many Christian denominations renftm 
lukewarm to the textual authority of thA Holy Bible • ' 
Here lies the challenge of how to recon&le the moralm W 
secularism with the infallibility of religioib dogma. , 
In tiie case of Salman Rushdie, in particular, the challenges 
he in comparing the impotent sensational isirtof the wenriso^ a 
novelist with the potent and evangelical Words of Ctrl's 


novelist with the potent and evangelical Words of God's 
messenger, the Prophet Mohammad, or of kny Christian or 
Jewish prophet for that matter!!! I 

Allow me to conclude that President Qiutqi never needed 


to champion the cause of Mr. Rushdie in orde 
the qualities of the First Amendment. With 
the president's successful achievements so 
Salman Rushdie is a faux pas. 


never needed 
3 add laser Id 
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Ludwig |V- Tamar!, 

9260 Rl^r Road, 


U.S.A. 


120854, 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Lettek intended 
for publication, however . should contain the writer \ full name 
and preferably address as well. Names can be witlhekf .apfp 
upon request and under special chajmstanees* Litters are 
subject to editing. The newspaper is not responsHni for thc 
return of unused manuscripts. A - 
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Gammoh presents draft budget for 1994 


(Continued from page j) 

Investment volume re- 
"• mained at the same level of 
f 1992, with initial indicators 
* pointing that it would reach 30 
per cent of the GDP due to the 
high investment level achieved 
Jn that year when returnees 
.'from the Gulf brought new 
capital to the market. 

The amount of industrial 
. capital registered at the Minis* 
. try of Industry in November 
was JD 122 million, compared 
-■ to JD 47 million in the same 
. month in 1992. 

Mr. Gammoh said the infla- 
tion was expected not to ex- 
. ceed 4.5 per cent by the end of 
: the year. This rate and the 
salary increases that civil ser- 
vants received in the year con- 
. tributed to the improvement of 
the quality of life of limited 
and low income people. 

Mr. Gammoh said the num- 
ber of the work force is ex- 


tgjtt reach 984,000. with 
-57,000 of them employed, 
thus keeping at 13 per cent the 
level of unemployment. This, 
the minister said, compares 
with the 18 per cent unemploy- 
rate in 1991 when 

763,000 of the 919,000-strong 
workforce were employed. 

Mr. Gammoh said that a study 
conducted by the Department of 
General Statistics points that peo- 
ple bving under toe poverty line 
went down from 21.3 per cent in 
1991 to 16.2 per cent in 1992, 
adding that the level was expected 
to decline further. 

Mr. Gammoh outlined a govern- 
ment programme aimed at fighting 
poverty and unemployment 
through maintaining economic 
growth, activating me Employ- 
ment and Development Fund, 
adopting a programme for employ- 
ment rehabilitation and controlling 
the foreign labour market among 
other steps. 

Mr. Gammoh said the govern- 
ment’s monetary policy maintained 
currency stability, and led to an 18 
per cent in private credits in the 
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Mr. Arafat’s supporters 
counter that the PLO leader 
is aware of the significance of 
the relationship with Jordan 
but wants to make sure that 
Arab states first acknowledge 
Palest inian sovereignty in any 
agreement signed. 

“If Arab countries do not 
deal with the emerging entity 
as a nucleus for a state how 
should we expect Israel to 
acknowledge our nation- 
hood?” asked one well- 
placed official who supports 
Mr. Arafat's position. 

But most PlO officials dis- 
agree with Mr. Arafat's basic 
argument. 

“If he is worried about any 
agreement encroaching on 
Palestinian sovereignty, why 
(foes he not at least start 
discussing the basis of the 
relationship at the PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee level and 
with the Jordanian lead- 
ership?” said one senior PLO 
official. 

PLO officials point out that 
the higher Jordanian-PLO 
committee, which is sup- 
posed to follow up on coor- 
dination, has been reduced to 
a mere non-functional body. 

Mr. Arafat seems to be- 
lieve that delaying any kind 
of a binding agreement with 
Jordan would boost his posi- 
tion to strike a better bargain 
with Israelis. 

But in practice, some PLO 
officials believe, the absence 
of coordination with Jordan 
will undermine the Palesti- 
nian position as Israel would 
try to dictate and consolidate 
its control over the Palesti- 
nian economy. 

Mr. Arafat Is said to have 
been alarmed by the Jorda- 
ni an -Israeli memo signed in 
Washington last month that 
allows Jordanian banks to 
open or reopen brandies in 
the occupied territories. 

Some Jordanian analysts 
say that the Israeli -Palesti- 
nian accord, signed on Sept. 
13 in Washington, has left no 
choice for Jordan but to 
reach arrangements with the 
PLO and Israel, separately, 
to protect itself. 


Mr. Arafat's major argu- 
ment has been that any 
agreement signed should be 
part of the long-term goal of 
establishing a Jordanian- 
Paiestinian confederation be- 
tween two independent 
states. 

So for the declared Jorda- 
nian position that the future 
shape of the relationship 
could only be determined 
once the Palestinians in the 
West Bank become free to 
make their own choice. 

The difference on whether 
or not the Jordanian-Palesti- 
nian relationship could be de- 
termined before the Israeli 
' occupation ends is perhaps 
the major issue behmd the 
lack of a clear and joint vision 
towards the future. 

Palestinian critics of Mr. 
Arafat now argue that the 
PLO chairman has made it 
more difficult for himself to 
insist bn a Jordanian-Palesti- 
nian relationship based on 
mutual recognition of two in- 
dependent states after he 
signed an agreement with 
Israel that could jeopardise 
Pales tinian sovereignty and 
impose on Jordan a 
framework for economic 
• cooperation with Israel even 
prior to the establishment of 
" a Palestinian state. 

Mr. Arafat is also said to 
be annoyed by Israeli claims 
that Jordan opposed Palesti- 
nian control over the bridges. 

According to PLO offi- 
cials, what Israel has told the 
PLO was that the control 
over the bridges was a matter 
that mainly concerned Jordan 
and Israel. 

What is clear, though, is 
that Jordan would want 
guarantees that it will have a 
say over who crosses its terri- 
tories and cannot be exclnded 
from arrangements to reg- 
ulate travel. One possible 
proposal that some in the 
PLO are expected to ask Mr. 
Arafat to adopt is to sign a 
security agreement with Jor- 
dan regarding the bridges and 
entry and exit of Palestinians 
who will cross Jordanian 
territory. 
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first eight months of the year. He 
said the government would main- 
tain its policy of lifting all restric- 
tions on currency transfers in the 
Jordanian dinar and linking its 
value to a basket of foreign curren- 
cies. He pointed out that the float- 
ing the interest rates contributed to 
financial and monetary stability in 
the country. 

The minister said that the coun- 
try’s foreign currency reserves 
slightly declined in September be- 
cause the country bought back 
$325 million of foreign debts and 
paid $673 million in debt serving 
and repayment. 

He said the volume of trade at 
the Amman Financial Market was 
expected to reach JD 1 billion, 
compared to JD 887 milli on in 
1992, an increase of 12.7 per cem. 
He said the increase was expected 
even though the “wait-and-see” 
stand of the financial sector due to 
the latest political developments 
caused a recession in the last four 
months. 

The minister said the perform- 
ance of the general finance con- 
tinued to improve as a result of of 
the country s adherence to the 
social and economic adjustment 
programme. This performance 
result in achieving a surplus 
of JD 26.3 million if grants are 
in chided, compared to a deficit of 
JD 48 million that was projected in 
the 1993 budget. 

The deficit, excluding grants and 
foreign aid, went down to JD 116 
million from a projected JD 203 
million, a decrease of 43 per cent, 
said the minis ter. 

Mr. Gammoh said the adher- 
ence to the economic adjustment 
programme, prescribed by the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF), 
helped reschedule foreign debts 
from commercial and government 
sources. This softened the impact 
of foreign indebtedness on Jordan 
and maintained the creditworthi- 
ness of the country, he said. 

The government last June 
reached an agreement with the 
advisory committee of the London 
Club of commercial debtors to 
reschedule $895 million of foreign 
debts, the minister told deputies. 

This agreement was signed in 
London Friday, Ik said. The deal 
resulted in lowering 60 per cent of 
foe size of these debts which con- 
stitute 12 per cent of the total 
foreign debts of the country. The 
annual burden of servicing these 
debts was also lowered by 50 per 
cent, he said. 

The government reduced by $80 
million the size of bilateral foreign 
debts by buying them back at 36 
per cent of foe par-value. An 
agreement was also reached on 
rescheduling $387 milli on of fore- 
ign bilateral debts due in 1993, he 
said. 

The minister said contracted but 
outstanding foreign debts will by 
foe end of the year decrease by 
about $653 million, or 8.7 per cent 
of what they were in 1992- The 
balance of foe drafted but unpaid 
debts is expected to decline by 
$616 million or 93 per cent of what 
it was in 1992. 

He said a total of $673 million or 
18 per cent of foe total value of 
exports of goods and services was 
made in debt payment or servicing. 

The value of the drafted and 
unpaid debts is expected to reach 
117 per cent of the GDP. com- 
pared to 142 per cem in 1992, he 
said. The minister said foe amount 
of domestic debts was expected to 


reach $1.1 billion. 

Mr. Gammoh said the budget 
made a fair balance between taxes 
and expenditure, reminding de- 
puties that they have to increase 
taxes if they wanted more govern- 
ment spen ding 

Pointing to foe global economic 
decline, Mr. Gammoh said Jordan 
had defined its economic policy in 
light of the regional political 
changes which would have a large 
impact on its economy. 

He said the government would 
seek to attain complementarity 
among Arab stales and participate 
effectively in drawing foe econo- 
mic map of the region. 

He said Jordan would seek full 
coordination concerning foe Arab 
boycott of Israel once foe peace 
process produces tangible and 
clear results, emp hasisin g foe gov- 
ernment's intention tO m aintain 
economic and political coordina- 
tion with foe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and the Palestinian 
self- rule authorities in order to 
plan foe future relationship in a 
way which guarantees the national 
interests of the two sides. 

After foe House referred foe 
draft budget to its Finance Com- 
mittee, Deputy Bassam Haddadin 
demanded that foe government* 
makes available to deputies the 
letter of intent h had sent to the 
IMF. Speaker Taber AI Masri 
asked foe Finance Committee to 
pursue foe issue with foe govern- 
ment. 

In its session Sunday, foe House 
entrusted Mr. Masri with reaching 
an acceptable formula about televi- 
sion transmission of deputies' 
speeches with the minis ter of in- 
formation. 

The derision was made after 
Deputy Abdul Karim A 1 Dugmi 
asked that Jordan Television be 
banned from covering foe sessions 
of the House because, he said, it 
doctors foe deputies' speeches in a 
way that misrepresents them. 

Deputy Mohammad Daoudiyeh 
demanded that Jordan Television 
be “freed from foe domination of 
the ministry of information.” He 
said JTV, which does not present 
points of view opposed to the 
government, is a national institu- 
tion which should be made inde- 
pendent. 

“The television is foe television 
of foe government,” said Deputy 
Ahmad AJ Kasasbeh, joining other 
deputies in criticising JTVs gov- 
ernment-controlled poHcy. 

While Deputy Nader Tuheirat 
said television should continue to 
cover the activities of the House 
because it shows the Jordanian 
democracy to neighbouring coun- 
tries. Other deputies said democra- 
cy should be "shown to our people 
before it is exported to others.” 

“This is a complaint, foe treat- 
ment of which does not lie in 
banning television from the 
House/* said Mr.Masri, adding he- 
would discuss the issue with' foe 
minister of information in order to 
reach an “acceptable formula that 
meets with foe satisfaction of all." 

At the request of Deputy 
Mohammed Al Ziben, acting 
Prime Minister Ma’n Abu Nowar 
said he would Wednesday present 
the House with a summary of the 
talks foe government held last 
week with PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. 

The House agreed to bold its 
regular sessions on Sunday after- 
noons and Wednesday mornings. 


Quaker Service Information and 
Legal aid Centre, East Jerusalem 

The above centre is interested in candidates tor the post of director 
Candidates should have the following qualifications: 

- Minimum 3 years institutional experience including administration, 
management, finances and supervision of professional staff. 

- Academic training and/or experience in law. legal services, human 
rights, community organising or other relevant field, 

. Facility in written and oral communication in Arabic and English. 

Salary according to experience and qualifications. 

Please send resume'/curriculum vitae to: 

Quaker Service I LAC, 

P.O. Box 830805, Amman 111 83, JORDAN 

Closing date: December 31. 1993 
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NEW VEflR 


JOIN EXPO travel & tours 
TO WADI RUM 
TO SPEND AN 
EXOTIC BEDUINE NIGHT 
ONLY 65 J . D . 

FULL PROGRAM JUST 
CALLUS 691768 
Fax. 685274 


JOB VACANCIES FOR 
JORDANIAN NATIONALS 

1, Programme Secretary & Translator (female); 

Besides full command of Arabic and English, typing 
and computer skills and knowledge in accounting are 
demanded. At least 3 years experience in office work. 
Applicant must fit into a highly-skilled and liberally- 
minded international team. 

2. Driver/Messenger; 

With at least 5 years experience. Modest behaviour 
and (preferably) some knowledge of English. 

Please, send your hand written application and 
C.V. to: 

P.O.Box 183, Friedrich Naumann Foundation 
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Human Rights File 


Bv Waked Sadi 


Giving legitimacy, respect to life 


ONE OF the most contested human rights issues is the 
so-called "illegitimate" children subject. Throughout history, 
children bom out of wedlock were stigmatised as fruits of evil 
relationships and therefore regarded us some kind of disgrace- 
ful creatures. This attitude, however, has begun to change due 
to the rise of u more humanistic outlook. 

Even prior to advent and enforcement of the Convention on 
the Right of the Child, other international human rights 
instruments shed light on the unjust differences between 
children horn in wedlock and those bom out of it. More and 
more countries began amending their laws to recognise the 
righLs of those children. 

A more enlightened approach to those children began to 
gather momentum since they were recognised as a vulnerable 
group who deserve protection rather than victimisation. To 
Buttress this contemporary line of thinking, advocates of a 
more human treatment of such children based their views on 
both the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPRl and the International Convention on the Right of the 
Child (ICRC). 

Article 24 of the 1CCPR reads as follows: 

“Every child shall have, without any discrimination... the 
right to such measures of protection as are required by his 
status as a minor." The emphasis here is made on the word 
"every" which has been repearedlv interpreted as intended to 
eliminate any distinction between children whether bom to 
married couples or not. 

Article 2 of the TCCPR dispells any scepticism by stipulating 
that “each state party to the present Covenant undertakes to 
respect and to ensure to all INDIVIDUALS within its 
territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognised in 
the present Covenant, without DISTINCTION (JF ANY 
KIND.” 

This reinforcement of the principle of equalirv between 
persons has been also resorted to by the Human Rights 
Commission (HRC) to press for the repudiation of "any 
differential treatment of children on the basis of their status as 
bom in marriage or out of it. 

The Declaration of the Rights of the Child proclaimed by 
the U.N. General Assembly” in 1959 is even clearer on the 
requirement for equal treatment between children. The third 
preambular paragraph sets the tone for the Declaration by 
stating that children need special safeguards including 
appropriate legal protection before, as well as after, their 
birth. Principle 1 of the Declaration elucidates even further 
this requirement for equal treatment hv staiinu that "everv 
child, WITHOUT ANY EXCEPTION WHATSOEVER 
shall be entitled to these rights (rights set forth in the 
Declaration). In principle 2. it is also stated that “in the 
enactment of laws (on children), the best interests of the child 
shall be the paramount consideration.” 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child, which codified 
the principles enshrined in the Declaration, gave legal import 
to the guidelines for equal protection to “all children. By- 
defining a child as “every human being below the age of 
eighteen years.” ihe Convention, which" went into effect in 
1990. made it legally binding for all the state parties to treat all 
children equally irrespective of their status on birth. 

These two basic human rights treaties reveal that no 
distinction whatsoever was intertained by the drafters between 
children whether so-called legitimate or illegitimate. On the 
basis of this, more and more countries are removing ail 
lingering differential treatment berween children irrespective 
of whether or not they are “legitimate” or "illegitimate" on 
the grounds that children are always legitimate. 

Western countries are spearheading the efforts to eliminate 
all elements of discrimination againsf "illegitimate” children. 
During last autumn's session of the Human" Rights Committee 
held in Geneva. Japan was subjected to close" cross examina- 
tion by the IS-memher tribunal on this particular issue. The 
occasion was the examination of Japan's third periodic report 
and for this purpose Japan sent a high-level delegation to 


United Nations' European Headquarters. Hundreds ot 
Japanese non-governmental organisations (NGOs) attended 
the deliberations of ihe Com mi flee and many of them lobbied 
effectively by equal treatment tn children and pressed the 
members to raise the continuing discrimination against "ille- 
gitimate" children as far as inheritance is concerned. Tokyo 
has already legislated out all other forms or discrimination but 
kept the one on inheritance. The overwhelming majority #of 
the human rights expens sitting on the bench *4 the committee 
made pointed references to this issue and called for its speedy 
rectification. And in its concludinu judgement, the tribunal 
officially called on Japan to take effective legislative measures 
to remove ihe remaining discriminatory laws on “illegitimate" 
children. 

Now it has hecome almost a tradition for the committee to 
raise this issue. The confrontation that looms in the horizon 
will surely be between the Committee and traditional societies 
that still’ perpetuate the discriminatory practices against 
“illegitimate children." 

In legal terms, ail countries must abide by the rulings of the 
Committee on this controversial subject’ except for those 

which made specific reservations. As a matter ot fact verv few 
countries entered reservations on this point when they ratified 
the relevant international conventions. The pressure’that will 
continue to be applied against traditional countries of the 
world on this matter will undoubtedly promote within them in 
due course a more human perspective on "illegitimate" 
children with a view to according them equal treatment on 
most dimensions of life if not nil. 

Here in Jordan we have perhaps one ol the most progressive 
legislations on the equal treatment between children? In the 
relevant family law. there is an explicit stipulation that when 
the biological father recognises a child born out of wedlock as 
his. that child acquires the family name of the father and 
inherits him on equal terms with "the other so-called "legiti- 
mate children". This equal treatment of all children is Milf the 
aspiration and yearning of ail human rights activists in other 
countries that have yet to reach this level of equality. Of 
course there is still a great deal more than needs to be done 
locally to advance the"cause of children in the Kingdom. The 
social stigma against the so-called “illegitimate children" in 
our country stilt hangs heavily over the heads of such children 
and needs to be addressed and rectified in keeping with our 
true traditions and religious mores. 


■o d o nan J 

m 

mm 

Id d d 


Don r 

Id n 


dddciq I 

1 n 

nnnnr. 

on 1 

] d 

03 f 

n i 


3 !| 



on d 



. Y.vr year's See 

at urn ms 

k vsm nsmouss 


Visit Ancient -t Warm 

PSJXA 

in c ite [Jordan Valley. 




We are Ready to Organize 
by Bus a Private Party at 
the Above Beautiful Sites. 

For Further Information 
Call Romero Restaurant 
at: 

644228 or 658880 


See The Ruins & Trv 
Our Fresh Jordan River 
Charcoal Grilled Fish. 

For Further Information 
Call Romero Restaurant 
at: 

644228 or 658880 
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PLEASE CALL FOR RESERVATION 
TEL69K71 /2- 6661 40 
SHMEISANI - NEXT TO SIGHT ft SOUND 



AMSTERDAM & LONDON 


XMai & Ueu/Ljea>i VocatUm 

7 DAYS 

3 Nights in Amsterdam / 3 Nights in London 

For JOD 695 

Package Includes 

* Round trip ticket . 

* 3 nights accomodation in a deluxe hotel 


( Roe stars ) AMSTERDAM . 

* 3 nights accomodation in ( 4stars ) hotel 
LONDON . 

Package could be combined with normal travel 
or be tailor made for your convenience . 

Bestours Tel : 669532 , 668608 , 602456 , 602457 , Fax : 682560 











EC summit endorses tough 
new tack on unemployment 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — For all 
U>eir squabbling and rhetoric, 
European Co mmuni ty leaders 
ended their two-day summit 
here Saturday putting their 
stamp on a tough new tack to 
fight a worsening unemploy- 
ment crisis. 

While a dispute over financ- 
ing for a massive investment 
project dominated the head- 
lines, the government chiefs 
were quietly approving plans 
for economic ngour, labour 
market deregulation and wage 
restraint. 

Behind all this was their ber 
lief that unemployment was 
now clearly a structural prob- 
lem, requiring hard measures 
to boost industry competitive- 
ness, and not merely a product 
of economic cycles. 

Prime Minister John Major 
told reporters that such an 
would have been un- 
ible three years ago. EC 
chief executive Jacques Delors 
said the 36-year-ola Commun- 
ity had made a “new start.” 

Mr. Delors, the first to 
sound the alarm on the grow- 
ing complexity of the’ unem- 
ployment problem, called on 
business ami union leaders to 
join in the fight, although the 
benefits may not be im- 


mediately apparent.” 

“If in two or three years they 
can perceive a positive result, 
then the process of European 
construction will have regained 
part of the credibility it had 
lost,” the Frenchman told a 
news conference. 

The summit wound up 
adopting an “action plan” 
based on Mr. Delors' propos- 
als to provide jobs for many of 
the Community’s 17 million 
unemployed — 11 per cent of 
the workforce — by the end of 
the century. 

Among them were steps to 
keep salaries down as a spur to 
job-creating investments, to 
reduce social charges for com- 
panies, inject more flexibility 
on the labour market and pro- 
vide more training and educa- 
tion opportunities. 

The leaders also backed a 
120 billion ECU ($133 billion) 
investment scheme to build 
rail, road, energy and telecom- 
munications networks — even 
if Britain and other states 
balked at bond issues to fi- 
nance 40 per cent. 

On a broader level, the sum- 
mit was aimed at recapturing 
for the jobs campaign the same 
energy and sense of purpose 
that infused die EC when it 


i lunched its plans for a single 
! iarket in 1986. 

The leaders were quick to 
pat themselves on the back, 
with French President Francois 
Mitterrand proclaiming that “a 


strong and valuable signal’ 
bad been sent about the Com- 
munity’s new seriousness. 

German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl said “we have taken an 
important step for recovery in 
Europe,” but Belgian Prime 
Minister Jean-Luc Dehaene, 
who chaired the summit as 
current EC president, added a 
note of caution. 

Mr. Dehaene said words had 
to be translated into action, 
adding: “It is not policies that 
create jobs. We can only pro- 
vide a framework, a 
dynamism. 1 ’ 

The summit was the EC’s 
first top-level gathering since it 
transformed itself into the 
European union on Nov. 1, 
and it flexed its muscles by 
taking a new hard-line stance 
on GAIT world trade talks. 

Just four days before the 
deadline for negotiations, Che 
EC leaders insisted their film 
and television industries be 
given “exceptional and sepa- 
rate treatment” in their battle 
against Hollywood. 


Bhutto outlines economic package 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) 
— Prime Minister Benazer 
Bhutto bas laid out an econo- 
mic programme that could 
prove critical to Pakistan’s 
efforts to secure a loan pack- 
age from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank. 


said Harry Snoek, an IMF rep- 
resentative. 

The State Bank of Pakistan, 
in its artnnal report on Pakis- 
tan’s economy released Satur- 
• day, noted mat the nation's 
once healthy growth rate was 
running at 4.5 per cent in 1993. 

Ms. Bhutto's programme in- 
tends to boost the rate to 7_5 


The international financiers . 

are bolding off on signing off per cent, largely through the 
on the $1.3 billion package nation’s cotton and textile in- 
untfl February, wanting first to dustrics. Cotton is Pakistan's 
see proof of Pakistan’s com- biggest export commodity but 

mitment to economic r e fo r m, much of the crop has been 

Bolivia gets $1b in aid for ’94 


devastated” the last two years 
by floods and viruses, tire re- 
port said. 

Ms. Bhutto also hoped to 
reduce inflation from IS per 
cent to eight per cent and build 
the foreign exchange reserves 
to $1.3 billion from the current 
$840 million. 

The bank report says Ms. 
Bhutto feces a 7.9 per cent 
deficit, slightly higher than an 
earlier projection of 7.3 per 
cent. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
. world financial community 
] > Saturday pledged $1 billion in 
i 1 • aid to Bolivia, one of the west- 
>;ern hemisphere’s poorest 
"* countries, as it struggles to 
yl- wean its farmers off the raw 
material used to produce 
*** cocaine. 

The group of 22 donor na- 
tions and international agen- 
cies made the pledge after a 
three-day meeting at the bead- 
v quarters of the World Bank, 
the global lending org amsa - 
-■ tion. 

The money is aimed at hdp- 
' ing President Gonzalo Sanchez 
de Lozada carry forward an 
ambitious privatisation and 
• economic restructuring prog- 
ramme which puts more empto- 
*: - asis on social needs than simi- 
- Jar plans elsewhere in latin 
America. 

"l. “This exceeds all our ex- 
pectations,” Finance Minister 
Fernando Dianes told a news 
conference. He said an extra 
$60 million was expected from 
donors absent from the 
meeting. 

The group’s chairman, 


Yoshiaki Abe, praised Mr. 
Sanchez de Lozada for the 
economic restructuring plan 
and urged donors to come up 
with even more funds next 
year. 

“If the government ts suc- 
cessful in achieving its ambi- 
tious goals over the next year, I 
would urge all of you to be 
prepared to increase your sup- 
port,” he said in closing re- 


"la r- 


marks to the meeting 
nsored by the World E 
' Last Wednesday Mr. Dianes 
told reporters Bolivia would be 
seeking some $1.5 billion in 
assistance for the period 1994- 
97. The group decided to con- 
centrate instead on aid for 
2994, but came up with a sum 
well beyond Bolivia’s goal. 

Part of the money will be 
devoted to coca crop substitu- 
tion. 

Bolivia has always been one 
of the top producers of coca, 
the raw material for cocaine. 
But Washington now says the 
intensified anti-drug dnve in 
Colombia bas turned Bolivia 
into the world’s no. 2 producer 
of pore cocaine, most of which 
finds its way to America’s inner 


city streets. 

Mr. Dianes did not say how 
much would be devoted to 
fight drugs and indicated that 
will have to wait for the results 
of a . United Nations study on 
crop^ substitutioru . ■ * 

The assistance Will prop up 
Mr. Sanchez de Lozaoa’s plan 
to invest nearly $7 billion for 
development over the next, 
four years. The plan seeks to 
improve services, fight pover- 
ty, and spur economic growth 
of seven to eight per cent a 
year. 

With.* gross domestic pro- 
duct of omy $886 per capita,,- 
Bolivia is one of the western 
hemisphere’s poorest nations. 

Mr. Dianes said most of the 
money was pledged by the 
United States, Canada, the 
World Bank, the Inter-Amer- 
ican Development Bank and 
the Andean Development Cor- 
poration. 

Japan and Spain took part in 
the meeting but have not made 
pledges yet. Other participants 
included the European Com- 
munity and thft International 
Monetary Fund. 


In implementation of Royal directives to develo p governorates 

Industries, capitalised at JD 10 million, 
to be nucleus of Maf raq industria l city 


AMMAN — In implementa- 
tion of Royal directives to 
develop various governo- 
rates. and in line with the 
government's policy of en- 
couraging industrial schemes 
outside the capital, the Maf- 
raq govemorate has recently 
witnessed the establishment 
of an industrial city which 
aims at contributing to the 
country ’s socio-economic de- 
velopment in general and the 
Mafraq region’ in particular. 

TTie new industries in the 
Mafraq aovemorate were the 
United “Company for Sul- 
phochemicals and the United 
Company for manufacturing 
detereents which were estab- 
lished with a JD 1U million 
capital. These industries will 
complement the Agricultu- 
ral. Commercial and" Indust- 
rial Company (AClj (A1 ln- 
lajl which was inaugurated • 
by His Majesty King Hussein 
on June 4. 1963. 

Mr. Mohammad Abdul 
Rahman Abu Hassan. chair- 
man of the board of AC1 
which set up the industrial 
city in the Mafraq gove mo- 
rale. said that the project was 
bound to contribute to the 
overall development of the 
Kingdom and to help create a 
new" industrial attraction in 
Jordan, which enjoys politic- 
al and economic stability as 
well a central and important 
central geographical location 
in the region, being situated 
at a junction linking Europe 
with the Gulf states and serv- 
ing as a gateway for the 
whole area. 

Mr. Abu Hassan said That 
-bv establishing this industrial 



city the ACI was responding 
'to ’a Royal desire for estate 
fishing a nucleus of a major 
industrial city in the Mafraq 
governors te." 

According to Mr. _ Abu 
Hassan. the project, set up 
on 500 dunums of land, com- 
prises a plant for producing 
sulphochemical primary pro- 
ducts needed for the manu- 
facture of detergents and 
cosmetics . 

Expressing belief that the 
plant would'be the largest of 
its kind in the area. \lr. Abu 
Hassan said that annual pro- 
duction would be at the rate 
of 26.000 tonnes of sui- 
phochemical substances. 

The plant which started 
production on July. 7 has 
created jobs for 200 en- 
gineers. technicians and 
workers: if is using most up- 
to-date equipment on par 
with industrialised nations. 

The plant is thus compet- 
ing with industrial countries 


in terms of production and 
quality control while giving 
due attention to the protec- 
tion of the environment. 

Referring to the United 
Company for manufacturing 
detergents which started pro- 
duction by the beginning of 
December. Mr. Abu Hassan 
said it was a subsidiary of the 
ACI. 

This company which has 
been set up to complement 
the United Company for sul- 
phochemicals empioys the 
most up-to-date machinery 
and is keen on quality control 
and the protection of the 
environment. 

With this development, the 
ACI in Russeifa and in Maf- 
raq is now holder of the 
largest production capacity, 
not in Jordan alone but also 
in the Arab region, according 
to Mr. Abu Hassan. 

He said that there is “a 
tendency among world firms 
which produce detergents, to 


Iranian official calls 
for economic belt-tightening 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Ira- 
nians should “tighten their 
belts” to counter the country's 
increasing ebononric ills caused 
mainly by the fall in ofl prices, 
speaker of the Iranian parlia- 
ment Ali Akbar Nategh Nuri 
has said. 

Mr. Nategh Nuri, quoted by 
newspapers here Sunday, told 
a public meeting that Iran was 
the victim of a conspiracy to 
lower oil prices hatched by 
world powers, notably the Un- 
ited States. 

“To avoid a crisis, we ought 
to move slowly and tighten our 
belts,” he said, without elabor- 
ating. 

Iran has been selling a barrel 
of crude for just over $12 re- 
cently, far below the $17 per 
barrel anticipated in the coun- 
try’s 1993-1994 budget, accord- 
ing to energy experts. 

Oil accounts for 90 per cent 
of Iran's hard currency earn- 


"ft. 


fall in oil prices comes 
amid a cash crisis in Iran and a 


debt of some $30 billion to 
foreign banks. 

Iran also faces .payment: 
arrears of $10 billion,- omypait - 
of which has been rescheduled. 

The national currency, the 
riyal, has virtually collapsed 
during the past weeks against 
major currencies, causing a 
slow down in economic activi- 
ties and a sharp rise in prices. 

The economic difficulties in 
the past year have unleashed a 
wave of criticism of the govern- 
ment’s policies in the press and 
parliament. 

Critics have called on parlia- 
ment to assess the govern- 
ment’s economic performance 
during the first five-year de- 
velopment plan (1988-1993) 
before giving it the go-ahead to 
implement (he second. 

Mr. Nategh Nuri said imple- 
mentation of the second five- 
year plan could be delayed for 
one year to provide time to 
review the government’s per- 
formance during the past five 


, according to newspapers 


Last month, the daily 
Kayftan ' Interaationaf blamed 
mismanagement, among other 
things, for the “state of chaos” 
in the Iranian economy. 

“One thing is for sure, the 
situation will worsen and make 
life intolerable and miserable 
for this nation of 60 million 
people,” the English-language 
daily said. 

Meanwhile, the National 
Iranian Oil Co (NIOQ began 
selling crude ofl out of Greece 
to improve marketing flexibil- 
ity, the Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) has said. 

It said the government ofl 
firm was able to do this as a 
( result of a storage arrangement 
‘with motor oil Hellas, adding 
that NIOC wanted to be more 
flexible in the Mediterranean 
and northwest Europe. 

The newsletter said NIOC 
has also acquired storage space 
in Rotterdam, Le Havre and 
Sweden. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARRIS 5- -- 



“I thought a snowball fight might be a 
fun way to liven up leftover 
mashed potatoes!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
i% by Henri Arnold and Win AryWan 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one fetter to each square, to form 
lout ordinary words. 




TASHY 




□ 




" 

LAFIN 


LL 




ROBRAW 


L 

□Z 

9H 


GALUPE 
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TT-E LAZY WORKER'S 
PREFERREP 
THEGEGH 05$. 


Now arrange the ended letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday’s 


Jumbles KNAVE GULCH 


(Answers tomorrow) 
SPRUCE DILUTE 


Answer When you sneak food eating becomes — 
■CH- EATING' 



consider Jordan as a major 
industrial zone for the pro- 
duction of detergents and 
cosmetics to be marketed in- 
the countries of the region in* 
view of the high-level quality 
of the products which, he 
said, are now competing with 
‘similar products manufac- 
tured by major industrial na- 
tions and because of the em- 
ployment of most modem 
machinery and the presence 
of highly* skilled manpower. 

Mr. Abu Hassan noted 
that companies worldwide 
have expressed interest in 
manufacturing their own pro- 
ducts in Jordan not to he 
marketed here onlv but also 
in the countries of the Middle 
East region because these 
firms believe that Jordan 
serves as a production centre 
fc r world markets. 

“We take pride in this pro- 


ject and we thank God for 
being able to set up this 
industrial edifice." said Mr. 
Abu Hassan. adding that 
when King Hussein inaugu- 
rated the “ACI Company in 
the town of Ruseifa on June 
4, 1963 he named the project 
“The King Hussein Industrial 
City." 

Kir. Abu Hussitn. express- 
ing hope that in Mafraq pro- 
jects would soon be trans- 
formed into a full-fledged in- 
dustrial city, noted that his 
company had earlier assumed 
the management of the in- 
dustrial complex at Ruseifa 
which was set up and super- 
vised hv earlier pioneers 

The ACI chairman said 
that his company's current 
board is honouring the trust 
and shouldering the responsi- 
bility for continuity on the 
same path of development. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY DECEMBER 13, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The New Moon in Sagittarius 
conjuncts the Son sharing with us 
GEMINIDS METEOR SHOW- 
ER creating more harmony, 
vitality and peaceful determina- 
tion and a definite inclination 
toward instinctual activity. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You are restless, want a change 
and to be off to new surround- 
ings and personalities but main- 
tain steadfastness and watch 
what is occuring about you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
This is a day to scrupulously keep 
whatever promises you have 
made to any business persons 
and not to commit yourself to 
new deals, arrangements. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You feel an outside companion is 
trying to hold you down to a 
course of action that you do not 
like but tactfully steer dear of 
the situation. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You would be wise to 
have a definite plan of action for 
whatever tasks you have to do 
today and then cany through 
without upsetting the apple cart. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Now you eager to have a good 
time but h would not be satisfac- 
tory so postpone seeking friends 4 
and dose companions to go. 
along on such with you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) There is a definite con- 
flict between worldly interests 
and those associate with your 


own residence so plan you lime 
so both get rightly done. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Gcto- 
■ ber 22) A day that can be fraught 
with accidents that could last tor 
some tune if you take chances in 
motion and watch out for reck- 
lessness on the part of. other 
persons. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You want to start 
the week making changes or 
committments where money or 
property matters are involved 
bat judgment is not good at this 
time. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Your own dis- 
content today and tonight can 
cause you to make some sudden 
moves that can bring adverse 
conditions into effect so remain 
poised. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Yon -open the week 
with a problem in an activity 
which seems veiy difficult to 
solve but take it under advise- 
ment for a day or so, then 
answer. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Disagreements be- 
tween dose companions and 
friends should not be concerned 
with yon so don’t get involved in 
it, even thought it may be diffi- 
cult. 

. PISCES: (February 20 to March ' 
20) Stick to what you have 
agreed to do with your family 
despite some outside wishes or 
temptations that could have you 
on the run, spoil family accord. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Richard Thomas 


ACROSS 
1 Run-m 
5 Thick tump 
9 Spanish 
surrealist 
. 13 Insect stage 
t4 Pompou s cover 

15 Extended 

. narrative poem 

18 Transport lev a 
witch’ 

17 lowaoty 

16 Common coaler 

19 Come s fere? 

22 River to the 
North Sea 

23 Dark wood 

24 Chatters 

27 Sea mamma) 

29 Many mAtonnia 

30 Apiece 
3? Some jahs 
36 Singer s (are 7 

40 Fearful 

anticipation 

41 Continental 
prefix 

42 Parsogtvan 

43 Artist Avert 
45 Kind of knot 


48 Norman 

vmcem — 

50 Praise 

51 Author s fare? 
5? Law. gp. 

58 Sullen 

59 Hoistondeck 
6C Meat dish 

61 Partot AFL 
abor. 

62 Conan thread 

63 Fins and mortal 

64 Bank (on) 

65 Novel ending 

DOWN 

1 Hmdu garb 

2 Goad 

3 Shore turd 

4 Taco km 

5 Jaded 

6 High priest 

7 After push or 
pun 

8 Hound type 

9 Condemns 
10 Of bees 





11 30s hop 

12 Clinches 

13 Weight mo as 

20 ABOr Buddy 

21 White poplar 

24 Await judgment 

25 Surf sound 

26 Pul money mto 
the pot 

27Transpra 
28Odm'9 90n 
3i writer James 

33 Custard tart 

34 Mountain lake 

35 inlluence 

37 Asian sheep 

38 Romanic 
interlude 

39 Director Joshua 
44 Cedar tree 

46 Debns 

47 Dextroitt 

48 Indiana 
hoopsur 

49 Bnktance 

50 Britan track 

51 Coffee 


Yesterday's Prczfa Strived: 


annn nnnnn nrai 
noon nnnnn r^ni 
nrcnnnnnnrin mu 
cirannn nnnnnni 
nnrnnnnn rm^no 
raranni 

nnnn Rtnnn m 
rarann nnnnn uni 
«nn nnnn nni 
nnnnnn nnnnn. 

nnnnn nnmnm 
pnnnrinnn nnm 
gnnn nnnnnnnni 
nnnra nnnnn nm 
nnran nncrnn ~ni 


32 Alaska city 

53 Forme) tent 

54 Expel 


33E8>aor Capn 
saouector 

Spew 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(December 6 - December 10, 1993) 

AMMAN — After closing at 1.7200 marks at the end of the 
previous week, the U.S. unit depreciated substantially against 
the mark last week, as it ended i .34 per cent lower against the 
mark. Meanwhile, it stabilised against sterling and appreciated 
0.60 per cent against the yen. 

The dollar depredated substantially against other major 
currencies Monday due to long position liquidation and 
booksquaring before the end of the financial year. Analysts 
also indicated that failure to break through resistance at 1.73 
marks , following the release of better than expected U.S. 
employment data at the end of previous week, caused a wave 
of profit taking and reluctance among market participants to 
take new positions before the end of the . financial year. 
Furthermore, reports indicated that the decline in oil prices 
and in U.S. Treasury bond yields contributed to the dollar's 
decline. 

Tbe U.S- unit, appreciated slightly against the mark sterling 
Tuesday, however, while it depreciated against the yen. The 
dollar's' rally was mainly due to technical considerations in the 
absence of other factors. Comments by representatives of the 
United States and the European Union concerning the 
ongoing GATT talks also affected tbe dollar positively. They 
indicated that a completion of a world trade accord by the 
Dec. 15 deadline was possible. On (be other hand, the release 
of U.S. retail sales figures showing a decline of 2.2 per cent in 
the first week of December compared to November had no 
effect on the dollar. 

The U.S. unit continued its appreciation against other major 
currencies 'Wednesday. Comments by President Bill Clinton 
concerning the North Korean nudear issue, prompted dollar 
buying as a safe haven currency. President Clinton indicated 
that he was unsure that a crisis with North Korea over its 
nudear programmes could be avoided. Meanwhile, the dollar 
was reported to have appreciated to reach 109.15 yen during 
trading .hours, following comments by Mr. Wayne Angel, a 
U.S. Federal Reserve (Fed) governor, indicating to stimulate 
domestic demand in Japan. However, the dollar to close at 
108.90 yen following clarifications by Mr. Angel that this is not 


revealed a 0.2 per cent decline, on the back of an equal decline 
the previous month, caused the dollar to depredate slightly. 

The U.S. until depredated substantially against foe mark 
Friday following the release of the November consumer price 
index, which revealed a rise ofe 0.2 per cent compared to a 0.4 
per cent rise in foe previous mouth. The mild inflation figure, 
combined with foe PPI figure the previous day to cast doubt 
over foe possibility of a near term Fed tightening. But, tbe 
release of the University of Michigan Consumer Confidence 
Index, which showed an increase to 87.7 per cent in December 
compared to 81.2 per. cent in November, blocked foe dollar’s 
decline as it dosed at 1.6973 marks, its lowest level of foe 
week. 

On tbe other band, foe dollar ended substantially higher 
against the yen due to a negative Tankan report, which cast 
doubts on the prospects of Japanese economic growth in the 
short-term. The dollar thus closed at 109.21 yen, its highest 
level in foe week. 
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World Bank official urges Jordan to press for peace benefits 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to (he Jordan Times 



AMMAN — Dr. Attila Ka racism a- 
ndgly, the managing director of the 
world bank, fold a group of Jorda- 
nian Businessmen and officials 
Saturday night that the economic 
climate in Jordan was better than 
that of many countries he told 
visited. 

“I have confidence in the Jorda- 
nian economy more than the 
Jordanians themselves” he empha- 
sised during a working dinner 
hosted by the Jordanian Business- 
men Association. 

He said that complaints, debates 
and objections by businessmen 
were signs of a lively and dynamic 
economy of a country. 

“I become worried if I find 
businessmen quiet, yielding and 
submissive because that signals an 
unhealthy economic environment. 
Dr. Karaosmanogly said. 

The World Bank's official said 
Jordan should not sit idle, awaiting 
whatever economic yields a Middle 


East peace accord would bring. 

“Jordan should take the position 
■ of requesting the benefits it wants** 
he stressed. 

Dr. Karaosmanogly said the 
World B ank had prepared an ex- 
tensive economic study for the 
region but were only beginning to 
look into Jordan's economic role 
within a peace agreement. 

He said that although the World 
Bank would be helping, the econo- 
mic drive should depend on local 
resources and not on external aid. 

Noting that Jordan signed a debt 
rescheduling agreement with the 
Lbndon Gub last week , the World 
Bank official spoke against debt 
relief and said such an approach of 
debt reduction was unacceptable to 
Japan, the world's largest donor. 

“Obtaining a debt relief, as were 
the exceptional cases with Egypt 
and Poland, entails losing aid from 
Japan," the senior banker pointed 
out. 


Dr. Karaosmanogly said in his 
brief address that most world coun- 
tries were now convinced that mar- 
ket economy was the best system 
but, he emphasised, governments 
should continue to have a role such 
as helping foe poor and protecting 
foe environment. 

‘‘Governments should be small 
but strong," he pointed out refer- 
ring to their role in the market. 

He said tbe world bank would 
prefer to support nationally- 
oriented projects that correspond 
with a country’s needs and poten- 
tials although such a policy does 
not satisfy neither right-wing nor 
left-wing parties. 

“We feel besieged by the right 
and left as both accuse us of either 
interfering in their internal affairs 
or in portraying us as the bigger 
government." be elaborated. “We 
get criticised if we try to help the 
poor or if we recommend a structu- 
ral adjustment programme." 

The World Bank executive spe- 
cified the following three points 
which be said were highly impor- 
tant for any government to adopt: 

1) Non-interference in the eco- 


nomy unless when necessary and 
under the conviction that market 
mechanism was not functioning 
property. 

2) Flexibility 

3) Transparency. 

Dr. Karaosmanogly also advised 
against subsidies saying such mea- 
sures largely benefit people who 
are well off instead of limiting foe 


benefits to foe poor. 

"Consequently, it is preferable 
to give the poor direct aid than 
giving them subsidies," be said. 

The world bank executive, who 
left Jordan Sunday, said he had 
fruitful discussions with Jordanian 
officials and noted that Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majall ex- 
pressed interest in having World 


Bank assistance to upgrade foe 
performance of the civil sen-ice 
cadres. 

According to Dr. Karaosmanog- 
|y. Dr. Majali told him it was 
difficult to reduce foe number of 
civil servants but foe Jordanian 
government would offset that 
situation by maintaining a wage 
restraint. 


CAUTIONARY NOTICE IN JORDAN 

NOTICE is hereby given that Dow Jones & Company Inc., American 
Corporation located at 200 Liberty Street. New York. New York. 10281 
United' States of America, are the sole Owners and Proprietors of the Trade 
Mark: 

DOW JONES 

Which relates to: "Computer software, newspapers, periodicals and other 
publications providing financial and other news by electronic and other 
means." 

The said owners claim all rights in respect of the above Trademark and will 
take all legal steps against any person, firm or corporation infringing their 
rights in the said Trademark in JORDAN. 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


MCJUNG. MR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


flu Bel Ghana! /•'»,«/ in Town 

THE 






TeL No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 



RESTAUHiXT 


- Chinese . Thai, Phllfipfno 
Indonlsian ft Malaysian Spe- 
cialities. 

- Five Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One in 
Amman. 

- Live Classical Music. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day, 


12:00 - 3 : 30 pjn 
6:30-11: 30p.m 
(7 days a week) 



2 nd Circle, Jabal Amman ■ 
Opposite French loaf 

Tel- 653482 





INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING -JABAL LWEIBDEH 

AMMAN - JORDAN 1 


Fully Serviced Flats 
In Grand hotel style 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 


f CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongol lari Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight > 




The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Takm awray la awaHafela 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7.-00 — Midnight 

TmL 939968 


ewer Restaurant 


Best Pizzas & Sandwiches 
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Veritable Cuisine Franqaise 
Live Entertainment 


Shmessani 




fjfiewiBfrj 

V t N N J 

Restaurant & Tapas 

Jebel Amman, 3nd circle 
.. Tel. 61 50 61 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO photo 
m 30% imroer 



TJUX OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

dPM iWr Fran 0M PJI to UO AM 
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TuMMtoqr CfsMd 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
M iddle Bast Hotel • Shmdsanj 


Daily Lunch 
Set 7%£4££C 

eT: 



Parole 

Sut'cnrarkci HI. DC, 

Tel: 821677 


Soft & Alcoholic Drinks. 

S Also — — 

® Take-Away Service 


2=Jl ,2^TrJ/ixuiar*/ 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


WffimMWmT 


Special Executive Luncheon* 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30- 3 JO pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel -659519 659520 


From enlarge* 
me 20 x 30 cm 


Shzneisaiu - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



OAIMITEL 


Amman - Td. 668193 
P.OBta 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates end 
Businessmen 
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At 
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^■ \ \ 1 \ j 
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TTt o 

SL>- 

f 'rn/ti 6 ,S 

if tic drink free for 
cadi drink 
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C/ (tuples Only 

I'lt-asf call far reservations 
I'd GSU07 Ii2-OC,(>I^O 


S hint ’isan i-.\' ext to 
Siftht it Sound 
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AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

~C^l1SsHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 / 698181 


































































Bosnian Serbs have made ‘maximum 
acceptable’ concessions — Karadzic 


BELGRADE 

Radovan Karadzic, leader of 
Bosnia's breakaway Serbs, said 
Sunday the Muslim-dominated 
government could expect no 
more territorial concession 
from his side, Tan jug News 
Agency reported. 

Speaking on local radio Mr. 
Karadzic said “the European 
Union should put pressure on 
the Groat and Muslim parties 
because the Serbs have given 
the maximum (number of con- 
cessions) acceptable,” the Bel- 
grade-based agency said. 

Under a plan to divide Bos- 
nia- Herzegovina into three 
separate ethnically-based mini- 
states, the Seths would retain 
52 per cent of territory to 30 
per cent for the Bosnian gov- 
ernment and 18 per cent for 
Bosnian Croats. 

But Bosnian President Aiija 
Izetbegovic is pushing for at 
least another three to four per 
cent of territory, mainly in 
Serb-held parts of eastern Bos- 
nia, before agreeing a peace 
deal. 

Mr. Karadzic's comments 
came ahead of a Dec. 21 peace 
talks meeting in Geneva be- 


tween the three warring parties 
to the Bosnia conflict. 

The Serb leader said the 
Muslim side was prepared to 

S lit the capital Sarajevo with 
e Serbs and forego a proposed 
period under U.N. protecto- 
rate. However, there was no 
immediate reaction to his claim 
from the Bosnian authorities. 

Artillery rounds and sniper 
fire echoed through the Bos- 
nian capital Sarajevo during 
Saturday night. 

Muslim-controlled Bosnian 
Radio said Sunday morning 
several people were wounded 
in the shooting but it gave no 
precise casualty toll. 

- Besieging Serbs bad pound- 
ed the capital with artillery, 
tank and mortar fire Saturday. 

Mr. Karadzic said the Mus- 
lims were launching a “major 
offensive" against Serb-held 
parts of Sarajevo, the Bosnian 
Serb News Agency (SRNA) 
said. 

U.N. special human rights 
envoy Tadeusz Mazowiecki, 
on a brief visit to central Bos- 
nia, urged the international 
community to lift an arms 
embargo against former 


Yugoslavia to allow the Mus- 
lim-led Bosnian government to 
defend itself. 

Mr. Mazowiecki was due to 
meet Croat Foreign Minister 
Mate Granic. 

Meanwhile U.S. Vice Presi- 
dent AJ Gore visited American 
troops involved in relief efforts 
in Bosnia Saturday and told 
them their efforts were serv- 
ing “a good and noble cause." 

Standing beside a C-130 
U.S. Air Force cargo plane at 
Rhein-Main Air Base. 
Mr.GoFe told members of the 
435th Airlift Wing “our coun- 
try owes you a great debt of 
gratitude/’ 

Washington said last month 
it was allocating an additional 
S150 million to Bosnia relief 
efforts in order to double the 
amount of supplies being sent 
there during the harsh winter. 

■ Ihe U.S.-led airdrops began 
in February after President Bill 
Clinton failed to persuade 
European allies to support 
tougher allied action to end the 
fighting in the ex- Yugoslav re- 
public. 

Mr. Gore left Washington 


earlier in the day for the start 
of an eight-day tnp designed to 
show strong (J-S. backing for 
economic reforms in Russia 
and other former Soviet repub- 
lics. 

In a separate development, 
rebel Serbs who have seized a 
third of Croatia voted Sunday 
in elections that their leaders 
say will help the self-proc- 
laimed republic gain interna- 
tional acceptance. 

The Republic of Serb Kra- 
jina (RSK) was cboosing a 
president and parliament who 
will seek peace with Croatian 
authorities and unification with 
Serbs in Bosnia and the Ser- 
bian Republic. 

Early voting in Kirin, the 
RSK’s fortress capital in the 
volcanic moun tains of southern 
Croatia, was brisk despite an 
apathetic election campaign 
overshadowed by the collapse 
of living standards. 

“We are going to solve our 
national question,” said 59- 
y ear-old pensioner Lilia Arda- 
lic as she cast her ballot. "We 
will say to the world that we 
cannot live with the Croats nor 
they with us.” 


IRA kills 2 
N. Ireland 
policemen 


BELFAST ( R > — The IRA 
said it was responsible for the 
killing of two policemen in an 
ambush in a Nonhem Ireland 
town early Sunday. 

The policemen were in a 
patrol vehicle when it came 
under attack at a road junction 
in Fivemiletown in the south- 
west of the British ruled pro- 
vince. 

The IRA (Irish Republican 
Army) said in a statement to a 
local* journalist that it carried 
out The ambush. Police said at 
least two gunmen were in- 
volved. 

It brings to 82 the number of 
people killed in political and 
sectarian violence in Northern 
Ireland this year. 

The IRA has been waging a 
guerrilla war to oust Britain 
from Northern Ireland and 
Protestant extremists, anxious 
to keep .the province , British, 
have -carried- out their ‘-own . 
campaign of violence, r ..’- 

Britain and Ireland stepped 
up efforts recently to end the 
bloodshed, but hopes for an 
early fell after talks between 
British Prime Minister John 
Major and Irish Prime Minister 
Albert Reynolds in Brussels 
Saturday. 

"I cannot yet be certain that 
this present exercise will reach 
a successful conclusion," said 
Mr. Major. 

Mr. Reynolds, who had ex- 
pressed hopes of peace by 
Christmas,, said after the talks 
it would be better to await a 
real breakthrough than rush 
into a watered-down agree- 
ment. 

The leaders plan to keep op 
the talks and may meet in 
London next week. 

Northern Ireland's Protes- 
tant majority wants the pro- 
vince to stay" British but many 
Catholics want to unite with 
the Irish Republic. More than 
3,000 people have been killed 
since the late 1960s in the 
conflict. 

Britain's Mail On Sunday 
newspaper said the Irish gov- 
ernment had held months of 
secret talks with Protestant 
gunmen in Northern Ireland 
despite official denials. 

London and Dublin declined 
to comment on the report 
which.’ if true, could prove 
highly embarrassing to the Ir- 
ish who last month criticised 
BriTain for similar secret con- 
tacts with the IRA. 

But even if confirmed, it 
may do no harm to the peace 
talks. 

Mr. Major's embarrassment 
at the revelation of Britain's 
secret talks, which he had de- 
nied, faded after most parlia- 
mentarians seemed to approve 
of the contacts. 

The Mail On Sunday said 
Irish Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring sent officials to meet 
members of the outlawed Uls- 
ter Volunteer Force, a ruthless 

f aerrilla group determined to 
eep Northern Ireland British. 
Mr. Major, who has relied 
on Protestanr politicians to 
boost his slim majority in par- 
liament, and Mr. Reynolds, 
who 'must deliver an accord 
acceptable to Irish nationalists, 
are trying to find a formula 
that will persuade the IRA and 
their Protestant foes it is worth 
laying down arms. 

'They were given one boost 
when " Protestant extremists 
said it was time "the shameful 
point-scoring of rhe past” was 
left behind. Taken ,at face 
value, this could mean an end 
ro horrific "tit-for-iai" vio- 
lence that in October alone 
took 27 lives. 


Patten shrugs off China’s threats 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong Governor Chris 
Patten defended Sunday his 
moves towards democracy for 
Hong Kong and shrugged off a 
renewed Chinese threat to take 
back the British colony ahead 
of its 1997 handover. 

The governor was defending 
his decision to gazette here last 
Friday a partial reform pack- 
age for local elections in 1994 
and 1995. The move followed 
the breakdown of Sino-British 
talks, begun in April, after 17 
fruitless rounds. 

“We’ve made it absolutely 
plain that we need this partial 
'legislation in order to give 
ourselves more time” to dis- 
cuss more “controversial 
issues' 1 like the Election Com- 
mittee, functional constituen- 
cies and the “through train,” 
which comprises arrangements 
to ensure that officials elected 
to posts in 1994-1995 will be 
able to serve their full terms 
after the turnover, Mr. Patten 
said after opening a new park 
in the colony. 

■' “We want to.go on negotiat- 
ing at the table. We are not 
going; to leave the table. Talk- 
ing is...better than walking.” 

“We have here in Hong 
Kong a stable, prosperous, in- 
credibly successful community, 
recognised as such by the 
whole of the world (and) I 
think by our neighbours in 
China,” Mr. Patten said. 


“And we are going to con- 
tinue to be stable ana prosper- 
ous, flourishing under the rule 
of law,” he added. 

The governor said be had uo 
intention of abandoning talks 
with China and had gazetted 
his proposals to start the ball 
rolling on reform. 

The Legislative Council, 
Hong Kong's mini-parliament, 
is scheduled Wednesday to 
consider the proposals, which 
include lowering the minimum 
voting age to 18 and enshrining 
tbe principle of British-styie, 
single-seat constituencies. 

On Saturday Chinese lead- 
ers, angered by Mr. Patten's 
decision to table the legislation 
without Beijing's blessing, repe- 
ated threats made by senior 
leader Deng Xiaoping in 1982 
to take back Hong Kong be- 
fore 1997 if unspecified dis- 
order broke out in the colony. 

However, on Sunday Mr. 
Patten attempted to allay fears 
that be would let Hong Kong 
fall into chaos. 

“I noted what Chinese offi- 
cials said yesterday about tur- 
moil and chaos aad .I waxit ta 
make an obvious point — there 
is no turmoil and chaos in 
Hong Kong," he told journal- 
ists here. 

“I think that Chinese leaders 
and Chinese officials could pat 
their hearts and minds at rest 
on that particular question." 

The warning from the 
Chinese side came at the end 


of a meeting in Beijing of the 
57-member Preparatory Work 
Committee (FwC), a group 
seen by many as a potential 
“shadow government" to Brit- 
ish rule. 

Chinese Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen, who is also PWC 
chairman, said it was an exam- 
ple of Britain's efforts to create 
“man-made turmoil'' in tbe 
colony before its reversion to 
Chinese sovereignty. 

“We must be on the alert 
against this," said Mr. Qian. 
“Obviously we hope to control 
disorder through cooperation 
and cut down possible trouble 
to a minimum. But if coopera- 
tion breaks down, we cannot 
sit back and watch disorder in 
Hong Kong. 

Therefore, he said, the com- 
mittee should intensify efforts 
to make its own preparations 
to ensure a smooth transfer 
under the “one country, two 
systems" principle, and in par- 
ticular begin discussing con- 
crete plans for forming a new 
legislature in. 1997, r 

The 'PWGy^fl.-cemraufliqiie 
released after the meeting, en- 
dorsed Mr. Deng’s recently 
published 1 1-year-old com- 
ments which included the 
warning that China may be 
forced to take Hong Kong 
back before the agreed date of 
July 1, 1997 if turmoil broke 
out during the transition 
period. 
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The aftermath of the apartment block which collapsed on the outskirts of Kuala Lumpur, 


Malaysia (AFP photo) 


Hopes of finding survivors fade 
in Malaysia building collapse 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Hopes of finding more survi- 
vors from the debris of a col- 
lapsed luxury apartment block 
faded Sunday as rescue work- 
ers failed to detect signs of life 
from more than 50 people 
feared buried. 

"We have heard no sound 
toraliy, despite using some 
sensitive equipment," Hanif 
Omar, police inspector-general 
in charge of the rescue'opera- 
tion, told reporters at the site 
of the 12-storey block, which 
toppled over after being hir by 
a landslide. 

Housing and Local Govern- 
ment Minister Ting Chew Peh 
said at least 54 people, most of 
them women and children, are 
now thought to be trapped. 

Giving tbe latest report on 
those missing. Mr. Tmg said 
the total included nine fore- 
igners — three Filipinos, two 
Koreans, two Indonesians and 
two Indians. 


Among the Malaysians 
feared trapped were 15 chil- 
dren and 21 women, he said. 

Rescuers have found no sur- 
vivors or bodies since three 
people were rescued hours af- 
ter the building, Kuala Lum- 
pur’s first luxury condominium 
when it was built in 1979, fell 
over early Saturday afternoon. 

One of the three, a 50-year- 
old Japanese woman, died in 
hospital later. 

A second apartment build- 
ing in the condominium com- 
plex has begun to list, and an 
opening in the Earth behind 
tne collapsed building was 
widening. Officials fear the 
tower is in danger of falling 
across the collapsed building. 

The entire neighbourhood 
has been evacuated. 

Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad visited the site 
Sunday for the second day 
running. “I wouldn’t say there 
was no possibility at all,” Mr. 


Mahathir said when asked ab- 
out chances of more survivors. 
"But it is a very thin hope to 
get anybody out alive there.” 

An Indonesian woman, who 
was taken to hospital with her 
baby Saturday, told reporters 
Sunday that she was trapped 
for about an hour before fire- 
men spotted her. 

Unurah Rashidah Khaoru- 
man, 22, who worked as a 
maid in the building, said she 
attracted the attention of fire- 
men by pushing up a stick 
through the debris to indicate 
ber position. 

"We tried to escape but the 
building shook hard and the 
floor started cracking,” Umir- 
ah said. "When I regained 
consciousness, I found myself 
in the rubble.” 

Umirah said she used her 
body to shield her daughter 
from the falling debris. She 
breast-fed her crying daughter 
until she dozed off. 


Recession, . 
reforms 
close in on 
Hosokawa 

’TOKYO ‘(R)™ Japanese 
Prime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa faces his toughest 
week since taking office, with 
crucial decisions on rice im- 
pots, recession management 
and political reform amid 
growing talk of a snap election. 

“The first three days of this 
week will decide the fate of the 
government," political com- 
mentator Masayuki Fukuoka 
said Sunday. “There is strong 
talk of dissolution and general 
elections.” 

With the "three Rs" — rice, 
recession and reforms — be- 
coming eveT more entangled in 
parliament and stubborn resist- 
ance coming from the coun- 
try’s two biggest parties, Mr. 
Hosokawa now has little room 
to manoeuvre, said Mr. 
Fukuoka, a professor of poli- 
tics at Hakuho University. 

The situation drew a rare 
outburst from the usually cool 
prune minister, noted for his 
trendy suits and Armani ties. 

“What are you doing? When 
exactly is the deadline?" a red- 
faced Hosokawa shouted at 
Foreign Ministry officials dur- 
ing a discussion of a proposed 
rice-import deal at a cabinet 
meeting Saturday, the Tokyo 
Shimbun said. 


- On Monday Mr. Hosokawa 
is expected to announce 
Japan's final acceptance of a 
GATT proposal to allow li- 
mited rice imports over six 
years in exchange for postpon- 
ing a plan to replace the coun- 
try’s blanket ban on imports 
with tariffs. 

The Socialist Party, the big- 
gest in Mr. Hosokawa ’s fragile 
coalition, have twice forced 
him to dealy tbe announce-' 
ment. 

Refusing to temper their 
opposition to the GATT plan, 
the Socialists have issued 
veiled threats time they will 
quit the coalition if Mr. Hoso 
kawa does not reject the 
GATT plan. 

GATT (the General Agree- 
ment on Tarrifs and Trade) has 
set Wednesday as the deadline 
for conclusion of the seven- 
year-old Uruguay round of 
global trade talks. 

Japan's refusal to lift its ban 
on commercial rice imports has 
been a major roadblock to a 
successful conclusion, along 
with a European Community- 
U.S. row over farm subsidies. 

While the rice row could 
bring down the Hosokawa gov- 
ernment, the political crisis 
appears to have come too late 
to derail Japan's acceptance of 
partial market opening. 

Political analysts said Mr. 
Hosokawa has no choice but to 
sign the GATT compromise. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Portugal’s PSD set to lose local poll 

LISBON (R) — Fog cast a pall over early voting Sunday in 
local council elections in which Portugal's ruling centre-nght 
Social Democrat Party (PSD) seemed headed for a humiliating 
defeat at the hands of the left. Opinion polls during a 

jested 


that left-wing 


would retain ‘power in Lisbon andOporto and that the 
opposition movement, the Socialist Party 
greatest number of votes overall. The PSD, which has ruled 


(PS), would win the 


nationally in Portugal since 1984, slightly increased its major- 
ity to just over 50 per cent of the vote in the last general 
election in 1991. But the Socialist and Communist opposition 
traditionally does better In local elections and the popularity of 
Prime Minister AnibaJ Cavaco Silva has suffered as a result of 
an economic slowdown that has increased unemployment. 
Sunday's voting was widely seen as a trial run for a general 
election due no later than 1995. 

Malawi opposition calls off strike - 

BLANTYRE (AFP) — Malawi’s opposition, conceding to a 
court injunction, Sunday called off a three -day general strike 
planned to begin Monday and designed to force President 
Kamuzu Banda’s government to accept its touch conditions on 
the powers of an acting president. Fred Nseula, current 
chairman of tbe opporitioo-dominated National Consultative 
Council (NCC), which is overseeing the transition to democra- 
cy, told AFP that four of the five opposition parties had asked 
mm to call off tbe strike “just to snow the government that 
unlike them, we do respect court orders.” He said the 
opposition had also taken into consideration the country’s 
fragile security situation- “We don't want to dentil the 
democratisation process," he said. Malawi’s High Court 
Saturday made an order preventing the opposition from 
declaring the strike and from encouraging or directing any 
person to strike. 

India damps curfew on Kashmir town - 

SRINAGAR, India (AFP) — Indian security forces enforced 
a curfew Sunday on the south Kashmir town of Anantnag after 
fierce gun battles with Muslim militants, police said here. 
Paramilitary troop reinforcements and fire-tighteis were also 
sent to Anantnag, which was sealed off after the dashes during 
which parts of the town were set on fire. The number of 
casualties' in - the day-long gun battles - which ended late 
Saturday was not known. Anantnag is 50 kilometres from 
Srinagar, Kashmir’s summer capital and hub of Muslim 
militants fighting for an end to Indian rule over the region. 
The clashes marked a shift in violence from the usuafly-voTaefle 
north Kashmir to the south. Fierce firefights in the northern 
town of Sopore on Nov. 29 left 15 people dead and 100 shops 
and houses gutted. Meanwhile, 150 Muslim rebels jailed in the 
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Kashmir winter capital of Jammu began an open-ended 
hunger strike Saturday to protest at Imfia-F ’ ‘ 

Kashmir set for Jan. 1-3. 


U.N. panel approves rights commissioner 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — A U.N. panel approved the 
creation of a new commissioner for human rights, a post under 
discussion for the past 45 years, to respond quickly to major 
righis crises around the world. President Bill Clinton’s 
administration has made the commissioner a cornerstone of its 
U.N. policy and a U.S. official said he was satisfied with the 
results, saying "it does what we want." A working group 
reached agreement in weekend marathon negotiations on a 
compromise resolution between Third World nations opposed 
to the position and those lobbying for it, including industrial 
states, numerous Latin American countries and some African 
nations. A General Assembly committee is scheduled to 
approve the post later this week after which it goes to the full 
Assembly before the end of the year. 

Belarus split over Russian election 

MINSK (R) — The former Soviet Republic of Belarus its 
leadership split into liberal and conservative camps, is equally 
divided on who it would like to see emerge as a winner in 
Sunday s Russian parliamentary elections. All political forces 
m the county of 10 million acknowledge that Russia’s vast 
influence on its western neighbour means the outcome of the 
vote has a great bearing on its future economic and political 
development. Unhle neighbouring Ukraine, where all political 
forces back reformers and Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
Belarus s iimaie cooservativism has created a groundswell of 
opposition to fast-track reforms in the Kremlin: 


Vast majority rt 
Americans totem 
gun registration 


NEW YORK 


As** 


tory gun registration nut no 
oppose a ban- Pft b 
according to a 
Saiurdayby Time 
nationwide Th.. . ... 

found that 78 per ccat favour 
mandatory registration of is 
guns while 74 pet cent pp py 
a handgun ban. 'fine* aa &ffe - 
Yankelovkh Partners survey 
of 500 adults was conducted os 
Dec. 3 before a man went oa a 
shooting spree aboard & New 
York commuter train, Tatting - 
five and wounding 18 with * 
semi-automatic gun. Fortf- 
eigbt per cent of those poBOO 
sard they had a gun or guns m, 
their home. But of these indi- 
viduals. six in 10 Said the gill 
was for sport while just two m 
10 said it was for proteaww : 
from crime. The remainder 
said the weapon was tot 
another reason or for a com-, 
bination of reasons. The sav- 
vey was conducted after con- 
gressional approval of the - 
Brady Bill imposing a five-day 
waiting period on hand gun 
purchases — a step bitterly 
. opposed by the gun lobby. . 

Taiwan plan* 
tough child' 
prostitution taw 

TAIPEI (R) — Clients of 
Taiwanese child prostitute* 
could be jailed under a tough 
draft law aimed at protecting 
children from sexual exploita- 
tion, the Central Daily News 
said Sunday. Under the bill 
drafted by tne Justice Ministry, 
people caught consorting with 
child prostitutes woulu face jafi - 
sentences of up to five yean, 
the newspaper said. Traders in 
child prostitutes and parents 
who sold their children into 
prostitution would face even 
narshex but unspecified sent- 
ences, according to the bill. 
Conventional police crack- 
downs on vice had failed to 
solve the problem of some 
40,006 to 60,000 prostitutes 
under the age of 18 an Taiwan. 
At present police, dting in* 
adequate laws, often release 
clients of prostitutes without 
punishment, after detaining 
them briefly tir fining them. 
Local media reports live said 
some police offipexa .ate- pro- 
tecting and even running 
brothels. Last month more 
than 10,000 Taiwanese, indad< 
ing the interior, justice and 
finance ministers, jogged ~ ' 
a row of shuttered broth 
Taipei's notoridbs'red 
district to protest against 
island's child prostitution hh 
.dustry. The Garden of Hope 
Foundation, a charity group 
fighting child prostitution, w 
proposed publishing tire name* 
addresses and photographs of 
child prostitutes in new- 
spapers. , 

Crying is over - ' . : . 
as Evita heads 
for big screen 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Dorit 
cry for Evita any longer, says - 
film director Oliver Stone, - 
Stone is teaming up with Dis- 
ney to produce the long-de- 
layed movie version of the*- 
stage musical about Argenti- , 
n&’s notorious former first 
lady. Stone, the Omar-winning 
director of such controversial 
movies as JFK, Platoon, and 
Born On The Fourth Of Jidy, 
said in an interview he ha* 
already begun the search for an 
actress for the title role. "It 
could take up to a year,” be 
said. “We are loolriong at 
known as well as unknown 
actresses.” In 13 wars of on- 
again, off-again efforts to bring 
the Andrew Llyod Webber* 
Tim Rice musical to tbe bag 
screen, consideration has been . 
given to stars including. 
"Madonna, Meryl Streep, Bar- 
bra Streisand, Bette Midler, 
Gloria Estefan and Maria 
Carey. No one has yet bees' 
named to play Evita s how ' - 
band, the late Argentine dicta- 
tor Juan Peron, although Brifr 
ish actor Jeremy Irons fry* *■ 
once been rumoured as a possi- 
bility. Stone first expressed in- 
terest in Evita five years ago 
before Disney acquired right* 
to the project but tbe deal fell 
ffirougb. I wrote the script, 
developed it, travelled every- 
where... (but) couldn’t make it 
at that time” he said. Disney 
came close to making Evita 
three years ago with 
Gordon Caron directing and 
Madonna starring, but if 
aborted production when the 
project went over budget. 
Disney came back to me ie- 
oently and offered me condi- 
tions that were better than ev« 1 
with more money for it and t 
got the part,” Stone said. The 
movie, which popularised kuefr 
«Mgs as Don't Qy For Me, - 
Argentina, is budgeted at $40 
million with protraction set to 
begin m. the next 18 months,' 
^ k*. Angeles Times m- 
ported. Stone is not expected 
“tortfon to Evita. 
until after he completes Mi/ 
next movie, Noriega, aboutfiw 
fwpbsed Panamanian nriUtujf 
leader. His newest filar 
Heaven And Earth, opens 
Christmas Day. 
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successive year Sunday, beat- 
ing AC Milan of Italy 3-2 in a 
scrappy game at Japan's 
National Stadium. 

Though Milan dominated 
much of the play, the Brazi- 
lians made the best of their 
opportunities in a match that 
French, referee Joel Quiniou 
stopped frequently for minor 
mfringefoeois. 

“Milan played with good 
rhythm, but we came out bet- 
ter in the result,” 38-year-old 
man of the match Tooinho 
Cerezo told a news conference 
afterwards. 

Sao Paulo finished the first 
half from a P a I h in ha goal after 
19 minutes, when he connected 
with a low cross and put the 
ball away from the edge of the 
six-yard box. 

It was the Brazilians' only 
Teal opportunity of the half, 
and they spent much of the 
time frustrating the Italian 
attackers with tight marking at 
the back. 

They had some hick too, 
when Daniele Massaro fired a 
thundering volley against the 
bar from outside the penalty 
area, . and again when goal- 
keeper Zetti scrambled to save 
a Jeab-Pierre Papin header 
with his left foot. 

Milan seemed to find their 
form in the second half and 
appeared set for a comeback 
when Massaro volleyed home 
from close range in the open- 
minutes. 

tut Sao Paulo took the lead 

S after 59 minutes, when 
iho Cerezo converted his 
team’s second scoring chance 
into '-its - second god with 
another dose-range strike. 

When French ace Papin 
headed an equaliser in the 8 1st 
minute die game appeared 
headed for extra time, but Sao 
Paulp clinched the match with 
just four minutes to go. 

Muller charged the penalty 
areaioff a quick break, pursued 
by a . Milan defender. When 
goalkeeper Seb^urpo Rossi-, 
came out too . early apd Jum- 
bled the clearance, the fat- 
pacep forward nipped past for 
the_ winner. 

Sao Paulo’s veteran manager 
Tele Santana admitted his 
team had had the best of the 
luck. 

“After Milan equalised, we 
expected to go into extra 
time,” he said. 

“We were lucky to score that 
goal," he said of Muller’s win- 
ner. “It was partly a mistake by 
the Milan defence — the goal- 
keeper came out too quickly.” 
Santana came to Japan this 
year widely tipped for the job- 
of head coach of Japan’s 
national team, but the talks 
appear to have fallen through 
because of the amount of 
money he was demanding. 

AC Milan’s manager Fabio 
Capeilo took the defeat hard. 



Cardamone retains boxing title 


&ERCK, France (R) — Italy’s Agostmo Carda- 
mooe outpointed French challenger Frederic 
sefiBer Saturday to retain his European mid- 
dleweight title and an unbeaten record. The 
28-year-old Cardamone was given a unanimous 
verdict by the three judges after a gruefling fight 
which left both boxers with barely the strength 
to trade punches in the closing rounds. Two 
Judges awarded the boot 117-114 in the Italian’s 
fevunr and the third gave him the verdict by 


115-113. Cardamone, who took the European 
title in June, has won ah 20 of his professional 
boots, with seven inside the distance. “He was 
strong throughout the fight,” the 29-year-otd 
sefflier said. ”1 was feeling very fight,” the 
29-year-old sefflkr said. “I was feeling very 
weak at the aid.” The photograph shows 
Cardamone (right) in action against SeOfier 
(AFP pinto) 


Motivation beats off foreign raiders 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 

Motivation, starting at 11-1, 
completed the double for local 
horses with a resounding vic- 
tory in the Hong Kong Interna- 
tional Cup at the Shatin Race- 
course here Sunday. 


Under light rain, the Argen- 
tine-bred horse was perfectly 
ridden by Australian jockey 
John Marshall. 

With a middling early speed, 
Marshall took the initiative 
and raced outside the early 
leader, the French entry Man- 
lodo. 

“They weren't going very 
hard and it gave me the chance 
to sit outside the leader. It 


seems a long straight when 
you're trying to hold on but the 
horse certainly gave a lot,” 
said Marshall. 

The favourite River Verdon 
(9-2) ran on strongly from well 
back in the field to finish 
fourth just behind Stark South 
who finished hard over the last 
100 metres. 

The heavily backed Kiwi 
Golfer (10-1 into 6-1) raced in 
third place to the corner but 
failed to quicken. 

The strongly fancied Ver- 
veine (6-1) was gallant in de- 
feat and battled on strongjy 
after looking in with a big 
chance at the 200m. 


Wiberg wins women’s slalom 


VEYSONNAZ, Switzerland 
(R) — Perm 11a Wiberg of 
Sweden won a women’s alpine 
ski World Cup slalom Sunday 
in a time of one minute 26.16 
seconds, according to pro- 
visional results. 

Morena Gallizio of Italy was 
second in 1:26.94 and Christine 
Von Gruenigen of Switzerland 
Thirtf in 1-27:05. \ ' 

Wiberg moved info third 
postion m the overall World 
Cup standings behind Austrian 
Anita Wacnter and Vreni 
Schneider of Switzerland. 

“Fm very happy indeed and 
I was determined to give it all I 
got in the second run," she 
said. 

Wiberg missed the second 
half of last season after injur- 
ing an achiiles tendon in Janu- 
ary but said she no longer had 



ril do it again because it gave 
me more motivation,” she 
said. 

Gallizio said a visit to Lech 
in Austria last week for some 
physiotherapy treatment to her Gruenigen 
lower back appeared to have the oldest 
helped. 

“I was having problems with 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
. & TANNAH H1RSCH 
fcwaa lritHM Modu Stwcm, me 


more than one can spare 


Both vulnerable. Sooth deals. 
NORTH 
* K 10 7 - 

V R 9 4 
. 0 A e 5 
:*■ K 9 3 2 

WEST 1 . EAST 
*J42 * A Q 8 3 

?8 «3 9 6 

OK 108 7 2 0 Q 9 4 
*4 8. .. ♦ Q 10 7 6 5 

SOUTH 
. . *968 

9 A Q J 10 7 2 

r ' 0J3 
' . *.A 4 . 

The bidding; 

South West North East 
19 ’ E am 2 NT Pas a 
3 V- Pass. 4 9 Pass 
Pass - Pass 

Opening, lead; Six of 9 

Some bridge players are miserly 
with their cards. They hate playing 
anything but their lowest cam to a 
trick they cant win. On defense, 
that means their partners will often 
Imve fo work without any help of a 
signal. Bat- being overly profligate 
with -high duds can be as costly. 
This htai>d is from Bill Root’s up- 
coming book cm defense. 


The auction is simple enough. 
South’s heart rebid showed a six- 
card suit, and North, with a perfect- 
ly balanced hand, key heart filler 
and stopper in every suit, might 
have been wiser to insist on no 
trump rather than raise to four 
hearts. Nine tricks were on top after 
any lead. 

West led a trump and declarer 
drew two more rounds. On the first 
of these East discarded a chib, but 
on the second chose to signal with 
the eight of spades. That proved 
fatal. Declarer led the nine of 
spades, covered by the jack and king 
and won by East's ace. The dub 
shift was taken in the closed hand 
and a spade to the ten fetched the 
a ce.. Declarer still had a diamond to 
lose, but that was all — making four- 
odd. 

If declarer guesses the distribu- 
tion, four hearts can always be 
made. However, had East discarded 
a low spade instead of the eight 
there is a great likelihood that de- 
clarer would have Tost three spade 
tricks and gone down. 

Bill Root’s sage advice: Don’t play 
a high card to give partner a signal if 
it may cost a trick. 


my back but Tm feeling a lot 
better now,” she said. 

Second place for 19-year-old 
Gallizio eased some of the pain 
for Italy after Saturday’s 
World Cup grant slalom winner 
Deborah Compagnoni crashed 
after catapulting out of the 
1,675-metre-high departure 
gate. .. „ _ .. 

Super-G Olympic gold 
medallist Compagnoni showed 
her frustration by slamming 
her ski stick against the piste 
afer recovering from her fell 
and was reported to have left 
immediately from Veysonnaz. 

Switzerland’s Vreni Schneid- 
er, who won this season’s only 
other slalom at Santa Caterina 
in November, was the first on 
the piste and the first to MI, 
causing moans of sympathy 
from her home supporters. 

The Swiss received some 
comfort by Von Gruemngen’s 
third position. “I have a lot of 
experience but I trained hard 
to try to do well here.” 

“It was not very easy for me 
but I love the bard snow which 
helped me,” said Von 
Gruenigen, who at 29 is one of 
the oldest competitors in the 
womens alpine skiing pack. 

With an overnight snowfall 
and bright, sonny weather, 
conditions were better than for 
Saturday's giant slalom, 
though organisers said the 
Piste was still very hard. 

Schneider, who has 44 giant 
slalom and slalom victories to 
her credit, was hoping to gar- 
ner more points after coming 
third in Saturday’s giant slalom 
race in the hope of edging 
ahead of World Cup standings 
leader Anita Wachter of Au- 
stria. 


day 

le Be gg- trained Winning Part- 
ners (5-2) brought a smile to 
favourite backers with a gutsy 
win in the Hong Kong Interna- 
tional Bowl. 

Superbly ridden by Mick 
Kinane, the local hero caught 
the gallant British filly Manna 
Park dose to home to win by a 
neck. 

Marina Park had raced on 
the fence behind the Japanese 
entrant Tomoe Regent to the 
corner before dashing to the 
lead under jockey Frankie De- 
ttori. 

She dashed dear but wa un- 
able to understand the chal- 
lenge from Winning Partners. 


A1 Faisali widens lead to 3 point 
at top of Jordan soccer standings 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Monday's match 
in the 10th week of soccer's 
first division championship 
might well affect the top four 
teams eyeing the precious title. 
Former titlenofders AI Wihdat 
dash against Al Hussein; 
second-placed Al Ahli face Al 
Arabi; and Al Jazireh, now in 
sixth place, meet Al Yarmouk. 

During past week, titlehol- 
ders AI Faisali held on to their 
top rankings after a 4-0 win 
over Al Yarmouk. Striker 
Jiryes Tadros broke the sea- 
son's record for fastest goal 
when be gave his team the lead 
in the first minute. 

The goal stunned A! Yar- 
mouk who could not effective- 
ly attack their 

as Subhi Suleiman netted m 
the second goal in the 29th 
minute. 

Al Faisali, scored their two 
other goals by Jaafar Hammad 
and riras Khalafieh in the 


he scored in the 56th minute. 

Meanwhile, Al Jazireh 
scored their second win with a 
stunning 4-0 win over AI 
Baqaa. 

Toey scored two goals in the 
14th and 26th minutes to end 
the first half 2-0. while AI 
Baqaa lost a one definite scor- 
ing chance- 

Al Jazireh, playing with ob- 
vious confidence and deter- 
mined to advance their stand- 
ing, relentessly attacked their 
opponent’s goal and netted in 
another two in the 47th and 
84th minutes. 

Al Fuheis captured seventh 
place this week after a 2-1 win 
over Al Arabi who fell to fifth 
place. 

Al Arabi were the first to 
score by Ahmad Subhi in the 
28th minute. However Fuheis 
secured the win after two first- 
half goals in the 37th and 40th 
minutes. 

Al Wihdat jumped ro fourth 
place after a 1-1 draw with Al 
Ahli. 


sieh their second consecutive 
loss. 

Although Al Qadissieh led 
2-0 after goals by Mustafa 
Adam and Ismail Awadat, Al 
Ramtha scored their first goal 
from a penalty kick by 
Mohammad Al Khazali in the 
47th minute. 

From then on Al Ramtha 
tightened their grip and took 
total control of the game as 
Issa Azaizeh scored the 
equalising goal in the 67th mi- 
nute. 

Striker Badran Al Shaqran 
scored his team’s final two 
goals in the 73rd and 91st 
minutes ending the match 4-2 
and moving to eighth place in 
the standings. Al Ramtha have 
five postponed matches against 
AI Faisali, al Jazireh, A I Ba- 
qaa, AJ Yarmouk and Sahab. 

During the past week the 
Jordan Soccer Federation 
(JSF), faced with ever-growing 


incidents of fan trouble or 
player bookings imposed 
JD 1.000 fines Oft Al Wihdat 
and Sahab clubs Cor the un- 
sportsmanlike conduct fo their 
fans. Both clt^- l0 ter appealed 
to the JSF and foe foies were 
reduced to Jq 400 each. 

Al Ramtha \nd Al Hussein 
were also fined JP 200 for first 
instances of tha same offence. 

Al Faisali ’s Mousa A wad, Al 
Qadissieh’s Ahmad Shtewi and 
Al Baqaa's Abdul Rahman 
Khader were given a three- 
match suspension and fined 
JD SO each for unlawful tack- 
les and obscene language. 

The JSF also announced re- 
sults in the 1993 youth com- 
petitions: 

Al Widhat clinched the titles 
in the under- 15, under- 17 and 
under-19 competitions. Al 
Arabi, Al Awdefa, and Al Hus- 
sein were the runners up in the 
respective tournaments. 


Standings after 9th week 
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Mader continues fine start to skiing season 


VAL D’ISERJE, France (R) — 
World Cup leader Guenther 
Mader continued his fine start 
to the season by clinching the 
super-giant slalom in the 
French resort of Val D’lsere 
Sunday. 

Austrian Mader glided 
smoothly through the 47 gates 
of the Oreiller-Killy Piste to 
claim his second victory this 


winter following a giant slalom 
in Park City last month. 

“I knew I was in good shape 
but I didn't expect to win 
here.” Mader said. “I like this 
course which is quite deman- 
ding and the conditions were 
ideal.” — 

Mader made a cautious start 
and then moved up a gear in 
the mid-section to clock a final 
.time of one minute 28.25 
seconds. 


Olympic champion Kjetil- 
Andre Aamodt made a big 
mistake on the upper part of 
the course but then gave it all 
he had to take second place 
0.17 of a second behina the 
winner. 

Aamodt' said he badly 
wanted a win to pay tribute to 
Norway's slalom and giant sla- 
lom head coach Ales Gartner, 
who died on Saturday of a heart 
attack. 


“1 really wanted to win for 
Ales and 1 took too many 
risks,” he said. 

Young American Tommy 
Moe showed he had plenty to 
offer by taking third place 6.36 
of a second behind the winner. 

“I’m delighted.” said the 23- 
year-old from Alaska. “I think 
this is going to be a great 
season for me. People have 
been waiting for me for quite a 
while and now it’s time to win 
races." 


| FIRE WOOD FOR SALE 


AVAILABLE NOW: dass(A)Hre Wood ( OLIVE + OAK) I 
SPEED IGNITION H- FAIR PRICES! 
AL-JAMMALY STORES - opposite to Alba HOUSS - I 



^TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 


VILLA FOR RENT & LOtS OF FLATS , WITH OR 


WITHOUT FURNITURE " 

Please/ 

JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 

Call/ 

Tel: 829882/829883 


FOR RENT 

Fully Furnished Luxury 

3 bedroom flat. Telephone - 2 glassed balco- 
nies, separate heating, solar heating system. 
Location: Garden Street, near Waha, behind 
Hassan Commercial Centre. 

Telephone: 819299 681881 


12 DAYS 

for your Xmas presents. 

the ideal meaningful present is yours at: 

D AJANl 


JEWELLERS 


Amra Hotel 

6th Circle - Amman. 


“Gems-Birthstones 
Gold-watches 
home & office 
presents.” 



CAR FOR SALE 

Mitsubishi sport 1982 in very good condition. 
With ali options. 

Please call tel.: 829153 


Furnished Floor in a viua 
For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining, sitting, 2 bathrooms, 
spacious kitchen, maid's room, laundry room, separate 
central heating with very good furniture. Location: Marj Al 
Hammarn, Alia Housing neighbourhood, formerly the Royal 
Command and Staff Academy Street. 

Please call tel.: 711436 


"for RENT 

Modern furnished apartments 

One bedroom — Two bedrooms — Three bedrooms. 
C.H. and Telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani - near Bird’s Garden. 

Jabal Amman - Khaldi Hospital 

Owners tel.: 667862 - 642351 


FOR RENT 


☆ Super deluxe apartment, consisting of three bed- 
rooms, spacious salon. Two bathrooms, located at 
Sixth Circle, Amra Street. 

☆ Furnished apartment, consisting of one bedroom. 

Please call tel. 813479 


CAR FOR SALE 

Renault 25 - V-6, automatic, model 1990 
DUTY UNPAID, Bine metallic 

Options: Air condition, climate control, ergomatic chairs, 
electric chairs, electric mirrors, radio Renault (with code), 
alarm system, remote control of electric doorlock and alarm 
system, fuel management computer, voice warning system. 

For more Information, call: 696240/1 (Office) 
664906 (Residence) 


DUTY UNPAID 
FOR SALE BY TENDER 

1989 Austin Montego 2.0L Mav fair saloon. Black. 
Radio cassette. Front electric windows, A/C, 110,000 
km. Excellent condition. 

Sealed bids for purchase to b? sent to British Embassy 
not later than December 20, 1993. 

For appointment to view contact: 823100 / Ext 

212 . 
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Guana 


Tel.: ©4144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Harrison Ford — in 

PATRIOT GAMES 

Show* 12JU. '3:30. b:I5. fc30. 10:30 


Cinema 


TeL: 677420 


CONCORD ‘1’ 

Clint Eastwood — in 

IN THE LINE OF FIRE 

Shows: 1230, 3:30. 6:15, &30, 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Kim Basinger — in 

Two Hot To Handle 

Shows: 3:15, 6 , 8:15, 10:15 


Cinema 


Td.: 699238 


PLAYING WITH THE VILLAINS 
Arabic 

Show* 12:30, 3:15, 5, 630. 8:30, l(k30 


Td.: 675571 

Nabfl Al fltahhd TM« 


A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Sheer. Fuad Sftomaii 
In addition to .other comedians 
Every 'night at 8:15 
Tfokofe ar§ sold afl .day 


NabH & Htefiam’s ™.: S25155t 

MILAN THBATBB 


The political comeay - 

VBUD0RS ABAB SUHHST 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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Russia holds historic 


vote; many stay home 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 
sians voted Sunday to elect 


their first post-Soviet parlia- 
ment and render a verdict on 
President Bc^s Yeltsin’s con- 


stitution, but early turnout fi- 
gures showed minions staved 


gures showed millions stayed 
home and snubbed the poll. 

Adr. Yeltsin was among the 
first voters to turn up at a 
Moscow periling station near 
bis apartment and cast his bal- 
lot in favour of the draft char- 
ter that would boost his powers 
and establish a Western-style 
system of government. 

“I am certain that the con- 
stitution will be approved by 
all," Mr. Yeltsin told reporters 
as he had his wife Naina en- 
tered polling station number 
55-56 some 20 minutes after it 
opened. 

The Russian leader express- 
ed confidence that voters 
would elect “a better parlia- 
ment" than the former old- 
guard legislature that he dis- 
solved 10 weeks ago in a shock 
decision that set off a revolt 
crushed by the military on 
October 4. 

About 107 mifli on Russians 
were eligible to vote in the 
referendum and in the poll to 
elect the new federal assembly 
comprised of a 450-seat state 
Duma and of a 178-member 
Federation Council. 

Under referendum rules, at 
least 50 per cent of the reg- 
istered electorate must take 


local time there. 

In the Far East city of Kha- 
barovsk, the diairman of the 
local elections commission, 
Mikhail Sleptsov, appeared on 
television one hour before poll 
closure and appealed to voters 
to go to the polls. 

The elections were: 

The key Russians voted for 
candidates to both houses of 
the new parliament and for a 
new constitution. ' President 
Yeltsin ordered the election in 
September after dissolving the 


previous parliament, which 
had opposed his reforms. 


had opposed his reforms. 

The parliament is called the 
Federal Assembly. It consists 
of two bouses. The State 
Duma is the lower house, 
while the Federation Council is 
the upper bouse. 

Stae Duma has 450 mem- 
bers, of which 225 w31 be 
elected according to party lists. 
The other 225 wul be elected in 
geographical constituencies. 

The Federation Council has 
176 members, two from each 
of Russia’s 88 republics and 
regions. 

Members of parliament nor- 
mally will serve four-year 
terms, bnt the first parliament 


elected will serve only for two 
. years because Mr. Yeltsin says 
Russia is in a period of transi- 


part for the plebiscite to be 
considered valid. 


considered valid. 

According to officials from a 
presidential centre analysing 
the results, turnout stood at 
about 50 per cent in the Far Eas 
when polls closed at 10:00 p.m. 


don. 

The new constitution re- 
places 1978 document adopted 
under Soviet leader Leonid 
Brezhnev and amended hun- 
dreds of times in recent years 
by Russian lawmakers. Key 
provisions include: Right to 
private ownership of land, 
freedom of trade and freedom 
or movement, forbids cen- 


, sorship and strengthens powers 
of the president. 

Russian ultra-nationalist Vla- 
dimir Zhirinovsky claimed suc- 
cess for bis party in the elec- 
tions, saying that only “gov- 
ernment falsification'' would 
prevent his group from topping 
the polls. 

“We will win this election. I 
must be the first but the gov- 
ernment party is making... the 
-first (Russia’s Choice) and the 
second our party," he told 
Reuters. 

“I am the first, but by falsi- 
fication I will be the second." 

Mr. Zhirinovsky, tipped by 
recent opinion polls to win a 
big share of the vote, said 
victory would enable his party 
to carry out its election prog- 
ramme, halting aid to other 
countries and reversing plans 
to convert the military sector 
to civilian use. 

“If we win this election we 
have an opportunity to... ame- 
liorate the condition of life of 
our people and... to get peace 
with European countries." 

Mr. Zhirinovsky, the leader 
of the Russia's right-wing 
Libera] Democratic Party 
(LDPR), has demanded the 
restoration of Russian rule 
throughout the territory of the 
former Soviet Union and 
draconian measures to restore 
public order. 

He has won popular support 
through a highly effective tele- 
vision campaign t raising alarm 


in the reformist camp, other 
former Soviet republics and 


former Soviet republics and 
the West. Opinion polls say the 
LDPR may came second or 
even first of the 13 parties in 
the contest. 



Hekmatyar 


Israel axes Xmas tree gift to Bethlehem 


remains 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Norway’s gift of a" DrCIIlICr 

Ch ristmas tree to Bethlehem in recognition of the peace | | * 

accord was finally chopped down by Israel on Sunday. The 
Norwegian embassy and Bethlehem Mayor Ehas Freij 
appealed to the Israeli authorities to waive their ban on 
importing pine trees as a ges ture towards peace. But after a 
meeting Sunday, a spokesman for the agriculture ministr y 
said: “We have not changed our decision to stop this. But 


KABUL (Agencies) — Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar is still the 


Afghan prime minister and has 
only named aide Qazi Amin 


said: "We have not changed our decision to stop this. But 
there axe plenty of trees here. They will have to buy one in 
Israel if they want a Christmas tree. There are plenty here and 
I can give them the address where to go- We tola them that last 
week. 


Saddam exempts artists from tax 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — President Saddam Hussein has decided 
to exempt artists from paying income tax and given land to 400 
journalists to build homes, Iraqi newspapers reported Sunday. 
Taxes will also be lifted on film-making. The decisions were 
taken at the recommendation of the Artists' Federation, which 
is headed by the president’s son, Uday Hussein and the 
Writers’ Union. President Saddam already granted land to 800 
journalists at the start of the year. 


only named aide Qazi Amin 
Waqad to stand in for him in 
the capital Kabul. Mr. Waqad 
said Sunday. 

Official Kabul Radio on 
Saturday said Mr. Hekmatyar 
had transferred his state pow- 
ers to Mr. Waqad and Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani,' 
the premier’s arch-rival, had 
approved this action. 

But Mr. Waqad. the com- 
munications minister, said he 
would deputise for the prime 


minister only in the capital, 
which Mr. Hekmatyar has vi- 


sited rarely for security 
reasons. 


Brisk turn-out in T urfdsh-Cypriot poll 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Turkish-Cypriots went to the polls 
Sunday in a paxfiaxneutaiy election set to determine the fate of 
U.N. efforts to build a federation with die Greek-Cypriots on 
tins divided island. Officials reported a brisk turn-out and no 
incidents. The election in the breakaway Turkish republic of 
northern Cyprus (TRNC), which is recognised only by 
Ankara, aims to resolve a feud between Turkish-Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash and his Prime Minister Dervish Eroglu. 
The two men have been at odds over a U.N. confidence- 
braiding plan to reopen Nicosia airport and the Turkish- 
occupied town of Famagusta, with Mr. Eroglu char ging that 
Mr. Denktash was ready to make concessions to the Greek- 
Cypriots. The polls were expected to result in a coalition 
between the centre-right National Union Party (NUP), 
beaded by Mr. Eroglu, and the leftist Turkish Republic Parry 
(TRP) of Ozker Ozgur, an advocate of territorial compromise. 


Mr. Hekmatyar “remains 
the prime minister,” but he 
had been unable to perform 


Egypt group says 13 torture deaths in 1993 


CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian human rights group said Sunday 
13 people had died from torture this year in Egyptian prisons, 
police stations on state security headquarters. Abdullah 


his fortified Charasyab base 
since taking office last April 
and has rarely come to Kabul, 
which is controlled by forces 


police stations on state security 
Khalil, board member of the Egyptian Organisation for 
Human Rights (EOHR), said his group had documented 221 
cases of torture in Egypt since the government ratified a U.N. 
convention against torture on July 26, 1986. He was addressing 
a news conference to launch EOHR’s book ‘"Crime Without 
Punishment: Torture in Egypt." EOHR said state security 
intelligence put pressure on several printing houses to prevent 
publication of the book, which documents several torture 
cases. 


loyal to Mr. Rabbani. 
The Kabul Radio br 


The Kabul Radio broadcast 
on Saturday night said Mr. 
Rabbani had authorised Mr. 
Waqad to cairy out the prime 
minister's duties and instructed 
relevant authorities to cooper- 
ate with him. 

Mr. Waqad said he also en- 
joyed the president's trust and 


that two existing deputy prime 
ministers would be answerable 


'Russians flew missile chasis to Syria’ 


to him. 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Russian cargo planes transported a 
special truck chassis, which can be adapted to mount mobile 
missiles, from North Korea to Syria last summer, despite 


objections from the U.S. government, the New York Times 
reported on Sunday. It said two Condor planes chartered by a 


private Russian company took off from Susan airport 1st 
August for Damascus with the chassis on board. Intelligence 
sources said tbe chassis were probably taken to Nasariya, 
where Syria has a missile factory. Tbe paper said Washington 
had asked Moscow to prevent die planes taking off because 
the material could strengthen Syria's military position against 
Israel. After Russia refused, the U.S. government hushed up 
the incident so as not to compromise support for Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin. Washington also wanted to persuade 


Syria to be more helpful in the Middle East peace negotia- 
tions, the paper said. 


Libya vows to crust) exiled Qadhafi opponents 


TUNIS (R) — Libya vowed Sunday to crush exiled opponents 
of Colonel Muammar Qadhafi’s government and appealed for 
the assassination of former Foreign Minister Abdul Monem A1 
Hotrni. The derision was taken at a meeting of the “basic 
popular committees," in Janzour, 20 kilometres west of 


Tripoli, attended by Col. Qadhafi. A statement issued by the 
meeting and carried by the official Libyan news agency JANA 


expresses readiness “to crush any treachery and crush traitors 
and spies like the named Abdul Monem A1 Houni..." Mr. 
Hotuu was with Col. Qadhafi one of the authors of the 1969 
“revolution." He later became Libya's foreign minister before 
joining exiled opponents. He is reported, along with former 
Foreign Minister Mansour Kikhia, to have attended a Libyan 
opposition gathering in Algeria in October. 


in Peshawar, Pakistan. Hek- 
matyar spokesman Saeed said 
the prime minister has reiter- 
ated his willingness to step 
down if President Rabbani 
agreed to quit simultaneously. 

To restore permanent peace 
Mr. Hekmatyar has offered to 
dissolve his government and 
hand over power to an interim 
government of acceptable reut- 
ral Afghans." Saeed told a- 
news conference. 

The interim government 
should include leaders who 
waged war for 14 years that 
ousted the pro-Moscow regime 
Of Najibullah in April 1992. 
Mr. Saeed said on behalf of 
Mr. Hekmatyar. 

The neutral Afghan must 
establish a national aremv and 
a police force before transfer- 
ring power to an elected gov- 
ernment. he added. 

Mr. Saeed blamed Mr. Rab- 
bani for “obstructing peace 
and avoiding elections* for 
which arrangements had 
already been made by an elec- 
tion commission comprising 
factional leaders. 

The news conference was 
attended by several central 
leaders of Mr. Hekmatyar's 
faction. 


had been unable to perform 
many functions of his office 
from his Charasyab headquar- 
ters south of Kabul, he said. “I 
have been appointed to cany 
out those duties.’’ 

A spokesman for Mr. Hek- 
matyar in neighbouring Pakis- 
tan, Ustad Qaribur Rehman 
Saeed, also denied Mr. Hek- 
matyar had stepped down and 
called the Kabul Radio report 
an attempt to “shatter the im- 
age" of the prime minister. 

Mr. Hekmatyar has lived at 
his fortified Charasyab base 


King, Crown Prince congratulate 
South African Nobel laureates 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan Sunday sent cables of 
congratulations to South Afri- 
can President F. W. de Klerk 
and African National Con- 
gress (ANC) leader Nelson 
Mandela over the 1993 Nobel 
Peace Prize awarded to them. 


“In offering my sincere feli- 
citations, I should like to re- 
call that it was largely due to 
your courage and foresight, 
that the necessary decision to 
dismantle tbe apartheid reg- 
ime were taken," tbe King 
told Mr. De Klerk. 

“I am delighted also to know 
riiai the transition to a more 
democratic regime has taken 
place in a relatively peaceful en- 


vironment, and I should like to 
avail myself of this opportunity to 
express' tbe confident hope that 
under your wise leadership tbe 
people of South Africa would 
move to greater democracy and 
prosperity." 

In his cable to Mr. Mandela, 
the King said: 

“Your receipt of this disting- 
uished prize is a fitting tribute to 
your qualities of integrity and 
perseverance in upholding an ax- 
iomatic, yet often overlooked 
truth, that all meu are bora equal 

and are entitled to dignity. 

“This axiomatic truth is proc- 
laimed in the Holy Koran is the 
following words, H We have bes- 
towed dupiity on the children of 
Adam.’ we rejoice in tbe fact the 


Crown Prince Hassan said in his 
cable to Mr. De Klerk: 


“This fitting tribute to your 
[Torts to move South Africa 


Assad, 

Hrawi 

discuss 

coordination 



Diana would like 


efforts to move South Africa 
along the path of demoaacy is a 
cause of celebration for all those 
who cherish the concepts o! plur- 
alism and striving for fair and 
peaceful solutions to seemingly 
intractable problems. 

It is also a recognition of your 
courage and foresight.*’ 

The Crown Prince told Mr. 
Mandela: 


“Your long struggle and 
perseverance under conditions of 


long years you spent in a just 
struggle to uphold this universal 


value have born fruit in South 
Africa." 


extreme adversity bears testimony 
to the strength of your commit- 
ment to tbe lofty ideas feat we 
also share and uphold foremast 
among these is the innate equality 
of all men and women and fear 
inalienable right to human 
dignity." 


Forty Palestinian guards cross 



toreHnarrv v 

says friend 


LONDON (R) — A friend# 
Princess Diana was quoted tw; 
a British Sunday wwspapferaj 
saying fte thought she wo pw 
like to re-awry and have more, 
children. “Shers a 'young 
attractive woman mid I see'M 
reason why she shouldn’t nair- 
ry again, although I drink only; 
a few men could cope with the 
pressure of. tbe attention. -it' 
would bring, 1 ' , army officer; 
Major Jams Hewitt told the 
People tabloid. Mai. Hewttt.'a. 
polo-playing bachelor, said the 


«!»** 




32-year-oW princess bad wort- 
ed hard ttrrave her marriage to 
heir- to- the -throne Prince’ 
Quotes, Princess Diana's Ak 
■ dared intention to step back 
from pubfic life^m asadlott 
for Bntai u, he said. “She has 
been a great ambassador for 
the country and would hav* 
made a wonderful qticen. » 
know that tbe princess tried 
very bard to make her mar- 
riage work. At the end of the - 
day though it was an irapossi- > 
We task/’ Mai. Hewitt, 35/ 
insisted .that despite various- 
rumours^ be and . the princess 
“are, and always have been, 
just good friends.” . Princess 
Diana announced just over a 
week ago that she was quitting 
public fife — almost a year to 
the day after rim and Prince 
Charles officially separated. 
She blamed media mtnuioir 
for her decision and said she 
wanted more tune and space 
for heisdf, especially with her 
two Voung fcmi Prince WKiani 
and Prince Harry. 


bridge today in symbolic move 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


the new trainees also will be Iraq, only 1300 opted to 
assisned to orocect strategic exercise their option to join 


AMMAN — Forty Palesti- 
nians trained as security and 
personal guards in Jordan 
cross the River Jordan Mon- 
day in a symbolic event mark- 
ing the beginning of the im- 


plementation of the Sept. 13 
accord between Israel and 


the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO). 

Apart from the early morn- 
ing crossing across the King 
Hussein Bridge, the PLO is 
not planning any other event 
in Jordan to mark the occa- 
sion, against an almost fore- 
gone conclusion that the 
scheduled beginning of the 
Israeli pullout from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho was going 
to be delayed, PLO officials 
said. 

They said no orders had 
been received from the Tunis 
headquarters of the PLO to 
move units of the Palestine 
Liberation Army (PLA) 
trained as policemen to the 
Jordan Valley ahead of de- 
ployment in the areas ex- 
pected to be evacuated by the 
Israelis in the four-month 
withdrawal. 

Hie batch of 40 is the latest 
group of Palestinian readents 
of the occupied territories to 


assigned to protect strategic 
Palestinian buildings and per- 
sonalities, including some 
members of the Palestinian 
delegation to peace talks with 
Israel, the PLO officials said. 

In ihe meantime, aD other 
plans for the deployment for 
the larger 15,000-strong 
Palestinian police force re- 


mained frozen pending the 
outcome of Sunday’s meeting 
Cairo between Israeli Prime 
Minis ter Yitzhak Rabin and 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat, they said. 

Earlier plans had called for 
moving some 1500 members 
of the Badr Brigade of the 
PLA trained as policemen in 
Jordan to the Jordan Valley 
along with up to 1,300 mem- 
bers of tbe A1 Quds Brigade 
based in Iraq ready to move 
into Jericho. 

A similar number was ex- 
pected to gather in Rafab on 
the Egyptian border ahead of 
deployment in the Gaza 
Stnp. 

The A1 Quds members, 
who have also undergone 
base police training in Iraqi 
facilities, were to have ar- 
rived here on Dec. 5 for a two 
or three-day stay at Mafraq 
before moving to tbe Jordan 

Valley. • • 

- As things stood Sunday, 
the units remained in Iraq, 
ready to move as soon as the 
PLO leadership gave the 
green fight, the officials said. 

It appeared that out of a 
total of 2500 PLA soldiers in 


receive training as security 
guards in Jordan, they said. 
The group arrived here from 
the west Bank several weeks 
ago for training at the King- 
dom’s facilities, they said. 

Like the previous groups. 


exercise their option to join 
the police force and move 
into the occupied territories, 
other sources said. 

“Tbe rest are married to 
Iraqi nationals and settled in 
Iraq," said one source. 
“Those among them who 
might have wanted to move 
out of Iraq appeared to have 
changed their mind after die 
recent developments at the 
U.N.,” added the source. 

The source was referring to 
the possibility of a lifting of 
the international sanctions 
against Iraqis the first half of 
1994 after Baghdad recently 
agreed to long-term monitor- 
ing of its arms develop meat 
programmes as part of the 
Guff war ceasefire condi- 
tions. 

living conditions in Iraq 
are expected to improve dra- 
matically with the lifting of 
the sanctions, which include a 
ban on Iraqi oil exports, the 
mainstay income of Baghdad, 
and this could have en- 
couraged some of the PLA 
soldiers to exercise their op- 
tion of settling down in Iraq 
rather than feeing the uncer- 
tainties of autonomy in the 
occupied territories, the 

sougee.^oted. |a _ 

.In Jtfiq meantime, PLO offi- 
cials said they were awaiting 
Israeli permission for the 
families of the PLA soldiers 
to enter the occupied territor- 
ies. Ail relevant details have 
been given to the Israeli au- 
thorities, they said. 


on Sunday to discuss plans to 
restart the talks, which have 
been stalled since September. 

Egyptian sources said the 
visit was not connected with 
the meeting tbe same day in 
Cairo between Israeli P r une 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) leader Yasser 
Arafat. 

Mr. AUaf was to meet Arab 
League Secretary-General 
Rsnutt Abdul Menud, the offi- 
cial Middle East News Agency 


(MENA) reported. 
The bilateral n< 


Hie bilateral negotiations 
were suspended after the 
Israefi-PLO autonomy accord 
was signed on Sept. 13, amid 


Syrian criticism on the grounds 
that it weakened tot joint 


mat it weakened tire joint 
Arab stand in negotiations 
with tire Jewish state. 

Presidential spokesman 
Joubran Kourieh told Reuters 
that Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam was present 
at the Assad-Hrawi meeting. 

Syria, the main foreign pow- 
er broker in Lebanon, 
Beirut’s demands for imple- 
mentation of U.N. Resolution 
425 calling for Israeli with- 
drawal from South Lebanon. 

Mr. Christopher also 
announced that Syria had 
promised to help determine 
the fete of six Israeli soldiers 
missing in Lebanon since tire 


He had said Mr. Assad’s 
pledge was an ‘important 
.humanitarian ge^jre" in the 
peace tidies. 

Meanwhile, Israeli army 
officers met the International 
Committee of tire Red Gross 
gCRQ in Td Aviv on Sun- 
day, a senior official said amid 
heroes of a prisoner exchange 
in Lebanon. 


Arafat to seek $1.5 b from I Iran rebels kill Turkish 


Britain for ‘Ottoman gold’ diplomat ‘by mistake’ 

mxmnxr / » ■ _ \ .. . ■ - _ , Tt . » * 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat will demand when he 
visits London this week that 
Britain return £1 billion (S1.5 
billion) worth of gold allegedly 
owed to the Palestinian peo- 
ple, the Sunday Times re- 
ported. 

The newspaper said the gold 
supposedly came from the 
Ottoman empire and was 
seized in Jerusalem when Bri- 
tain ran Palestine. 

Britain maintains it has paid 
off most of its debts and owes 
tbe .Palestinians less than £1 
million ($1.5 million), 'the 
newspaper said. 

“Tue-, mysteiy of tbe mis- 
sing gofd dates from the years 
when Britain governed Pales- 
tine before the creation of 
Israel. Arafat believes tbe 
Bank of England holds gold 
reserves used under the British 
mandate to back the Palesti- 
nian pound," it said. 

The PLO leader will be visit- 
ing London as a guest of the 
■British government and will 
have talks with Foreign Secret- 
ary Douglas Hurd on Tuesday 


at the beginning of his tour. 

A British Foreign Office 
official said that when Junior 


Foreign Office Minister Doug- 
las Hogg saw Mr. Arafat in 


Tunis recently, the issue was 
not raised. 

A Palestine trust fund and a 
currency board were set up 
after Britain withdrew from 


Palestine in 1948 to try to settle 
anv outstanding claims on 


any outstanding claims on 
London. 

“We are working on the 
basis that if Mr. Ararat wanted 
to raise it, we would look into 
it,”, a Foreign Office spokes- 
man said. 

Britain was “keeping an 
open mind" about the ques- 
tion, he added. 


.The PLO and Israel signed 
an- agreement on Sept 13 to 


introduce Palestinian self-rule 
In the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho. 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iran’s armed opposition Mu- 
jahedeen-e-Khaln said Sunday 
it shot dead a Turkish diplomat 
in Baghdad “by mistake” and 
blamed Tehran for the lolling. 

Iraq’s ambassador to Tur- 
key, Rafid D ahham A] Takriti, 
said members of tire Mujahe- 
deen-e-Khalq had been 
arrested for Saturday’s murder 
of Caglar Yucel, an adminis- 
trative attache at the Turkish 
embassy. 

Huseyin Kerimogiu, a tele- 
communications technician at 
tiie embassy, was slightly 
wounded and taken to hospital 
after tbe Mujabedeen opened 
fire on their car. 

The Iranian rebel group has 
ha n ded over two of its guards 


The guards fired at the car as 
it neared the Mujahedeen 
headquarters in Baghdad be- 
cause the vehicle had Iranian 


diplomatic number-plates, it 
said. 


7116 Sunday 731065, quoting 
Palestinian sources, said Mr. 
Arafat intended to plead — “at 
the highest levels" for the gold 
to be returned. 

Mr. Arafat will meet some of the 
country’s leading political and 
religious leaders. 


The group said the car had 
been sold to the Turkish 
embassy without a warning 
that it was on a list of number- 
pi ates barred from 
approaching tire Mujahedeen 
offices because of past attacks 
on toe organisation. 

“Tbe car’s occupants did not 
pay attention to the signal and 
warning of the security 
guards, the statement said. 

The group blamed the Ira- 
nian authorities, who had 
shown “ill-will in not informing 
tire buyer of the feet that tire 
car should never enter tire 


Mujahedeen leader Masond . 
Rajavi, has apologised and 
offered his condolences to the 
Turkish embassy and the famil y 
of the dead diplomat, the orga- 
nisation said earlier in a state- 
ment It termed the incident a 
“mistake.” 


security limits of the Mujahe- 
deen. ” 


Mujahedeen statement cited 
previous cases in which it said 
. I ranian diplomats had attacked 
M a j ibcde ai in Baghdad. It 
said Mujahedeen leader Rajavi 
had sent a telegram of regret to 
tire president of Turkey. 


Somalis blame each other, U.N. for failure of talks 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) 
— Feuding Somali factions 
Sunday blamed each other and 
the U.N. for the failure of 
peace talks here. 

Somalia's most powerful 
warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed accused tbe United 
Nations of working behind the 
scenes to wreck efforts for 
peace and reconciliation in his 
wartom country. 

At a news conference at the 
end of five days of talks here. 
General Aideed said: "The fai- 
lure of the current talks was 
due to foreign interference." 

Gen. Aideed went on to 
accuse the United Nations Op- 
eration in Somalia (UN- 
OSOM) of planning to form a 
new Somali government with- 
out his Somali National 
Alliance (SNA). 

"We know that those who 
have refused to sign the sup- 
plementary agreement to the 
Addis Ababa accord (agreed 
last March) are being called for 
an urgent meeting with UN- 


OSOM in Mogadishu.’’ he 
said. 

"We also know the plan is to 
form a Somali government 
without the participation of 
SNA — which is totally im- 
possible." Gen. Aideed added. 

Gen. Aideed said his SNA 
enjoys the support of "75 per 
cent of the Somali people.” 

"Those who have refused to 
sign the current supplementary 
agreement to last March's 
Addis Ababa accord have no 


backing of the Somali people. 
It will be futile to try and work 


It will be futile to try and work 
out a plan without the presence 
of SNA," he said. 

The 12 Somali groups allied 
to rival warlord Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad said in a statement 
that last week’s talks failed 
because Gen. Aideed had de- 
manded changes in the March 
accord. 

"The current talks could not 
conclude on a satisfactory note 
due to renewed demands from 
the SNA side designed to en- 
gage in a new revision of the 


Addis Ababa agreement." it 
said. 

“Die group of 12 will abide 
bythe Addis Ababa accord in 
all circumstances and will also 

g ursue dialogue with SNA to 
nd common ground for re- 
conciliation." it added. 

In Washington, Secretary of 
Defence Les Aspin said the 
United States will withdraw 
about 2.500 of its 8,200 troops 
in Somalia by Christinas. 

“Between a quarter and a 
third of them will be out of 
Somalia" by Dec. 25. Mr. 


efforts to relieve a severe 
famine there, but since then 
have been drawn into civil war. 


In the latest violence, Somali 
giuimen wounded two U.S. 
military policemen in Moga- 
dishu Sunday after a Somali 
man was killed in a clash be- 
tween clans, a U.S. military 
spokesman said. 


He said U.S. military police 
(MP) sentries at Sword base in 
northeast Mogadishu saw in- 
ter-clan fighting break out 
nearby and a Somali man shot 
in an exchange at about noon 
(0900 GMT) 

“The MPs went to check on 
the wounded and came under 
small arms fire which they re- 
turned," Colonel Steven 
Rausch said. "Two of the MPs 
suffered minor injuries • - 


Aspin said on NBC-TV's 
“Meet the Press." 


“Meet the Press.” 

While Mr. Aspin said the 
soldiers may not be back in the . 
united States with their fami- 
lies in .time for the Christmas 
and New Year's holidays, he 
said they will have been pulled- 
out by Dec. 25. 

He reiterated the U.S. com- 
mitment to withdraw all its 
troops by March 31. They were 
sent to Somalia a year ago as 
part of the United Nations* 


shrapnel wounds." 

“Four or five people fixed on 
them sporadically... when the 


MPs reached the Somali they 
saw go down, he was dead,” he 
said. 


Major backs 
ttwrittamki doubts i 
over accession 


LONDON (K> — British 
Prime Minister John Major 
and g ove rnm ent officials have 
stepped in two support heir to 
the throne Prince Charles 


against church-led criticism 
Ont divorce or infidelity would 
make him morally unfit to- be 


orinfidelit 


king. The' Sunday Express 
newspaper said Mr. Major had 
mobilised his colleagues to 
scotch suggestions that succes- 
sion leap-frog to Prince 
Wflfiani,. 12, because of the 
tarnished image of his 45-year- 
old .father. Prince Charles. 
“He (Charles) will be out king. 
He has prepared himself for 
the role perhaps more consci- 


entiously than any in the long 
line of his predecessors,” one 
government minister, William 
Waldegravt, wrote iu tire Sun- 
‘degrapb. Questions ab- 


day Telegraph. Questions ab- • 
out .Prince Charles* future 
sprqng up last week after bis : . 
estranged, wife said tire was 
quitting public life, in a roqyq *- 
some royal observers sauf-ds 
Prince Charles’ work. Heti • 
announcement seemed a sure 
sign the couple were heading 


for divorce and Church of Eng- 
land , leaders raised doubts ab- *“ M: 


land .leaders raised doubts ab- 
out having as king a man who 
has -declined to deny Turnouts 
of an affair with brigadier^ 
wife Camilla JParker Bowles. 
“Diana’a exit seemed to set a 
fair wind for Charles. But he 
did not bargain .for a national 
debate about his moral suita- 
bility to be king,”- the Sunday 
Times commented. New pews 
Sunday showed roughly half.# 
leading Anglican clergymen 
wputd oppose Prince Cnariqs 
as monar ch if tfie aUcgationSwOf 


adultery during 
marriage to Princess Di*tiji 
proved true. But 71 per cental 
507 clergymen questioned* By 
the News Of The World still 
divorce should not stem him 
succeeding his mother Qrrefcb 
Elizabeth when she dies.' & 
abdicates. 


MichaeLJackson' 
reportedly back 
in California ^ 

LOS ANGELES (R) — . Ptop \ 
superstar Michael Jackson, 
who feces accusations of child *! 
sex molestation, was reported t . 
to be back home in southern 
California Saturday after leav- •• 
ing a European retreat where . .. 
he was treated for drag abuse; ■ 
KCBS-TV, an affiliate of -the - 
CBS network, «aid Jacks*? 
landed iu Santa Barbara Air- ; 
port Friday aboard a chartered 
Boeing 727 jet , accompaafed r 
by two boys from New Jersey r 
aged eight and 11. Jackson was ■ . 
then driven .to Jus Ntvcriaad “ 
Valley estate about 40 mfltf - ’ 

lk.1 Lm\ - _ T ‘.<^1 .. 


----j -tv 

(64 fen) away, the tfilevisiad . 
report said. Jackson left rife . 
plane wearing a red jacket, itt! 
mask, and black paais. Ji^ v 
son has been accused in a CfeS 
lawsuit of sexually motestutt* 
12-year-old boy over, a froft ‘ 
month period last year:, ft* ' : 
case is scheduled to be Wadli* ■ 
Man* and Jackson hasdemed 
the allegations. L - 

ported Jackson's return wjfer V 
out attribution, saying. Jack*? 
entered America, shortly aftefc'' ; 
his lawyers struck a deal 
p nkcbSks, • v ; • 


Up^V-. 

















